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     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, May 12, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Study session on Sayler Park Boat Launch at 6:15 p.m. 

 
Klaus Heinert, landscape architect/engineer from Gosling Czubak returned for an update on the Sayler Boat launch from 

the April 7th Board meeting. Board’s recommendations discussed at that meeting were:  What is cost to add a second boat 

ramp to Gosling Czubak’s design and What is cost to add “tie-ups?” Cost of recommendations for adding a second boat 

ramp $100k; adding “tie-ups” $12.5K. Trustee, Aukerman gave a revised update on Funding plans. 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AT 7:15 p.m. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, A. Jenema,G. LaPointe, P. Scott, D. White, J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: C. Dye  

  Staff present:              J. Jocks, Legal Counsel 

                                       N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

                     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
B Kelley, 4893 Ridge Crest Rd,  read a prepared statement into record which is attached to the minutes. 

     

B.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

              

C.   INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

 D. CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together for 

one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the 

agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  

c. Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

                                       1.    Planning Commission 04/13/15 

d. Metro Newsletters March April 

e. Parks and Maintenance Report – Henkel 

f. Zoning Report - Lennox 

g. Grand Traverse County 2015 Equalization Report 

h. DEQ, Administrative Consent Order/The Village at Grand Traverse, L.L.C. 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          1.          Township Board meeting minutes of 04/07/2015 

                          2.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $217,201.30 and Current to be approved of 

     $57,960.72 (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

             Jenema asked that the Treasurer’s report be removed for clarification to the Board. LaPointe requested the Clerk’s 

             Revenue/Expenditure report be removed. 
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             Motion by Jenema, seconded by White to approve the consent calendar with the removal of the Treasurer’s 

             Report and the Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure report. Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

             Motion by LaPointe, seconded by White to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented. Motion carried by 

             unanimous roll call vote. 

 

             Motion by Jenema, seconded by LaPointe to approve the Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure report as 

             presented.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

              

                                                     

F. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None 

              

G. REPORTS: Received and filed 

1. Shheriff’s Report – Deputy: Ken Chubb 

2. County Commissioner’s Report - Crawford 

3.          Road commission report – McKellar 

 

H. CORRESPONDENCE: None 

              

I.          PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 

              1.  SAD Resolution on contract with GTCRC on SAD bonds & contract for construction costing 

 

                          Motion by Jenema, seconded by White to approve Resolution R-2015-15 approving the contract 

                          with the Board of County Road commissioners regarding the issuance of the Michigan 

                          Transporation fund bonds, Series 2015 for SAD contract for construction costs. Motion carried by 

                          unanimous roll call vote. 

 

              2.         Budget Resolution on Tax reserve to General Funds 

 

                          Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema to approve Resolution R-2015-16 approving various fund 

                          budget moves adjustments.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

              3.         Presentation for approval of final Acme FOIA act changes 

                          Zollinger stated that the final charges from Clerk, Dye, were not on the form yet so the Board would not 

be approving this meeting. Jocks briefly explained the changes in FOIA procedures.  Jocks also  

addressed questions raised earlier by Dye. Board was reminded that approval must be before July 1st. 

                       

 

K.        OLD BUSINESS: 

           1. Traverse Bay RV Park Site Plan Aproval Board  

                          Fred Campbell, JML Design Grp and Dave Scheppe of Scheppe Investments, owner of the Traverse Bay 

                          RV park, were present requesting to construct 12 additional RV sites that can be used for “Park Model” 

                          cabins.  The Planning Commission (PC) recommended approval of the SUP amendment to the Township 

                          Board, subject to stipulations of the PC April 11, 2015, motion. Additional discussion followed. 

 

                          Motion by White, to approve major amendments to SUP 99-03 including stipulations 1-8 of the 

                          Planning Commission motion as presented, Seconded by LaPointe. Motion carried by unanimous 

                          roll call vote. 

 

                          Recessed for five minutes 
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             2.          2015/16 Budget continued discussion from 4/30/15 Budget meeting 

                          Zollinger reviewed the enterprise (police,cemetary) funds, Trust & Agency funds, Sewer, Insurance 

                          liability coverage. Scott asked about unemployment for the Parks workers.  

 

 

 

                          The next scheduled Budget work session is Tuesday, May 19, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

                                                          

 PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

            Trustee, Jenema, commented that we have received 6 applications for the Zoning Administrator position.  The 

            deadline for submitting applications is May 28, 2015. 

             

 

                          

              

           Adjourned at 9:30 pm       

 

 

 

  



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

	
              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 
                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, May 12, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Study session on Sayler Park Boat Launch at 6:15pm 
 
 
UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 
A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 
B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 
             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 
 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
ROLL CALL  
     
A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 
may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 
other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 
 B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
 C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 
 
 D. CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 
discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 
1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  
b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  
c. Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

1. Planning Commission 04/13/15 
d. Metro Newsletters March April 
e. Parks and Maintenance Report – Henkel 
f. Zoning Report - Lennox 
g. Grand Traverse County 2015 Equalization Report 
h. DEQ, Administrative Consent Order/The Village at Grand Traverse, L.L.C. 

             2.         APPROVAL:  
                          a.          Township Board Regular meeting minutes of  04/07/15 
                          b.          Accounts Payable Prepaid of $217,201.30 and Current to be approved of 

             $57,960.72 (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 
 

E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 1.        

2.        
3.        

 
F. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: 
 
G. REPORTS: 

1. Shheriff’s Report– Deputy: Ken Chubb 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

2. County Commissioner’s Report-Carol Crawford 
3.  Road commission report-Marc McKellar 
 

H. CORRESPONDENCE: 
              
I.          PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
J. NEW BUSINESS: 
             1. SAD: Contract with GTCRC on SAD bonds & Contract for Construction costing. 
 2. Budget Resolution on Tax reserve to General funds  
 3. Presentation for approval of final Acme FOLA act changes.        

 
                  
K.      OLD BUSINESS: 
           1. Traverse Bay RV Park Site Plan, Board Final Approval 
             2.          Continued discussion on Sayler Boat Launch. 
 3. 2015/16 budget continued discussion from 4/30/15 
  
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  
 
 
ADJOURN 
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                       ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

 6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 
 April 13, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE : 7:00PM 
 
ROLL CALL:  
 Members Present: D. White, B. Balentine, M. Timmins, S. Feringa, K. Wentzloff, T. Forgette 
Members Excused: J. DeMarsh, D. Rosa, M. Binkley (resigned ) 
Staff Present: N. Lennox, Zoning Administrator; J. Jocks, Township Counsel; J. Iacoangeli, Township Planner 
  
A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: Opened at 7:03pm 
 
J. Hefner, 4050 Bayberry Lane. Discouraged by the resignation of Chris Grobel but not surprised.  A wonderful 

consultant and was impressed when he hired by township for this project. Feels the current condition of 
the VGT storm water retention system/ponds as designed by Grobel is not being implemented and an 
alternative proposed by developer is being used.  Incidents of runoff reaching the creek and bay last fall 
as reported by the Record Eagle show poorly for the township and concerned that system is inadequate to 
protect these resources. 

K. Wentzloff .  Noted the difference between current condition and completed build-out with respect to above 
incidents and the present condition is not the final design.   

J. Iacoangeli -  C. Grobel did not design the ponds but recommended that the developer use a created engineered 
wetland and is part of the MDEQ best management practices for stormwater runoff.  The developers, in 
their conceptual plan submitted to the planning commission as part of the SUO, showed that system.  
After that system was approved as part of the conceptual plan.  The final engineering was then started.  
The two stormwater basins currently present are the first of many ponds.  The east and west basins are 
designed to capture the runoff from the site, and additional ponds are to be built this spring/summer that 
will be part of the engineered wetland.  The drawings seen to date have one of the basins with three ponds 
and one basin will have four ponds.  They will all have the treatment train system and they will all be 
vegetated and planted according to the best management practices.  When the final plans are issued 
(probably in a couple weeks), the pond system will be even more advanced than what it was conceptually 
thought of three years ago. What we are seeing now is partial construction of the stormwater treatment 
system. 

J. Hefner – If I were the DEQ, I would be more concerned about the construction phase since the build out would 
have a completed stormwater system. 

J. Iacoangeli- DEQ is concerned about it which is why violations have been issued for stormwater discharge into 
the creek.  The developers put enhanced stormwater controls (basin pumping, extra fencing and straw, 
installed a filtering system last fall) during the construction phase.  After approval of the final engineering 
phase, they will start the final construction of the treatment train system per the SUP that was approved 
by the planning commission. 

J. Hefner – Will this system be similar in design to what Grobel recommended? 
J. Iacoangeli  - Grobel recommended what is referred to as an engineered wetland system which has a retention 

basin and then has a series of pools that the water will infiltrate as it moves through the system.  
J. Hefner – Why are they not doing that? 
J. Iacoangeli- They are going to do that and the last part of it will be done this year. 
J. Hefner – I bring this up because some of the planning commission were here during the process and none of us 

wanted to see our township on the front page of the Record Eagle and clay runoff showing up in the bay. 
And now we have another project coming up tonight with another creek (Yuba).  Want to make sure the 
same thing does not happen again and we learn from past experience not sure I really heard that. 

J. Iacoangeli- A project of this size, considering it really did not get construction started to the end of June/July, 
and the entire region was hit by significant rainfall in September/October which then further diminished 
the amount of construction they could get done and typically would take two construction seasons.  
Additionally, in the coming months, work on M-72 and roundabouts will  commence and is also part of 
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the infrastructure roadwork for this project. The project is large in scope, it is more than just building a 
Goodwill or Advanced Auto.  This is a 120 acre development along with Meijer, along with major 
improvements to the regional and county roadway system that are going to take two full construction 
seasons to actually build out.  There are going to be some issues that come up periodically that will need 
to be monitored and that is why the state and county agencies are there, Gosling Czubak is out there 
periodically during rain events and have an inspector on site.  There are a lot of eyes on these projects. 

J. Hefner – But Grobel’s eyes were not on the project from the time it got improved until after we had an event. 
J. Iacoangeli- Grobel was on site 2-3 weeks after they started construction and my first report from him was the 

weekend of July 4th.  It was then dry, and then we had the significant rains in September and he was back 
out again.  During that time period, there were other inspectors out there in the field. 

 J. Hefner – Grobel stated the system as designed would handle two 100 year storms back to back and that was 
impressive.  Obviously that was not the case. 

K. Wentzloff – The system that was out there at that particular time is not the final system. This is the 
construction phase and still needs to be stabilized. 

J. Iacoangeli – The key point here which people tend to forget that the system, when finally built to completion, is 
built in design for part of the site to be impervious and a part to be vegetated.  In the condition it is now 
there is very little but some vegetation growing but the site has not been stabilized. Once the site is 
stabilized, then based on all of the calculations, the system will work as designed.  But, when you have a 
wide open system like it was in September where they had taken all of the topsoil off, that entire 120 acre 
site was subject to runoff.  The engineering that goes into design of the basins for the completed 
development is based on the part that is going to be developed and the part that is going to be vegetative 
and then the coefficients and calculations are run. 

J. Hefner -  I still have a hard time believing that MDEQ and GT County Soil and Erosion would allow the 120 
acres to be exposed without strict, temporary measures to keep the runoff from going into the creek and 
bay. 

J. Iacoangeli – The soil erosion and sedimentation plans were approved by the County and a permit was issued by 
the County.  The developers submitted soil and erosion plans following best management practices to the 
County, they were approved and had a permit before they came before the planning commission and did 
everything they were supposed to do but it just wasn’t enough based on the amount of rainfall. 

K. Wentzloff – Some of the issues that come up, we, as a planning commission and township, have to rely on 
those who issue the permits.  As far as what is to come, the system will be different from what you see 
now. 

J. Hefner – I just hope that we as a township and planning commission learn from this past experience with 
respect to future projects.  Personally I would like to commend those of you on the planning commission 
for you dedication and service to making Acme a better township. 

 
B. Kelley, Ridgecrest Drive.  Read written statement regarding VGT storm water and that we still don’t have 

creek monitoring at this time.  There was an agreement in November that said monitoring would be done 
on a weekly basis.  It is not occurring. 

J. Iacoangeli – Monitoring starts June 1st for parameters based on the plan that was approved by the township and 
developer.  Plan is online with weekly and monthly testing.  It starts in June as it is one year.  Today, a 
report was posted online from the last rain event. 

S. Feringa-  There was report done prior. 
J. Iacoangeli – There was a full baseline report done prior to construction. 
 
Public comment closed at 7:21pm 
   
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Timmins to approve agenda; seconded by White. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 
 
D. CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together for 

one Board motion without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the agenda from any 
member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 
a) RECEIVE AND FILE: 
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1. Draft Unapproved Minutes of: 
1. Township Board minutes 03/03/15 
2. Parks & Rec minutes 1/22/15 

                            
             b)       ACTION: 
   1. Draft Unapproved Minutes of: 

     1.     Planning Commission minutes: 03/09/15 
 

E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 1.  None    
 
Motion by Timmins to approve consent calendar; supported by Balentine.  Motion passed unanimously  
 
 
F. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Letter dated 4/13/15 from C. Abernathy regarding Traverse Bay RV Resort Expansion SUP read into meeting.  
Copy attached to minutes. 
Letter dated 4/10/15 from Tim Norman, Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, regarding Traverse Bay RV Resort 
Expansion SUP read into meeting.  Copy attached to minutes. 
Letter dated 3/31/15 from Haggards Plumbing and Heating regarding Traverse Bay RV Resort Expansion SUP 
read into meeting.  Copy attached to minutes. 
Voice mail, 4/13/15 from Lot 4 supporting RV Park expansions. 
 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 a)  Traverse Bay RV Resort Expansion SUP – Opened hearing at 7:29pm. 
B. Kelley- Provided drawing for planning commission members and read a prepared statement that is attached to 

the minutes. 
 
Public hearing closed at 7:33pm. 
  
H. NEW BUSINESS: Traverse Bay RV Park Site Plan Review 
 
J. Iacoangeli – Discussed in detail the Beckett & Raeder site plan review that was in the planning commission 
packet and part of the agenda.  The packet and review included a storm water calculation review from Gosling 
Czubak, an Impact Assessment Statement prepared by JML Design Group for the applicant, letters of proposed 
modifications to existing plan, reviews and comments from Grand Traverse Metro Fire, MDEQ Environmental 
Quality, MDEQ campground construction permit, Grand Traverse County Soil and Erosion, Grand Traverse 
County DPW, and Grand Traverse County Health Department.  David Graves of MDEQ states that the 
application is presently for connection of 12 sites to the existing septic system.  Grand Traverse County Health 
Department will do joint inspections with the MDEQ for a new system and also does “flow monitoring”.  Becket 
& Raeder also requested and receive a Storm Water Control Plan Review and recommendations from a 3rd party 
firm called Cardno, Inc. 
 
Emphasized in the review in several instances is the need for enhanced storm water control measures on this 
project due to the proximity to the wetlands.  They are in compliance with local ordinance, however, there are 
some steep slopes that need to be addressed and added protection adhered to.  The Cardno report points that out.  
Other key items with respect to the review include how they plan to remove household waste (central facility or 
otherwise), landscaping, and how they plan to address some of the items in the Cardno review such as the use of 
enhanced storm water measures and verification from the Health Department that the current septic system 
capacity si able to handle the 12 additional lots. 
 
B.Balentine – How can we approve if MDEQ and Health Department have not approved the additional 80 units. 
 
N. Lennox- The Health Department does not have to approve; they are under the jurisdiction of the of the MDEQ 
and work in conjunction with the DEQ and may do joint inspections but the MDEQ is the responsible agency for 
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the permitting.  They have all of the plans. 
J. Iacoangeli – The memo states that the County has spoken with Dave Graves of MDEQ who states the approval 
is for the connection of the 12 additional sites to the existing system; not the 80.   
 
M. Timmins – So are we only looking at approving the 12 sites tonight and not the 80? 
 
K. Wentzloff- The sheets that I would need to sign off on include all 80 sites or full build-out which is where I am 
confused. 
 
S. Feringa – The agencies only review what you are going to do right now.  Catch-22 situation since they look at 
the entire build out but only review the current portion which in this case is the 12 sites. 
 
M. Timmins – Section 1.1. of the Cardno report states “the site complies with the mandated 25 foot setback of any 
structure from a wetland habitat except for the proposed culver location under the proposed road that connects the 
east and west overlooks drives.  This culvert will be set within the wetland habitat and the surrounding road fill 
will partially fill as well as encroach upon the existing wetland.”  This concerns me. 
  
K. Wentzloff – Asked if applicant would like to address. 
 
Fred Campbell on behalf of owner addressed concerns.   

 Currently stuck in loop as Phases III and IV were previously approved. 
 Culvert location is not a defined creek or stream as indicated on GIS maps. 
 The GIS map makes it appear as if this location is a creek the size of Yuba 
 If you continue with this same “creek”, it “crosses” four different holes of the golf course; from personal 

experience this is not the case.  The “creek” does not exist on any of those holes.  
 We have approval from DEQ for a 36” corrugated culvert; the Cardno review recommends in the report a 

box culvert which is to allow for aquatic or semi-aquatic organisms to transfer from one side of the area 
to the other.  This is not a stream or defined body of water it is basically a wetted vegetative area like a 
detention pond that retains water.  

 Toe of slope in the 12 unit addition (area 3A) is greater than 312 feet from Yuba Creek. Averages out to 
400 ft. 

 
J. Iacoangeli – Having worked with communities in the past with respect to watersheds in relation to the Cardno 
review is that over time, the culverts will begin to clog which then changes the ecological conditions and habitat.  
The box culvert provides a greater area to allow free transfer from one side to the other.  If,. you look around the 
state road projects, they are removing the round culvert type and replacing with the box culvert in order to reduce 
the flow resistance.  I think it is a reasonable recommendation.  Additionally, though the area may be 312 feet 
from the creek, our township landscape maps have this entire area as an existing sensitive area.  You have the 
creek and all of the riparian areas next to it that needs to be addressed.  The site is a micro version of VGT and the 
Cardno report is basically laying out the same technologies to be used here.  You have to use enhanced measures 
for stormwater management and control due to the types of soils, proximity to the creek and in some instances the 
steep slopes; not just the basic best management practices. 
 
F. Campbell – The area of the culvert is the only area where we would be encroaching on the wetland setbacks 
and this would occur only during construction.  We are asking for approval of Phase 3A.  In Gosling Czubak 
review, they were interested in the stormwater flow from retention basins into the wetlands.  If we were to have a 
significant rain event, the detention basins would allow a slow release of storm water.  When the entire project 
was submitted 5 years ago, plans were approved by the township, the County Soil and Erosion, and MDEQ.  
When we re-applied in January, one of the things that changed was the County ordinance.  If you compare the 
plans from five years ago to today, you will notice that there is a change of 33,000 more gallons held today.  
 
M. Timmins- Additional question on septic fields 
 
F. Campbell -  An additional 49 units/lots can be added to existing septic field.  MDEQ (D. Graves) inspects the 
site every year to re-license and is very familiar with the site.  The septic fields are designed for each lot to handle 
40 gallons per day for four months.  Quantity is monitored on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis.   The proposed 
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12 lots of Phase 3A would go to existing system.  As a reminder, five years ago DEQ issued a permit for the 
additional 81 units, the County approved the approved the 81 units and the township issued a land use permit for 
the additional 81 units.  The only thing that has changed was the economics.  To respond to townships concerns 
with previous stormwater issues, in addition to the Cardno Report, and the Gosling Czubak Report, the developer 
on his own hired on his own Jozwiak Consulting.  The Jozwiak Report adds additional measures to protect the 
wetlands and specifies a specific construction sequence to be able to minimize impact, build the road and a cul-
de-sac as required by GT Metro Fire. 
 
Balentine -  How long will this take? 
 
D. Scheppe (developer) -  Immediately. Minimal disturbance and seeding as fast as possible.  As owner I am there 
180 days and do not want anything to happen.  This project, it is a slower way, I don’t want to do 81 at one time, 
but this 12. 
 
Balentine – Who is to insure this occurs in writing. 
 
J. Iacoangeli- The methodology outlined by Jozwiak is not provided on any drawings at this time 
 
F. Campbell – Tried to include with packet but was too late. 
 
S. Feringa – Show us limits of construction 
 
Balentine – Who is really knowledgeable about managing construction in/and around Yuba Creek to insure 
protections 
 
J. Iacoangeli – That would be Cardno by reviewing revised drawings.  That is all that can be done. 
 
Balentine – Environmental impact study needed? 
 
J. Iacoangeli – We already know what the impact.  What we are looking at right now is Phase 3A. 
 
F. Campbell – We already had approval for the 81 units.  If we had erased all other phases and showed only 3A 
would that have made it easier?  Unfortunately, if we were to do that, the MDEQ, knowing they had already 
approved the 81 units, it would be confusing to them.  GT Soil and Erosion is a similar issue.  Same issue with the 
land use permit as it expires before 
 
J. Iacoangeli – We are looking at the 12 units only tonight; the developer just showed the entire build out. 
Developer has to make a decision if they are looking for site plan approval for Phase 3A only, or the entire build 
out to include Phase 3 and Phase 4.  If the applicant is looking for approval on the additional 81 lots, then we 
would be looking for the need to come back next month due to a number of issues raised in public comment, 
agency reviews and the site plan review that need to be addressed and resolved.  The additional 12 sites is lot 
more manageable than the 80. 
 
F. Campbell – We asked for approval of the 12 additional units.  The planning commission asked to see the 
overall buildout of the 80 units.   
 
J. Iacoangeli -  Recommend to planning commission to approve Phase 3A for the 12 units with stipulations.   
 
K. Wentzloff – The application just doesn’t seem to match what we would be approving.   
 
F. Campbell – We ask for site plan approval of the 12 units only. 
 
Motion by Feringa to recommend for approval to the Acme Township Board the major amendment to 99-03SUP 
Phase 3A and the site plan submitted for the construction of 12 additional RV sites with the following 
stipulations: 

1) The Park Model buildings will not have permanent foundations and must have wheels; 
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2) All agency reviews and approvals received; 
3) The Coach Houses can be permanently affixed to the RV unit site; 
4) Incorporate recommendations from the Cardno review; 
5) Submit drawing that shows limits of construction along with enlarged site plan of the 12 additional RV 

site area and work; 
6) Conform to the Acme Township ordinance for native landscape plantings; 
7) The approved site plan package be signed by the Chairperson of the Planning Commission and the 

Applicant, or their representative; 
8) Prior to issuance of Land Use Permit, final plans to be reviewed by Beckett & Raeder, Cardno, and any 

other consultants of Beckett & Raeder to insure recommendations have been followed.  
 
Timmins support the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

   
I. OLD BUSINESS: 
 a) US 31/M72 Business District: Architectural Standards revision – J. Iacoangeli presented revisions of 
Architectural Standards. Concerns of Acme Business Association were taken into consideration.  T. Forgette 
identified a mistake with the document regarding the storm water component.  J Jocks suggest we create a formal 
document with adds/removes for a recommended approval document for next month. 
  
J. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS 
 
J. Hefner – Thank you to PC for working hard.  
Closed at 8:57pm  
 1.  Zoning Administrator update on projects: Getting inquires but nothing concrete. K. Wentzloff 

commented on trailer at Tractor Supply that appears to be used for signage.  T. Forgette commented on 
unclear entrance for Tractor Supply.  D. White commented that site appears to mimic site plan we 
approved. 

 2.  Planning Consultant: Form based code work; final engineering plans for storm water at VGT.  
Construction starting on M-72 next week. 

 3.  P C Education etc.: None 
 

  
ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn by M. Timmins.  Support by B. Balentine. Motion passed unanimously. 9:03pm 



To: Acme Township Planning Commission
From: Brian Kelley, Acme Township
Date: April 13, 2015

Good Evening,
The RV park looks like a well run business. I am not opposed to the expansion, but I have very serious 
concerns about the proximity to the creek.

In reviewing the packet materials for this project, I could not find a plan or document that depicted the 
location of the development in relation to Yuba Creek. That critical view is conspicuously missing.

Using a plan document, google satellite images, and google map data, a friend assembled a scale composite 
image that shows the proximity of the creek on the east side of the project expansion, and also running 
through the middle of the project.  I am including that with my comment and have provided you a copy.  
The project is obviously trying to get as close as absolutely possible to the creek and wetlands. This raises 
the question of what we consider the actual border ­ where do the wetlands begin? We need an impartial 
determination of that.

As we have learned from other projects, clay cannot be filtered or stopped by silt fences and straw bales. 
This project features clay soils, and extremely steep slopes.  It is also located essentially on top of a branch 
of Yuba creek.

That is a trifeca of challenges ­ clay, steep slopes and proximity to one of our cold water trout streams.

I spoke with Dan Thorell of the Grand Traverse Health Department regarding this project. He also noted the 
lack of documents depicting the creek. I asked him to pull up the google imagery of the site.  He was very 
surprised and said he unaware of the proximity of the creek to the development.  He was very concerned 
about it and said he would
be contacting David Graves of the DEQ. He confirmed that the DEQ review only looked at the 12 units and 
not the rest of the expansion project. The email from the DEQ reflects that. They are only looking at the 12 
units, not the entire proposed expansion.  The GT health department has also ONLY looked at the 12 units 
of the expansion, not the entire proposed 80.

This project must be fully and knowingly reviewed by the DEQ and county health before it is approved by 
the township.

The scheduling of this project is described in plan documents as "market driven". That, and the schedule, 
raise concerns about earth and soil change scheduling. The plan calls for planting exposed soils only after 
project completion. The project schedule indicates construction from Fall 2015 through December 2016.  
That could be a very long period of exposed soils on the site, washing into the creek and bay.  Acme has left 
this to chance before with very poor results.

Based on the large number of issues found in the stormwater review, I am not convinced they have all been 
found.  Especially given the potential for the DEQ to require revisions.

Our Acme Master Plan requires that our Creeks and wetlands are protected.  The complexity of this project, 
and attempt to get as close as possible to wetlands demands great scrutiny.  The township should require the 
developer to hire an expert to review the potential impact of this project before moving forward.
Thank you,  

Brian Kelley















 
 
 
 

To: Acme Township Board of Trustees 
 
From: Tom Henkel, Facilities & Parks Manager 
 
Date: 5/4/2015 
 
Re: April Monthly Update 
 

 
The Following is a summary of key activities underway. 
 

Parks: 
Replacement tables and benches have been distributed in Bayside, 
shoreline and Sayler Parks. The old tables have been separated and will 
be moved to the shop to be evaluated for further use after repairs and 
refinishing or be junked. 
Fall/spring cleanup will commence as soon as the cemeteries are done.   
Bayside gate has been open since April 15 the restrooms and Sayler Park 
should open around may 20th.  
Water is up as you know, beach grooming shall commence soon as I have 
time after fall/spring clean cleanup.  
Fertilizing shall occur as time allows. 
Have 1 different style trash can on hand as a prototype to decide if it’s the 
style we want to go to. A lot less intrusive looking.  
 
 
Cemeteries: 
Fall cleanup underway, Yuba done, Acme in process. 
Fertilizing will occur after clean up. 
Sexton duties thus far, survey for two footings and one burial. 
Made contact with Blackmore Property Maintenance they are doing our 
grave digging now. We should get together shortly to go over duties. 



Spoils pile at Acme Cemetery moved out soon as I am finished with leaves. 
New Veteran flags are ordered, will be installed by Memorial Day. 
 
Buildings/Grounds: 
 
Contacted county road about Acme Road shoulders, they came out and 
graded by the lodge. Jay and I are working with them about possibly getting 
Acme road wedged and shoulders paved. 
I have to widen the dumpster screen as the new American Waste 
containers are wider than Waste Managements. So I will R&R the screen 
with new panels and gates. ASAP. Trash day is Mondays again so I 
changed the Do not park sign back.  
We have a new recycle curby cart in the fire hall now, for your 
convenience, as part of the deal.   
Per Jay, I contacted three local painting firms about painting the hall. 
Only received one proposal back. Painting by Paul, Wash, prep, caulk 
same color one coat. $11,000.00.     
 
Equipment/Fixtures: 
All major equipment has been serviced in house, and is ready to go. 
  
 
Surface Water Quality Testing: 
Testing was performed for April. 
 
Beach Water Quality Testing: 
Attended Beach Monitoring Stakeholders Meeting 5/8/2015 
 
Invasive Species: 
Nothing of note. 
 
Planning: 
Park Advisory Board, not meeting until fall. 
Worked on budget with Jay. 
Sent Jay a work progress status report.  
 
General Activities: 
Attended M.R.P.A. Spring Meeting on 4/10/2015 in Alpena. 
Attended Arboriculture Society of Michigan, class at Great Lake Power at 
Boyne City on “Electrical Hazards and Prevention” on 4/21/2015. 





 
 
 

Grand Traverse County 
2015 

Equalization Report 



April 14, 2015 

Honorable Board of Commissioners 
Grand Traverse County 
Governmental Center 
400 Boardman Ave 
Traverse City, MI 49684 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The Grand Traverse County Equalization Department has prepared this equalization report as authorized 
by the County Board of Commissioners.  I recommend that the Grand Traverse County Board of 
Commissioners adopt the proposed County equalized values in this report. 

This report is a result of an equalization study in every class of real property and of the total personal 
property in all fourteen (14) assessing units of Grand Traverse County. 

This report does not embrace any property taxed under P.A. 77 of 1951; P.A. 68 or 1963; P.A. 199 of 
1974; P.A. 385 of 1994; P.A. 224 of 1995; P.A. 147 of 1992 or Section 5 of Article IX of the 
Constitution of the State of Michigan. 

All County equalized values are subject to review and change by the Michigan State Tax Commission 
until the fourth Monday in May, when the final order is issued. 

The resolution adopting the 2015 Grand Traverse County Equalization Report is located on the pages 
following. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James D. Baker, MMAO 
Director 
Grand Traverse County Equalization Department 

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY
EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT

400 BOARDMAN AVENUE 
TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684-2577 

Phone: 231.922.4772 
Fax: 231.922.4447 

www.co.grand-traverse.mi.us 
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Equalization 2015 

April 14, 2015 

By Grand Traverse County Board of Commissioners: 

WHEREAS, The Grand Traverse County Equalization Department has established the various valuations 
of each of the units of government of Grand Traverse County, and 

WHEREAS, each of the thirteen (13) townships, two (2) villages and one (1) City have had the 
opportunity to review the equalization factors with the Equalization Department, and 

WHEREAS, this Board of Commissioners feels that these valuations are in order, 

NOW, THEREOFRE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grand Traverse County Board of Commissioners has 
adopted the 2015 equalized valuations for each city, village, and township recommended by the Grand 
Traverse County Equalization Director, as contained in this report, pursuant to Sec. 211.34 MCL 1948, as 
amended. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In facilitating the completion of a project of this nature and magnitude, the support of a number of 
organizations and individuals was absolutely necessary, and I am grateful to all the participants. 

The burden of maintaining a county-wide property information network while meeting impending 
statutory deadlines was carried out extraordinarily well by the staff of the Grand Traverse County 
Equalization Department.  I would like to thank the Grand Traverse County Board of Commissioners for 
providing the Department with the resources to accomplish these duties.  Also, I would like to express 
my gratitude to the Assessors of the cities, townships, and villages of Grand Traverse County for their 
prompt assistance in the assembling and reporting of data for this analysis. 

FORWARD 

The State Constitution commands the legislature to establish a system of property taxation and a system 
of equalization of assessments. The rationale underlying this approach is that the cost of municipal 
services, such as police and fire protection, and education should be borne through taxation imposed 
upon the general public. Taxation is required to be uniform and fair to all taxpayers. County equalization 
is required to insure that property taxes are uniform and fair within each County and within the State.  
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GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY  
EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT

REPORTS TO 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Christine Maxbauer – Chair 
Dr. Dan Lathrop – Vice-Chair 

Addison “Sonny” Wheelock  
Carol Crawford 
Alisa Kroupa 

Dr. Bob Johnson 
Ron Clous 

ADMINISTRATOR/CONTROLLER

David D. Benda 

DEPARTMENT OF EQUALIZATION

James D. Baker – Director, MMAO 
Kathryn A. Wallace – Deputy Director, MAAO 

Warren Parrish– Appraiser I, PPE 
Susan Karakos – Appraiser III, MAAO 
Russ Casselman – Appraiser II, MCAO 

– Appraiser, MCAO
– Account Clerk Specialist, PPE
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SUPERVISORS, ASSESSORS, PRESIDENTS, & MANAGERS

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 2015 

LOCAL UNIT SUPERVISOR ASSESSOR 

Acme Township (01) Jay B. Zollinger Dawn Kuhns 
Blair Township (02) Patrick Pahl Wendy Witkop 

East Bay Township (03) Glen Lile James D. Baker 
Fife Lake (04) Linda Forwerck Dawn Kuhns 

Garfield Charter Township (05) Chuck Korn Amy DeHaan 
Grant Township (06) Douglas E Moyer Michelle Englebrecht 

Green Lake Township (07) Paul Biondo William Muha 
Long Lake Township (08) Karen J Rosa Angela Friske 
Mayfield Township (09) John E Ockert David Brown 
Paradise Township (10) Tim Trudell Dawn Kuhns 
Peninsula Township (11) Peter Correia Sally Akerley 

Union Township (12) Doug Mansfield Debra Johnson 
Whitewater Township (13) Ron Popp Dawn Kuhns 

 PRESIDENT 

Fife Lake Village (41) Lisa Leedy Dawn Kuhns 
Kingsley Village (42) Rodney Bogart Dawn Kuhns 

 MANAGER 

City of Traverse City (51) Polly Cairns
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TOWNSHIPS & 
CITY

Parcel 
Count 
2014

Parcel 
Count 
2015

% Change CEV  2014 CEV  2015
County 

Equalized 
% Change

TAXABLE 2014 TAXABLE 2015 Taxable % 
Change

 Acme 3,499 3,489 -0.29% $354,980,600 $380,907,300 7.30% $297,705,018 $310,758,561 4.38%
 Blair 4,443 4,464 0.47% $288,190,939 $294,749,825 2.28% $246,940,995 $252,331,426 2.18%
 East Bay 8,282 8,242 -0.48% $596,959,700 $612,760,950 2.65% $507,658,665 $520,406,616 2.51%
 Fife Lake 1,304 1,298 -0.46% $60,191,100 $63,452,000 5.42% $50,018,453 $51,491,806 2.95%
 Garfield 8,123 8,538 5.11% $931,528,500 $963,686,700 3.45% $822,874,810 $841,836,192 2.30%
 Grant 1,103 1,103 0.00% $63,713,006 $66,553,900 4.46% $49,107,074 $50,757,423 3.36%
 Green Lake 4,012 4,003 -0.22% $292,728,400 $297,960,700 1.79% $260,946,160 $262,727,061 0.68%
 Long Lake 4,938 4,943 0.10% $498,868,800 $529,708,700 6.18% $425,939,461 $447,595,942 5.08%
 Mayfield 1,113 1,093 -1.80% $69,470,147 $70,713,572 1.79% $55,396,995 $55,530,978 0.24%
 Paradise 2,527 2,538 0.44% $136,248,800 $139,968,100 2.73% $114,316,687 $117,590,585 2.86%
 Peninsula 4,194 4,201 0.17% $799,662,300 $813,688,900 1.75% $613,890,269 $632,533,235 3.04%
 Union 435 436 0.23% $27,116,100 $27,741,413 2.31% $22,683,573 $22,887,443 0.90%
 Whitewater 2,007 2,002 -0.25% $224,712,500 $236,983,900 5.46% $182,232,168 $188,534,174 3.46%
 Traverse City 8,405 8,521 1.38% $980,126,400 $1,029,307,700 5.02% $824,372,958 $865,547,253 4.99%
TOTALS 54,385 54,871 0.89% $5,324,497,292 $5,528,183,660 3.83% $4,474,083,286 $4,620,528,695 3.273%

2015 GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY - ALL AD VALOREM PROPERTY
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TOWNSHIPS & 
CITY

Parcel 
Count 
2014

Parcel 
Count 
2015

% Change CEV  2014 CEV  2015 % Change TAXABLE 2014 TAXABLE 2015 % 
Change

ACME 3,327 3,323 -0.12% $339,532,800 $362,612,200 6.80% $282,257,218 $292,463,461 3.62%
BLAIR 4,144 4,152 0.19% $271,490,609 $277,595,525 2.25% $230,240,665 $235,177,126 2.14%
EAST BAY 7,531 7,549 0.24% $572,498,400 $585,814,850 2.33% $483,376,426 $493,460,516 2.09%
FIFE LAKE 1,245 1,242 -0.24% $57,307,800 $60,487,900 5.55% $47,207,218 $48,593,903 2.94%
GARFIELD 6,670 6,598 -1.08% $845,837,200 $873,266,100 3.24% $737,183,510 $751,415,592 1.93%
GRANT 1,042 1,038 -0.38% $57,336,206 $60,134,100 4.88% $42,774,255 $44,379,569 3.75%
GREEN LAKE 3,816 3,815 -0.03% $276,232,200 $285,232,500 3.26% $244,449,960 $249,998,861 2.27%
LONG LAKE 4,777 4,792 0.31% $489,721,100 $520,446,800 6.27% $416,791,761 $438,334,042 5.17%
MAYFIELD 1,021 1,026 0.49% $64,366,657 $66,479,472 3.28% $50,293,685 $51,303,101 2.01%
PARADISE 2,426 2,439 0.54% $130,943,800 $134,603,600 2.79% $109,147,761 $112,327,070 2.91%
PENINSULA 4,086 4,086 0.00% $790,857,500 $804,590,100 1.74% $605,085,469 $623,434,435 3.03%
UNION 392 393 0.26% $25,080,700 $26,041,213 3.83% $20,648,173 $21,187,243 2.61%
WHITEWATER 1,905 1,904 -0.05% $215,905,100 $227,719,500 5.47% $173,432,968 $179,269,774 3.37%
TRAVERSE CITY 6,730 6,779 0.73% $919,097,100 $961,794,500 4.65% $763,344,733 $798,034,053 4.54%
TOTALS 49,112 49,136 0.05% $5,056,207,172 $5,246,818,360 3.77% $4,206,233,802 $4,339,378,746 3.165%

TOWNSHIPS & 
CITY

Parcel 
Count 
2014

Parcel 
Count 
2015

% Change CEV  2014 CEV  2015 % Change TAXABLE 2014 TAXABLE 2015 % 
Change

ACME 172 166 -3.49% $15,447,800 $18,295,100 18.43% $15,447,800 $18,295,100 18.43%
BLAIR 299 312 4.35% $16,700,330 $17,154,300 2.72% $16,700,330 $17,154,300 2.72%
EAST BAY 751 693 -7.72% $24,461,300 $26,946,100 10.16% $24,282,239 $26,946,100 10.97%
FIFE LAKE 59 56 -5.08% $2,883,300 $2,964,100 2.80% $2,811,235 $2,897,903 3.08%
GARFIELD 1,453 1,940 33.52% $85,691,300 $90,420,600 5.52% $85,691,300 $90,420,600 5.52%
GRANT 61 65 6.56% $6,376,800 $6,419,800 0.67% $6,332,819 $6,377,854 0.71%
GREEN LAKE 196 188 -4.08% $16,496,200 $12,728,200 -22.84% $16,496,200 $12,728,200 -22.84%
LONG LAKE 161 151 -6.21% $9,147,700 $9,261,900 1.25% $9,147,700 $9,261,900 1.25%
MAYFIELD 92 67 -27.17% $5,103,490 $4,234,100 -17.04% $5,103,310 $4,227,877 -17.15%
PARADISE 101 99 -1.98% $5,305,000 $5,364,500 1.12% $5,168,926 $5,263,515 1.83%
PENINSULA 108 115 6.48% $8,804,800 $9,098,800 3.34% $8,804,800 $9,098,800 3.34%
UNION 43 43 0.00% $2,035,400 $1,700,200 -16.47% $2,035,400 $1,700,200 -16.47%
WHITEWATER 102 98 -3.92% $8,807,400 $9,264,400 5.19% $8,799,200 $9,264,400 5.29%
TRAVERSE CITY 1,675 1,742 4.00% $61,029,300 $67,513,200 10.62% $61,028,225 $67,513,200 10.63%
TOTALS 5,273 5,735 8.76% $268,290,120 $281,365,300 4.87% $267,849,484 $281,149,949 4.966%

2015 GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY - REAL PROPERTY

2015 GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY - PERSONAL PROPERTY
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FRACTIONAL UNIT
2015 COUNTY EQUALIZED VALUES

TOTAL VALUE: $5,528,183,660
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FRACTIONAL UNIT
2015 COUNTY TAXABLE VALUES

TOTAL VALUE: $4,620,528,695
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GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY
2015 COUNTY EQUALIZED VALUES

BY CLASSIFICATION

TOTAL VALUE: $5,528,183,660

1
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GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY
2015 TAXABLE VALUES

BY CLASSIFICATION

TOTAL VALUE: $4,620,528,695

1
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Governmental Unit               Ag    Comm     Ind     Res     T-C     Dev   Total       Ag    Comm     Ind     Res    Util   Total    Exempt     Total

                                ---------------------- Real ----------------------       ----------------- Personal ---------------               Grand

County:  28 GRAND TRAVERSE

Parcel Count Report Page: 
DB: Gt15

03/31/2015

09:57 AM

1/1

Totals                         877    3302     263   44694       0       0   49136        0    5328     155       3     249    5735      1400     56271

TRAVERSE CITY (51)               0    1023      48    5708       0       0    6779        0    1690      47       0       5    1742       375      8896

 WHITEWATER TWP (13)            75      48       7    1774       0       0    1904        0      60       6       0      32      98        85      2087

 UNION TWP (12)                  0       4       5     384       0       0     393        0      12       0       0      31      43        44       480

 PENINSULA TWP (11)            220      76       4    3786       0       0    4086        0     111       0       2       2     115       138      4339

 PARADISE TWP (10)              81      87       7    2264       0       0    2439        0      78       1       0      20      99        83      2621

 MAYFIELD TWP (09)             149      21       4     852       0       0    1026        0      46       0       0      21      67        15      1108

 LONG LAKE TWP (08)             44     102       4    4642       0       0    4792        0     141       3       1       6     151        47      4990

 GREEN LAKE TWP (07)             0     158      12    3645       0       0    3815        0     173       6       0       9     188        88      4091

 GRANT TWP (06)                143       9      19     867       0       0    1038        0      32       1       0      32      65        25      1128

 GARFIELD CHTR TWP (05)          0    1008      75    5515       0       0    6598        0    1886      49       0       5    1940       172      8710

 FIFE LAKE TWP (04)             27      46       2    1167       0       0    1242        0      46       3       0       7      56        70      1368

 EAST BAY CHTR TWP (03)         28     185      50    7286       0       0    7549        0     624      30       0      39     693       147      8389

 BLAIR TWP (02)                 36     320      15    3781       0       0    4152        0     275       5       0      32     312        46      4510

 ACME TOWNSHIP (01)             74     215      11    3023       0       0    3323        0     154       4       0       8     166        65      3554

1
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Equalization Report

GRAND TRAVERSE

Page: 
DB: Gt15

03/31/2015

08:10 AM

1/5

Totals           60,487,900         60,487,900            2,964,100  50.00   2,964,100   63,452,000   63,452,000        1.15

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential      52,687,700  49.13  52,687,700  1.000000

Industrial          599,000  49.81     599,000  1.000000

Commercial        4,200,900  49.25   4,200,900  1.000000

Agricultural      3,000,300  49.62   3,000,300  1.000000

-- 04  FIFE LAKE TWP (04) --

Totals          585,814,850        585,814,850           26,946,100  50.00  26,946,100  612,760,950  612,760,950       11.08

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     501,365,500  49.37 501,365,500  1.000000

Industrial       12,331,300  49.62  12,331,300  1.000000

Commercial       67,712,150  49.21  67,712,150  1.000000

Agricultural      4,405,900  49.57   4,405,900  1.000000

-- 03  EAST BAY CHTR TWP (03) --

Totals          277,595,525        277,595,525           17,154,300  50.00  17,154,300  294,749,825  294,749,825        5.33

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     215,924,275  49.92 215,924,275  1.000000

Industrial        2,708,400  49.94   2,708,400  1.000000

Commercial       54,383,600  49.93  54,383,600  1.000000

Agricultural      4,579,250  49.56   4,579,250  1.000000

-- 02  BLAIR TWP (02) --

Totals          362,612,200        362,612,200           18,295,100  50.00  18,295,100  380,907,300  380,907,300        6.89

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     291,562,200  49.53 291,562,200  1.000000

Industrial        3,040,500  49.83   3,040,500  1.000000

Commercial       52,927,200  49.70  52,927,200  1.000000

Agricultural     15,082,300  49.96  15,082,300  1.000000

-- 01  ACME TOWNSHIP (01) --

  Unit                 Real  Ratio        Real   Factor    Personal  Ratio    Personal        Total        Total       Total

Assessment         Assessed          Equalized             Assessed          Equalized     Assessed    Equalized    % County

1
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Equalization Report

GRAND TRAVERSE

Page: 
DB: Gt15

03/31/2015

08:10 AM

2/5

Totals          520,446,800        520,446,800            9,261,900  50.00   9,261,900  529,708,700  529,708,700        9.58

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     502,217,200  49.49 502,217,200  1.000000

Industrial        1,033,500  49.88   1,033,500  1.000000

Commercial        9,376,000  49.96   9,376,000  1.000000

Agricultural      7,820,100  49.57   7,820,100  1.000000

-- 08  LONG LAKE TWP (08) --

Totals          285,232,500        285,232,500           12,728,200  50.00  12,728,200  297,960,700  297,960,700        5.39

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     266,748,800  49.28 266,748,800  1.000000

Industrial        3,513,400  50.00   3,513,400  1.000000

Commercial       14,970,300  50.00  14,970,300  1.000000

Agricultural              0  50.00           0  1.000000

-- 07  GREEN LAKE TWP (07) --

Totals           60,134,100         60,134,100            6,419,800  50.00   6,419,800   66,553,900   66,553,900        1.20

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential      45,152,600  49.85  45,152,600  1.000000

Industrial          566,800  49.78     566,800  1.000000

Commercial          480,000  49.76     480,000  1.000000

Agricultural     13,934,700  49.08  13,934,700  1.000000

-- 06  GRANT TWP (06) --

Totals          873,266,100        873,266,100           90,420,600  50.00  90,420,600  963,686,700  963,686,700       17.43

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     491,109,300  49.44 491,109,300  1.000000

Industrial       22,851,300  49.63  22,851,300  1.000000

Commercial      359,305,500  49.75 359,305,500  1.000000

Agricultural              0  50.00           0  1.000000

-- 05  GARFIELD CHTR TWP (05) --

  Unit                 Real  Ratio        Real   Factor    Personal  Ratio    Personal        Total        Total       Total

Assessment         Assessed          Equalized             Assessed          Equalized     Assessed    Equalized    % County

1
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Equalization Report

GRAND TRAVERSE

Page: 
DB: Gt15

03/31/2015

08:10 AM

3/5

Totals           26,041,213         26,041,213            1,700,200  50.00   1,700,200   27,741,413   27,741,413        0.50

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential      25,328,113  49.56  25,328,113  1.000000

Industrial           50,900  49.39      50,900  1.000000

Commercial          662,200  49.33     662,200  1.000000

Agricultural              0  50.00           0  1.000000

-- 12  UNION TWP (12) --

Totals          804,590,100        804,590,100            9,098,800  50.00   9,098,800  813,688,900  813,688,900       14.72

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     736,995,900  49.82 736,995,900  1.000000

Industrial          689,200  49.98     689,200  1.000000

Commercial       14,744,500  49.98  14,744,500  1.000000

Agricultural     52,160,500  49.98  52,160,500  1.000000

-- 11  PENINSULA TWP (11) --

Totals          134,603,600        134,603,600            5,364,500  50.00   5,364,500  139,968,100  139,968,100        2.53

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     118,385,200  49.97 118,385,200  1.000000

Industrial          126,500  49.72     126,500  1.000000

Commercial        8,081,100  49.59   8,081,100  1.000000

Agricultural      8,010,800  49.37   8,010,800  1.000000

-- 10  PARADISE TWP (10) --

Totals           66,479,472         66,479,472            4,234,100  50.00   4,234,100   70,713,572   70,713,572        1.28

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential      47,497,800  49.70  47,497,800  1.000000

Industrial           99,500  49.33      99,500  1.000000

Commercial        2,674,800  49.85   2,674,800  1.000000

Agricultural     16,207,372  49.80  16,207,372  1.000000

-- 09  MAYFIELD TWP (09) --

  Unit                 Real  Ratio        Real   Factor    Personal  Ratio    Personal        Total        Total       Total

Assessment         Assessed          Equalized             Assessed          Equalized     Assessed    Equalized    % County
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Equalization Report

GRAND TRAVERSE

Page: 
DB: Gt15

03/31/2015

08:10 AM

4/5

Totals          961,794,500        961,794,500           67,513,200  50.00  67,513,2001,029,307,7001,029,307,700       18.62

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     604,420,800  49.92 604,420,800  1.000000

Industrial       27,916,200  49.80  27,916,200  1.000000

Commercial      329,457,500  49.98 329,457,500  1.000000

Agricultural              0  50.00           0  1.000000

-- 51 TRAVERSE CITY (51) --

Totals          227,719,500        227,719,500            9,264,400  50.00   9,264,400  236,983,900  236,983,900        4.29

Developmental             0  50.00           0  1.000000

Timber-Cutover            0  50.00           0  1.000000

Residential     205,212,800  49.99 205,212,800  1.000000

Industrial        2,174,300  49.68   2,174,300  1.000000

Commercial        6,300,400  49.48   6,300,400  1.000000

Agricultural     14,032,000  49.78  14,032,000  1.000000

-- 13  WHITEWATER TWP (13) --

  Unit                 Real  Ratio        Real   Factor    Personal  Ratio    Personal        Total        Total       Total

Assessment         Assessed          Equalized             Assessed          Equalized     Assessed    Equalized    % County

1
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Equalization Report

GRAND TRAVERSE

Page: 
DB: Gt15

03/31/2015

08:10 AM

5/5

                   5,246,818,360  5,246,818,360   100.00    281,365,300    281,365,300    100.00    100.00   5,528,183,660   5,528,183,660

Personal                                                    281,365,300    281,365,300      5.09      5.09

Developmental                  0              0     0.00                                    0.00      0.00

Timber-Cutover                 0              0     0.00                                    0.00      0.00

Residential        4,104,608,188  4,104,608,188    78.23                                   74.25     74.25

Industrial            77,700,800     77,700,800     1.48                                    1.41      1.41

Commercial           925,276,150    925,276,150    17.63                                   16.74     16.74

Agricultural         139,233,222    139,233,222     2.65                                    2.52      2.52

                            Real           Real    Total       Personal       Personal  % County   % County          Total           Total

Grand Totals            Assessed      Equalized   % Real       Assessed      Equalized  Assessed  Equalized       Assessed       Equalized

1
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Michigan Department of Treasury STC 
608 (Rev. 3-02) Personal and Real Property - TOTALS 

L-4024 
Grand Traverse County 

Statement of acreage and valuation in the year 2015 made in accordance with Sections 209.1 - 209.8 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

Number of Acres Total Real Property Valuations Personal Property Valuations Total Real Plus 
Assessed Personal Property 

Township or City 
(Col. 1) (Col. 2) (Col. 3) (Col. 4) (Col. 5) (Col. 6) (Col. 7) 

Acres Hundredths Assessed Valuations Equalized Valuations Assessed Valuations Equalized Valuations Assessed Valuations Equalized Valuations 

Acme 13,261.37 362,612,200 362,612,200 18,295,100 18,295,100 380,907,300 380,907,300 

Blair 22,746.58 277,595,525 277,595,525 17,154,300 17,154,300 294,749,825 294,749,825 

East Bay 28,192.41 585,814,850 585,814,850 26,946,100 26,946,100 612,760,950 612,760,950 

Fife Lake 22,539.35 60,487,900 60,487,900 2,964,100 2,964,100 63,452,000 63,452,000 

Garfield 13,769.73 873,266,100 873,266,100 90,420,600 90,420,600 963,686,700 963,686,700 

Grant 22,795.37 60,134,1 00 60,134,100 6,419,800 6,419,800 66,553,900 66,553,900 

Green Lake 18,943.23 285,232,500 285,232,500 12,728,200 12,728,200 297,960,700 297,960,700 

Long Lake 19,419.70 520,446,800 520,446,800 9,261 ,900 9,261 ,900 529,708,700 529,708,700 
. 

Mayfield 23,110.94 66,479,472 66,479,472 4,234,100 4,234,100 70,713,572 70,713,572 

Paradise 30,956.18 134,603,600 134,603,600 5,364,500 5,364,500 139,968,100 139,968,100 

Peninsula 17,157.17 804,590,100 804,590,100 9,098,800 9,098,800 813,688,900 813,688,900 

Union 23,034.16 26,041 ,213 26,041 ,213 1,700,200 1,700,200 27,741 ,413 27,741,413 

Whitewater 30,307.36 227,719,500 227,719,500 9,264,400 9,264,400 236,983,900 236,983,900 

Traverse City 8,789.80 961 ,794,500 961,794,500 67,513,200 67,513,200 1,029,307,700 1,029,307,700 

Totals for County 295,023.35 5,246,818,360 5,246,818,360 281,365,300 281 ,365,300 5,528,183,660 5,528,183,660 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 
WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true statement of the number of acres of land, the value of the real property and of the personal property, 
the aggregate valuation of the real property and personal property, the equalized and assessed valuations of real property classifications in each township 
and city in said county as equalized by the Board of Commissioners in April of the reporting year, at a meeting of said board held in pursuant to the 
provisions of sections 209.1 - 209.8, Mel. 1 further certify that said statement does not embrace any property taxed under P.A. 77 of 1951 ; P.A. 68 of 
1963; P A 198 of 1974; PA 225 of 1978; PA 385 of 1984; P A. 224 of 1985; P A 147 of 1992 or Section 5 of Article IX of the Constitution of the State. 

Dated _.L~~""4-' ...,,}'-.'fL· _rt __ . 20M 

c2&M 1(641 
, 

~ation Director of the Board of Commissioners 



Michigan Department of Treasury STC 
608 (Rev. 3-02) 

Grand Traverse County 

Equalized Valuations - REAL 

L-4024 

Statement of acreage and valuation in the year 2015 made in accordance with Sections 209.1 - 209.8 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

Real Property Equalized by County Board of Commissioners 

Township or City 
(Col. 1) (Col. 2) (Col. 3) (Col. 4) (Col. 5) (Col. 6) (Col. 7) 

Agricultural Commercial Industrial Residential Timber-Cutover Developmental Total Real Property 

Acme 15,082,300 52,927,200 3 ,040,500 291 ,562,200 0 0 362,612 ,200 

Blair 4,579,250 54,383,600 2 ,708,400 215 ,924,275 0 0 277,595,525 

East Bay 4 ,405,900 67,712,150 12,331,300 501 ,365,500 0 0 585,814,850 

Fife Lake 3,000,300 4,200,900 599,000 52,687,700 0 0 60,487,900 

Garfield 0 359,305,500 22 ,851 ,300 491,109,300 0 0 873,266,100 

Grant 13,934,700 480,000 566,800 45 ,152,600 0 0 60,134,100 

Green Lake 0 14,970,300 3,513,400 266 ,748,BOO 0 0 285,232,500 

Long Lake 7,820,100 9,376,000 1,033 ,500 502,217,200 0 0 520,446,800 

Mayfield 16,207,372 2,674 ,800 99,500 47,497,800 0 0 66 ,479,472 

Paradise . 8,010,800 8,081 ,100 126,500 118,385,200 0 0 134,603,600 

Peninsula 52,160,500 14,744,500 689,200 736,995,900 0 0 804,590,100 

Union 0 662 ,200 50,900 25 ,328,113 0 0 26 ,041 ,213 

Whitewater 14,032,000 6,300 ,400 2,174,300 205,212,800 0 0 227 ,719,500 

Traverse City 0 329,457,500 27,916 ,200 604 ,420,800 0 0 961,794,500 

Total for County 139,233 ,222 925,276,150 77,700,800 4,104,608,188 0 0 5,246,818,360 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true statement of the number of acres of land, the value of the real property and of the personal property, 
the aggregate valuation of the real property and personal property, the equalized and assessed valuations of real property classifications in each township 
and city in said county as equalized by the Board of Commissioners in April of the reporting year, at a meeting of said board held in pursuant to the 
provisions of sections 209.1 - 209.8, MCl. I further certify that said statement does not embrace any property taxed under P.A. 77 of 1951 ; P.A. 68 of 
1963; P.A. 198 of 1974; P.A. 225 of 1978; P.A. 385 of 1984; P A. 224 of 1985; P.A. 147 of 1992 or Section 5 of Article IX of the Constitution of the State. 

Dated ~ ILjTf ,20~ 

~#2 /[ 0cAn 
~qualization Director Chairperson of Board of Commissioners 



Michigan Department of Treasury STC 
608 (Rev. 3-02) Assessed Valuations - REAL 

L-4024 

Grand Traverse County 

'" '" 

Statement of acreage and valuation in the year 2015 made in accordance with Sections 209.1 - 209.8 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

Real Property Assessed Valuations Approved by Boards of Review 

Township or City 
(Col. 1) (Col. 2) (Col. 3) (Col. 4) (CoL 5) (Col. 6) (Col. 7) 

Agricultural Commercial Industrial Residential Timber-Cutover Developmental Total Real Property 

Acme 15,082,300 52,927,200 3,040 ,500 291 ,562,200 0 0 362,612,200 

Blair 4,579 ,250 54,383,600 2,708,400 215,924,275 0 0 277,595,525 

East Bay 4,405,900 67,712 ,1 50 12,331 ,300 501,365,500 0 0 585,814,850 

Fife Lake 3,000,300 4,200,900 599,000 52,687,700 0 0 60 ,487,900 

Garfield 0 359,305,500 22 ,851,300 491 ,109,300 0 0 873,266,1 00 

Grant 13,934,700 480,000 566,800 45,152,600 0 0 60,134,100 

Green Lake 0 14,970,300 3,513,400 266,748,800 0 0 285,232,500 

Long Lake 7,820 ,1 00 9,376,000 1,033,500 502,217,200 0 0 520,446,800 

Mayfield 16,207,372 2,674,800 99,500 47 ,497,800 0 0 66,479,472 

Paradise 
. 

8,010,800 8,081 ,100 126,500 118,385,200 0 0 134,603,600 

Peninsula 52,160,500 14,744,500 689,200 736,995,900 0 0 804,590,100 

Union 0 662,200 50,900 25 ,328,113 0 0 26,041,213 

Whitewater 14,032 ,000 6,300,400 2,174,300 205,212,800 0 0 227,719,500 

Traverse City 0 329,457,500 27,916,200 604 ,420,800 0 0 961,794,500 

Total for County 139,233,222 925,276,150 77 ,700,800 4,104 ,608,188 0 0 5,246,818,360 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true statement of the number of acres of land, the value of the real property and of the personal property, 
the aggregate valuation of the real property and personal property, the equalized and assessed valuations of real property classifications in each township 
and city in said county as equalized by the Board of Commissioners in April of the reporting year, at a meeting of said board held in pursuant to the 
prOVisions of sections 209.1 - 209.8, MCl. I further certify that said statement does not embrace any property taxed under P.A. 77 of 1951; P.A. 68 of 
1963; P.A. 198 of 1974; P.A. 225 of 1978; P.A. 385 of 1984; P A. 224 of 1985; P.A. 147 of 1992 or Section 5 of Article IX of the Constitution of the State. 

(?"",,, './ // AJJ ; c: 
Dated ~"'7"""'''7'"""",,,,.L~.<.../"-'"L'-----, 20..6..L 

Equalization Director Chairperson of Board of Commissioners 





























































































































 Administrator/Controller Report 
April 2015 

 

Strategic Goals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administration (1) 

 The Website Committee is in the redesign process and is looking for new photos for the 
new county web site.  Anyone interested in contributing their non-copyrighted photos 
may upload photo files on the Submit Your Photo link on www.grandtraverse.org or may 
email photos to admin@grandtraverse.org.  

 
Boardman River Dams Project (8) 

 The Road Commission voted on April 9 to amend the Cass Road Right of Way 
Agreement, in which it has agreed to pay for the local match and construction 
engineering for the project.  The county is still responsible for making sure that the old 
bridge is removed and that Cass Road connects to the new bridge. 
 

 The Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is awaiting final approval of the Detailed Project 
Review/Environmental Assessment (DPR/EA) documents from the Regional Division 
office.  Upon receipt of such approval, the signed Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) will be released to the public.  The USACE is also continuing to work on the 
Integral Determination Report (IDR) in regard to in-kind services and match funding for 
the design phase, and USACE will be participating in the upcoming 30% design review 
for the Boardman Dam Removal. 

  
USACE has indicated that Federal GLRI funds are essentially locked in for project 
implementation.  It has a commitment from the EPA to this project and plan to use a 
combination of Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Year 6 and Year 7 funds to 
complete the Boardman project.  The Corps will be receiving about half of the overall 
funds this summer (i.e. the “GLRI Year 6 funds”) and will hold them for use until the 
balance is received the following summer (i.e. GLRI “Year 7” funds).  This will position 
the Corps to award a construction contract in late summer 2016.  The Corps obviously 
cannot “guarantee” the availability of future funds given the uncertainties with the 
Federal appropriations process, but unless the GLRI is eliminated or drastically under-
appropriated next year, Federal funds for this project should be dedicated. 

 
Commission on Aging (7)    

 National Volunteer Week April 12-18, 2015 is designated as National Volunteer Week.  
The Commission on Aging would like to recognize all our wonderful volunteers and thank 
them for the many hours of service they donate to our organization each year.   

1. Maintain financial strength and stability 
2. Strengthen and expand the County’s use of technology 
3. Address infrastructure needs 
4. Continue community engagement and access to information 
5. Ensure that County is viewed as a fair and equitable employer 
6. Expand the capabilities of the Board of Commissioners 
7. Advance the health and quality of life of the region 
8. Protect and preserve County’s water resources, forests, natural areas and scenic beauty 

 

http://www.grandtraverse.org/
mailto:admin@grandtraverse.org
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In 2014, 178 volunteers donated 12,168 hours of service to the Commission on Aging.  
Valued at $22.14 per hour, volunteer efforts allowed the GTCOA to realize a savings of 
$269,400.    

 
A resolution recognizing all our volunteers and National Volunteer Week will be presented 
at the County Board of Commissioners RM&A meeting April 8, 2015.   

 
 Home Heating Donation The Commission on Aging was the recipient of a $3,432 donation 

from the Traverse Bay United Methodist Church to help older adults with home heating 
costs.  These funds will allow the GTCOA to assist an additional seven low income older 
adults in 2015. At a time when most other resources are depleted, more seniors contact 
us for help, so we are very appreciative of the Traverse Bay UMC donation.   

 
Health Department & Emergency Management (7) 
ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE DIVISION 

 Received notification from the State we could receive supplemental funding for Ebola 
preparedness up to $16,850.  At this time, this funding is tentative.  This funding would 
be for an 18-month period from April 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016. 
 

 The Essential Local Public Health Service grants were cut by approximately 3.75% for a 
total of $15,111.  This cut roll backs the increase in the Essential Local Public Health 
Service grants to the same amounts as 2014 fiscal year grants.  

 
 Completed a Medicaid Outreach program site review with no concerns from the 

reviewers.  
 
 Preparing for upcoming accreditation and review. 

 
 Finalizing 2014 annual report. 

 
 Water Safety Network- held our first spring meeting to prioritize goals 

 
MEDICAL EXAMINER DIVISION 

 Continuing research and discussion with stakeholders on forensic autopsy service 
providers. 
 

 Working to coordinate a three-county child death review group with Benzie, Grand 
Traverse and Leelanau Counties. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION 
 Municipal and Private Water Line Freeze Ups- As a result of prolonged cold weather and 

lack of substantial snow cover this past winter, the environmental health staff was busy 
fielding calls from Grand Traverse County residents and municipalities regarding water 
lines freezing.  We worked closely with the City of Traverse City Officials throughout the 
month of March in monitoring increased water flows into the Traverse City Regional 
Sewage Treatment Facility as a result of requests to “let runs” for those areas which 
were prone to previous water line freeze ups.  Concerns related to the possibility of 
releasing partially treated sewage to the Boardman River due to the increased flow of 
water into the sewage plan have eased over the past few weeks with warmer 
temperatures returning. 
 



3 
 

 On-site Sewage Disposal System Freeze Ups- In addition to the issues regarding water 
line freeze ups this past winter, our staff received numerous calls from Grand Traverse 
County residents and business owners regarding septic system freeze ups.  We are 
looking forward to warmer temperatures and spring rains to help remove the frost from 
the ground.   

 
 Beach Monitoring Stakeholders Meeting- The Beach Monitoring Stakeholders group met 

in February and again in late March to discuss the 2015 beach monitoring plans for 
public beaches on East and West Grand Traverse Bays as well as Lake Michigan. A 
total of 12 public beaches in Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Benzie Counties will be 
monitored for E.coli bacteria starting June 24, 2015 and ending on September 2, 2015.  
In addition, nine (9) inland lakes in the three (3) county area will be monitored as a result 
of special grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ).  

 
 Rabies Animal Bite Document- We have been updating our Animal Bite document over 

the past month.  Animal bites are reportable to local health departments so follow up can 
be done to assure the prevention of human rabies. The Grand Traverse County Health 
Department works with area physicians, in particular Munson Medical Center and the 
Urgent Care/Walk-in clinics to assure a thorough understanding of Michigan Department 
of Community Health (MDCH) Rabies Protocol and accurate and timely reporting of 
animal bites. 

 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & PREPAREDNESS DIVISION 

 Emergency Management - March was busy working with Traverse City leaders with 
frozen pipe emergency. 17 local elected officials attended a Local Officials Emergency 
Management workshop. Final planning stages of a large, FEMA sponsored exercise 
April 21-24. All phases of public safety and emergency services in Grand Traverse 
County and some surrounding jurisdictions will take part in this exercise. 
 

 Emergency Preparedness - Appointed to the National Association of County and City 
Health Officials Workgroup on Medical Counter Measure Distribution. Fit tested Grand 
Traverse County Health Department emergency response and communicable disease 
staff with N95 Particulate Filtering Respirators.  Participated in Michigan Department of 
Community Health Office of Public Health Preparedness MISNS Request SharePoint 
Functional Exercise on March 12th.  Exercised Grand Traverse County Health 
Department’s ability to request state and federal assets during emergency response 
operations.  Completed and submitted the BP3 Gap Analysis Tool to the Office of Public 
Health Preparedness as a requirement through the Centers for Disease Control. 

 
COMMUNITY HEALTH DIVISION 
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PROGRAMS:   

 Communicable Disease Program- GTCHD provided a three page health care provider 
guidance for measles due to the current measles outbreak in the United States. We 
have been asked to speak at the Annual Michigan Department of Community Health 
Communicable Disease Conference in May about the November 2014 pertussis and 
measles outbreaks in GT County.  We continue to work with Munson on Ebola 
preparedness.  
 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH PROGRAMS: 
 Maternal Infant Health Program- After 4 months of decreased maternal and infant visits, 

GTCHD is seeing an increase in visits as our staffing model returns to stability following 
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the Pertussis Outbreak and orientation for new nurses.  Supervisor and Director 
attended Coordinator Training in Holland, Michigan.  Implemented new infant screener 
per program requirements.   

 
 Immunizations- Participated in a successful Rural Health Fair in Grawn.  Due to a long 

and late flu season, we are continuing to see clients walk-in for flu vaccinations.  The 
Regional Immunization Task Force met in March; areas of focus are advocacy, 
education, and media campaign.     

 
Human Resources (5)  

 Currently recruiting for 16 positions County-wide with a total 33 requisitions posted 
County-wide for the year. 

 
 We are saddened to have our HR Director, Jen Seman, leave the County for a new job. 

We wish her well and thank her for her great work here in the County for the 5 years and 
3 months that she was here.  We can only hope our next HR Director connects as well 
with the employees and staff as Jen did! 

 
 Wellness Presents “Lunch and Learn” with Kathy Engstrom Jones on Allergy 

Treatments, Pneumonia Shots, and Diabetes information on April 7th. 
 
 The Employee Recognition Team is seeking nominations for Volunteer of the Year.  The 

team is seeking nominations by April 6th. Please nominate your co-worker before the 
deadline! 

  
 Thank you to Sally Dreves for keeping the Human Resources office working smoothly 

while seeking a new HR Director. 
 
MSUE (7, 8) 

 Educators invited to serve on national team:  Two of our educators housed in the Grand 
Traverse office working in the MSUE Health and Nutrition Institute were recently 
honored with the invitation to join national teams, led by the Extension and Experiment 
Station committees on organization and policy. These committees act as the 
representative leadership and governing body of Cooperative Extension, and they 
provide guidance to issues affecting it.  Linda Cronk has been invited to serve on the 
national Health Literacy Action Team, and Sarah Eichberger has been invited to serve 
on the Health Policy Issues Education Action Team.  

 
 Smarter Lunchrooms:  Five Grand Traverse County area schools are currently 

participating in the Smarter Lunchrooms Movement pilot.  This pilot is a part of a Team 
Nutrition Training Grant that partners with the Michigan Department of Education and 
Michigan State University Extension. This award, funded by the USDA, will support 
participating schools in Michigan with funds of $350 to work with a designated MSUE 
Educator to apply evidence-based tools to guide healthier food choices in the lunchroom 
and ultimately improve the health of children.  Each school agrees to implement at least 
10 Smarter Lunchroom changes from the Smarter Lunchroom Scorecard.  The $350 will 
go toward signage and other allowable costs that assist in creating a Smarter 
Lunchroom.  More information on the Smarter Lunchroom Movement can be found on 
their website: smarterlunchrooms.org. 
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 4-H Capitol Experience:  Our United Youth Leadership 4-

H program sent seven youth from Grand Traverse County 
down to Lansing for 4-H Capitol Experience.  During the 
four days in Lansing, youth toured the Capitol building, 
Michigan Supreme Court, and different governmental 
agencies.  They also spoke with Lobbyists and Legislative 
aides as well as their Senators and House of 
Representative leaders.  Youth picked an issue group and 
tried to pass a mock bill into law.  This was a wonderful 
time for youth to see how government works; see that they 
do have a voice and how they can get involved at the 
local, state and national level.  One youth said, “I had the opportunity to go to 4-H 
Capitol Experience this year and I'm so glad I did! I learned so much and had a blast!!  I 
just want to thank everyone who helped make this amazing experience possible! I highly 
recommend this program to anyone who wants to learn more about Michigan's 
government.” 

 
 4-H Exploration Days:  Registration is currently 

underway for this wonderful opportunity for youth ages 
11-19 to sample college life – a potentially life-
changing experience.  During 4-H Exploration Days, 
youth travel to Michigan State University for three days 
and two nights this summer from June 24-26.  Grand 
Traverse County 4-H plans to bring 40+ youth and 
adults to campus to take fun classes, live in the dorm, 
eat dorm food and participate in other amazing on-
campus activities.  From crafts to biology, sports to science, classes are offered that 
suits the interests of everybody.  During free time, youth and adults have the opportunity 
to participate in behind-the-scenes tours, entertainment, recreational activities, and 
much more. As one previous youth participant noted, “I would definitely recommend 
Exploration Days to a friend.  There is a session to fit everyone’s interests and time left 
over to explore the campus.”  If you have a student that would be interested in 
participating, please contact Karin Stevens, steve552@msu.edu or 231-922-4825. 
 

Parks and Recreation (7) 
 Easling Pool – Registration for the Spring Session of American Red Cross lessons in 

Easling Pool began March 30.  Registration remains open through the first day of each 
class.  The session begins the weekend of April 17 and runs through June 7.  Forty-four 
openings were available as of April 1. 

 
 Kids Kove – Following many discussions, deliberations research, professional 

assessments, and two rounds of soil testing, on March 19, 2015, the Parks and 
Recreation Commission voted to remove the nearly 18-year-old Kids Kove playground 
structure ultimately because of the many safety issues that were identified that are too 
costly for the County to repair.  Refurbishing the playground also would leave wood 
treated with Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA) remaining in the playground, which the 
Commission considered to be another significant safety issue.  Removal currently is 
scheduled to take place during the week of May 4.  A plan will be made to preserve all of 
the markers and any signage with community members’ and donors’ names.  The plan 
will be shared with the community as soon as it is finalized by the Parks and Recreation 

mailto:steve552@msu.edu
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Department.  The Commission and the County Parks and Recreation Department 
acknowledges and truly appreciates the tremendous community efforts that went into 
fundraising for and building Kids Kove.  Although Kids Kove is irreplaceable, 
Commissioners have expressed a desire to see a playground of some sort located again 
at the Civic Center in the future.  There currently are no plans for replacing the 
playground.  The Business Development Team, a subcommittee of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, is charged with writing a business plan for the Civic Center this 
year.  The team will examine all options for best serving our community at the Civic 
Center, and will make recommendations to the full Commission. 

 
Planning/Brownfield/Economic Development/Housing (1, 3, 4, 7, 8) 
 The County Land Bank Authority is assisting Blair Township to develop a tax-foreclosed 

parcel at the corner of US-31 and Rennie School Road.  As part of an agreement 
between the Township and the Land Bank, a realtor is being retained to market the parcel 
to potential developers. The site is approximately 70 acres and has water and sewer 
service. The goal is to have the parcel developed and placed back on the tax rolls. 
 

 A brownfield redevelopment project is being developed for improvement of the Park 
Place hotel in downtown Traverse City.  For the first step, both the Grand Traverse 
County Commission and the Traverse City Commission will be holding a joint meeting on 
April 13 to learn about details of the new proposal. 

 
 A new long range capital improvement plan (CIP) has been prepared by the County’s 

Capital Review Committee.  The plan was reviewed and recommended for approval by 
the County Planning Commission.  The plan will be presented at the County’s Resource 
Management & Administration Committee on April 8.  For information on the plan, visit: 
www.grandtraverse.org/planning and click on “Capital Improvement Plan” on the left. 

 
Prosecuting Attorney (7) 
 Authorized 281 misdemeanor complaints 
 Authorized 41 felony complaints 
 Authorized 30 juvenile petitions 
 Initiated 7 new Neglect/Abuse cases 
 Handled 5 alleged Mentally Ill cases 
 Referrals from Office of Child Support = 26 
 Cases filed in Family Court = 10 
 Defendants served with Summons & Complaint = 15 
 Judgments = 16 

 
Resource Recovery (8)  

 The Keystone Brush Site opens to the public for the 2015 season on Tuesday, April 7, 
2015. The site is open each week on Tuesday, noon-7pm, and Thursday and Saturday 
9am to 3pm through to Saturday, November 21. 
 

 Earth Day Events - The following annual events are scheduled to be held at the location 
of the Sara Hardy Farmer’s Market (Grandview Parkway and Union St.) in downtown 
Traverse City: 

 
o Saturday, April 18 - Seedling Giveaway Free pine seedlings will be distributed by 

Traverse City Light & Power (TCL&P) beginning at 8am until supplies run out. 
 

http://www.grandtraverse.org/planning
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o Saturday, April 18 - Earth for Earth Day Compost Giveaway Courtesy of the City of 
Traverse City & Grand Traverse County Resource Recovery Department, free 
compost will be distributed on a self-service, self-haul basis beginning at 8am (or until 
all compost is gone). 

 
o Friday, April 17 thru Friday, April 24 - Clean Out Your Files Week  American Waste is 

donating the use of a recycling container to help downtown businesses recycle 
unwanted paper material. 

 
 The Michigan Green Consortium will hold their Spring 2015 Clean Up Green Up event at the 

American Waste Material Recycling Facility located at 280 Hughes Drive in Traverse City on 
Sunday, April 26, 2015 from 9am until 3pm. A complete list of materials accepted can be 
viewed at cleanupgreenup.com. 

 
 Governor’s Recycling Summit - May 5, 2015 - Kalamazoo Fueled by Governor Snyder’s 

initiative to double Michigan’s recycling rate by May 2016, the first-ever Michigan Recycling 
Summit will be held on May 5, 2015 from 10am to 4pm in Kalamazoo, Michigan. The Summit 
will launch the 2015 Michigan Recycling Coalition Annual Conference in Kalamazoo. 

 
Treasurer (1) 

 County Treasurer Heidi Scheppe settled with all the townships and the City.  She was 
able to make it to 8 township meetings to present settlement numbers to their boards 
and will deliver the remaining 5 in April. 
 

 Personal service was completed on all homes that were scheduled to be foreclosed on 
that have a Primary Residence Exemption.  All parcels the Treasurer visited ended up 
being paid or a hardship extension was granted and the homeowner was put on a 
payment plan to avoid foreclosure and eviction from their home. 

 
 Worked with bank and software programmers to enable the ability to set taxpayers up on 

an ACH payment plan for direct monthly payment of their property taxes if they choose. 
 
 Successfully created profile/account and transmitted our payroll tax payment through the 

new State reporting website. 
 

Veterans Affairs (7) 
 State Grant  The Department was successful in securing a service enhancement grant 

totaling $15,000 from the State of Michigan, Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency.  With the 
grant we are able to replace a clerical support position with a direct service provider 
position.  This grant represents the first time our county has received any direct 
monetary assistance to provide service from the State of Michigan.  We will continue to 
work with the new State Veterans Agency to improve service in the State and work 
towards a continuous stream of funding for county operations. 

 
 Veterans Hiring Fair  A veterans hiring fair sponsored by NMC and several other local 

businesses was held in March at the Hagerty Center.  The event was well organized and 
was a tremendous success.  55 local employers (including 4 Grand Traverse County 
departments) with jobs to offer were in attendance and over 200 veterans seeking 
employment had direct access to the companies as well as VA benefit, health care, and 
employment assistance services through our office, the VA clinic and Michigan Works. 
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