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     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, August 11, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AT 7:05 p.m. 

 

Zollinger commented on the  shave and pave to take place after Labor Day.  He stated that there have been some 

rumors that no sidewalks would be put in because the Township did not want them. Zollinger said it was never asked 

of us by MDOT.  This project is not a complete rebuild. 

 

Henkel, Parks Supervisor, was present to report clean up progress from the recent storm damage. Discussion was held as 

to sequence of clean up activites.It will be bayside shoreline area first Acme Cemetery second Yuba Cemetery third 

Sayler Park last.GTC Emergency management is working to get Acme Township some work crews from State to help at 

Sayler park. 

 

Kim Elliott from RecycleSmart was present to talk about the no charge yard waste pass. This pass is good for one trip 

and load not to exceed up to three (3) cubic yards of acceptable material to the Keystone Brush-Drop-Off site. Elliott 

would supply Acme with a 2 part pass.  One for Acme records and one given to residents to turn in at the site.  Acme 

Township would be invoiced at $5.00 a cubic yard or $1.00 a bag. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, G. LaPointe, P. Scott, D. White, J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: None  

  Staff present:              J. Jocks, Legal Counsel 

                                       N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

                     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Agenda was approved with three additions to New Business items # 9,10,11. 

 Motion by White, seconded by Jenema to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous 

 vote. 

 

C.       INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

 D.        CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together for     

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the a 

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  

c. Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

a. Planning Commission 07/27/15 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          a.          Regular meeting minutes of  07/07/15 

  b.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $7,015.22 and Current to be approved of 

             $137,421.27  (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

             Motion by Jenema, seconded by White to approve the consent calendar as presented.  Motion carried by 

             unanimous roll call vote. 

                        

F. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None 
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G. REPORTS: Received and filed 

1. Shheriff’s Report – Deputy: Ken Chubb 

2. County Commissioner’s Report – Crawford 

3.          Road commission report – McKellar 

 

H. CORRESPONDENCE:  Received and filed 

              1.          Emailed dated 07/18/15 from Captain Mark Shaul re: water rescue 

              2.          Letter dated 07/27/15 from MDOT re: Traffic signal at US-31 and M-72 

 

I.           PUBLIC HEARING:  

             Acme Township Fire Prevention Ordinance/International Fire Code 0f 2012 – Belcher, Assistant Chief/ 

             Fire Marshall 

             Belcher commented that the new ordinance is just an update to the old ordinance. The State adopted the 2012 

             building code and it references the 2012 fire code so they work together.   

             Discussion on sky lanterns was held since the new ordinance bans the use in Acme Township. 

              

             Public Hearing closed at 8:08 pm-No Comments 

 

             Motion  by LaPointe, seconded by Scott to approve the Acme Fire Prevention Ordinance with amendments 

             as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

         

 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 

             1.        Resolution of support for DNR acquisition of Petobago State Game Area 

   

                        Motion by Jenema, seconded by LaPointe, approving  Resolution R-2015-32 Supporting the DNR 

                        Wildlife Division Acquisition of Petobago State game area addition.  Motion carried by unanimous 

                        vote. 

    

             2.        Approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment #34 – Electronic Message signs 

 

                        Motion by White, seconded by Jenema to approve Zoning Ordinance Amendment #34 as presented. 

                        Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

             3         Metro Fire 2016 Budget presentation – Chief Parker 

           Chief  Parker stated that this was the time of year when the preliminary Metro Fire Budget is presented to 

           the  Township Boards for comments. The public hearings and final approval by the townships will be at 

           our Public hearing September first. Parker reviewed the budget. Discussion followed. This year’s proposal 

           is an increase from 2.65 mills total up to 2.90 for millage to be collected. 

            

             4.         Metro Act #48 permit approval for Lynx Network Grp – Supervisor 

                         Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema to proceed with signing the “Right-Of-Way 

                         Telecommunications Permit”.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

            5.          Verbal report fund commitments to Sayler Park – Supervisor/Treasurer 

                          Jenema commented that we found some of the codes we were using were not appropriate with the States 

Uniform Chart of Accounts.  Jenema said we need to create a 208/Park Recreation Fund, and a capital 

improvement fund for Sayler Park Boat Launch.  Discussion followed that a resolution will be on our 

September meeting agenda to proceed with these changes. 

 

            6.           Water system Cross connection control program/water system Ordinance # 15 

 

                          Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to adopt the changes presented to Acme Water 

                          Ordinance #15 Section 9 in its entirely and adopt the new section 9 as presented. Motion carried 

                          unanimously. 
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              7.         Possible creation of a SAD in Westridge/Circle View Springbrook sub – Supervisor Zollinger and  

                          A introduction meeting for the residents of Westridge/Circle View about the possible creation of a SAD, 

                          was held on August 4, 2015.  Trustee, LaPointe and Supervisor, Zollinger reviewed the process to start a 

                          SAD  district, estimated costing information, Board Resolutions to fund the project, etc. 

                          

              8.          Discussion on participation on Brush-Dropoff passes for Acme Township 

                           Following up on Kim Elliott’s earlier public comments Clerk, Dye, suggested that the Board not to do 

              anything about the brush-dropoff passes at this time.  Two Storm debris drop-off sites have been set up  

              for residents.  

 

              9.          Investment Policy 

                           Jenema has been reviewing our investment policy.  She is looking into opening another bank account. 

                           She will keep the Board informed. 

 

              10.         Cemeteries 

                            LaPointe would like to see charges for maintaining the cemeteries, upkeep on equipment, etc be  

                             separated from the Parks,  Budget buy next budget cycle. 

 

 11.          Direct Deposit     

                            Dye reviewed where we are with direct deposits. She stated there would be some service charges for 

                            Direct deposit.  We already have acquired credits and would use them up first, probably late Fall.  Dye 

                           would come back to the Board at that time.  

              

K.        OLD BUSINESS: 
1.      Acme Shoreline Park Endowment - Supervisor  Zollinger presented the need for Acme to assign a person     

                      to represent us on the Park Endowment reviews. 

 

                       Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Scott to appoint Trustee, Aukerman as the person who will be part 

                       of the review board.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

              2.      DPW Bill of Sale from Acme Township for capacity Sharing agreement previously approved 

                       03/122/15 - Supervisor  

                       The BPW and its participating Townships have agreed to pool their collective capacities at the City WWTP 

                       and document this agreement in writing through the Capacity Sharing Agreement. 

 

                       Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Scott to approve the Bill of Sale for the capacity Sharing 

                       agreement.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

              3.      Appoint legal review team to analyze RFP results 
                       Jenema, LaPointe and White will review the RFP results. 

 

 

               4.     Verbal update on Sayler Boat Launch – Aukerman 

                       Aukerman provided a summary of grant’s she was working on to Support fund needs for Sayler park Boat 

                       Launch. 

   

 

LaPointe returned to an earlier discussion about funds approvals for removing trees and brush. Discussion 

was held about authorizing Supervisor Zollinger to spend up to $49,000. For emergency tree removal at 

parks and cemeteries.. 

 

                         Motion by LaPointe, seconded by White to approve the Supervisor spending  up to $40,000.00 for 

                         tree removal, brush from recent storm.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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                        Zollinger commented that  the Yuba School received $20,000.00 from the June 2% grant cycle. 

 

 

                        PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: 

 

 

               ADJOURN AT 10:15 pm    

 

 

  



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 
              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, August 11, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 
UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

 B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

 C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

 D. CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet  

c. Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

1. Planning Commission 07/27/15 

d. 2014 Grand Traverse County Commission on Aging Annual Report 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          a.          Regular meeting minutes of  07/07/15 

  b.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $7,015.22 and Current to be approved of 

             $137,421.27  (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        

3.        

 

F. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: 

 

G. REPORTS: 

1. Shheriff’s Report– Deputy: Ken Chubb 

2. County Commissioner’s Report-Carol Crawford 

3.  Road commission report-Marc McKellar 

 

 

 

 

 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

H. CORRESPONDENCE: 

             1.       Metro Mark Shaul Water rescue 

             2.       Letter dated 07/27/15 from MDOT re: traffic signal at US-31 and M-72 in Acme 

              

I.        PUBLIC HEARING: 

             Acme Township Fire Prevention ordinance /International Fire code 2012 - Belcher Assistant 

             Chief/Fire Marshal 

 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Resolution of support for DNR Acquisition  of  Petobago State Game Area Addition- 

McDonough 

2.  Approval of new Electronic Sign Amendment #34 to the Zoning Ordinance – Winter 

3.  Metro fire 2016 Budget Presentation –Chief Pat Parker 

  4. Metro Act 48 Permit approval for Lynx Network Group-Supervisor 

  5.         Verbal report Fund commitments to Sayler Park-Supervisor/Treasurer  

  6. Water system Cross connection control Program/Water System ordinance No. 15 

  7. Possible Westridge/Circle View SAD/Springbrook sub. Supervisor 

              8.         Discussion on participation on Brush-Dropoff passes/forAcme Township - Dye  

  

K.         OLD BUSINESS: 

           1. Acme Shoreline Park Endowment-Supervisor 

 2. DPW Bill of sale from Acme Township for capacity Sharing agreement previsouly    

                           approved 3/12/15.-Supervisor 

 3.          Appoint Legal review Team to Analyse RFP Results received 

             4.          Verbal update on Sayler Boat Launch - Aukerman 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 

 

 































































































































































 Memo  

To:  Acme Township Board of Trustees 

From:  Shawn Winter, Zoning Administrator  

CC:    

Date:  8/4/2015  

Re:  Zoning Ordinance Amendment #034 – Electronic Message Signs  

 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing at their June 8th, 2015 meeting for 
Amendment #034 of the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance.  The Amendment would 
change Section 7.4.6.c to allow for changeable electronic message signs in the Commercial 
Zoning Districts, excluding the B-4 Material Processing and Warehousing District.  The 
Amendment would be limited to motel/hotel vacancy signs and gas station price per gallon 
signs.  A motion passed unanimously to send the Amendment to Grand Traverse County 
Planning Commission for review and comment.  

The Grand Traverse County Planning Commission provided a favorable review of the 
Amendment and suggested adding a minimum change rate as is the case in other townships.  
A unanimous motion was passed to recommend approval by the Board to adopt Amendment 
#034 of the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance with the addition of language establishing a 
minimum change rate of one (1) hour.  

  

  

Attached: Zoning Ordinance Amendment #034 – Electronic Message Signs  

  

  



1  
   c.  

  
Commercial   Zoning   Districts,   Excluding   B-4,   On-Premise   Signs  

Permitted  

1. All signs permitted in Residential Zoning Districts.  

2. One free-standing per premises indicating businesses on said premises. Such signs 

may be up to thirty-two (32) square feet in area, up to twelve (12) feet tall, and set 

back at least ten (10) feet from any street right-of- way; signs no taller than eight 

(8) feet are allowed a size bonus of twenty (20) percent.  For a planned shopping 

center, the free-standing sign may identify the center per se and not the individual 

occupants.  

3. Temporary signs not previously specified. Such signs are limited to sixteen (16) 

square feet in area and may be displayed for no more than sixty (60) days in any 

calendar year.  

4. Wall signs, provided the total area of said signs do not exceed twenty (20) percent 

of the  area of  the façade  or one-hundred  (100) square feet, whichever is less.  

5. Canopy-, marquee-, or architectural-projection signs. Such signs’ copy area may 

not exceed twenty (20) percent of the area of the face of the canopy, marquee, or 

arch-projection.  

6. Awning signs.  The maximum copy area for awning signs is twenty (20) percent of 

the background/backlit area of the awning.  

7. One (1) projecting sign for each building façade, up to four (4) square feet in area.  

8. Window signs.  Such signs are limited to twenty (20) percent of window area.  

9. Signs displaying the price of gasoline at gasoline stations, not to exceed six (6) 

square feet in area.  

10. One (1) directional signs and/or sign that consist only of words “washing,”  
“lubrication,” “repair,” or similar above each service bay of an automobile 

service station. Such signs may not exceed four (4) square feet in area.  

11. Corporate logo or institutional flags.  Such flags are limited to thirty-five  
(35) square feet in size.  

12. Changeable message sign. A sign may contain a changeable message, but only 

under the following conditions:  



a) Shall only be used on premise for a motel/hotel vacancy sign, or 

gas station price per gallon of gas sign.  
  

  

b) Electronic changeable messages shall be part of the total square 

footage of display area permitted for the sign even if the message  
is contained in a separate cabinet, except the face of the message 

shall not consume more than 35 percent of the total permitted 

display area of the sign.  
  

  

c) No digital sign shall be permitted to flash, blink, scroll, oscillate 

or have full animation. All digital signs shall have "instant" 

changes with no animated effects.  
  

  

d) The digital sign shall have a black color background and the 

lettering shall be either in red or green colors but shall not display 

light of such intensity or brilliance to cause glare or otherwise 

impair the vision of the driver, or results in a nuisance to the 

driver.  
   

e) All digital signs shall maintain an automatic brightness control 

keyed to ambient light levels.  

  

  

f) Digital signs shall be programmed to go dark if the sign 

malfunctions.  

  

  

g) Signage should not be designed to emulate traffic safety signage.  
  

h) Minimum rate of change to be one (1) hour.  
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