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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          6042 Acme Rd 

Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019, 7:00 p.m.          

     
 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 11/12/19 

 

D.       INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

E.        REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks –  

               c.    Legal Counsel –  

               d.    Sheriff – 

               e.    County – G. LaPointe 

   f.    Supervisor- 

            

 F.    SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  

 

G.   CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

        together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

        discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

          1.     RECEIVE AND FILE: 

                 a.    Treasurer’s Report  

                 b     Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet 

                 c      RecycleSmart November 2019 

                 d.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                          1.   Planning Commission 10/14/19 

                          2.   Parks & Trails 10/21/19 

                          3.   Zoning Board of Appeals 10/10/19 

          2.   APPROVAL: 

                 1.    Accounts Payable Prepaid of  $56,990.50 and Current to be approved of  

                        $17,773.70 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        
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3.        

 

 

I.  CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.     

 

J.     PUBLIC HEARING:   

 

K.    NEW BUSINESS: 

1.       Approval of the 2020 Board meeting schedule 

2.      Health Department of Northwest Michigan Grant Proposal: Bayside Park Signage 

3.       Discussion on PDR program  

        4.       Resolution for 2020 Summer School Taxes 

         TBAISD- 

      Elk Rapids-   

     .      

L.     OLD BUSINESS:      

          1.       Continued discussion of Metro Fire lease agreement 

                

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          6042 Acme Rd., Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, November 12, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Members present: D. White, C. Dye, A. Jenema, J. Aukerman, D. Nelson,  

D. Hoxsie 

Members excused: P. Scott 

Staff present: J. Jocks, Legal Counsel, V. Donn, Recording Secretary  

   

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: Open at 7:00 pm 

 

Greg Klinger, Redbud Roots, 6669 E. M-72, would like the township to revisit the decision of  

opting-out of adult use marijuana. 

 

John Pulcipher, Acme resident, is in support of adult use marijuana in the township. 

 

Limited Public Comment closed at 7:05 pm 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion by Nelson to approve the agenda as presented, supported by Dye. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 10/01/19, Special Meetings 10/09/19, 10/16/19 and 10/23/19 

 

Motion by Nelson to approve all four of the Board meeting minutes of 10/01/19, Special 

Meetings 10/09/19, 10/16/19 and 10/23/19 as presented, supported by Dye. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

D. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  

Nelson recused from K. New Business, 1. Approval of MLCC Liquor permit Obligatory, due to 

business relationship with the applicant. 

 

E. REPORTS 

a.      County: G. LaPointe reported: 

• There was a presentation by Wellpath who provides healthcare to those incarcerated 

 in jails. Mental health is a big issue and is still being discussed for solutions. 

• The county board declared to oppose the extension of the TIFF 97 and felt it should 

      end at the 30-year period. 

• Plans to redevelop the Pugsley Correctional Facility is underway. Of the 179-acre site, 

                                85 acres would be used for manufactured housing. Inphastos said they will help create  

                                lower-cost housing through their production of affordable building materials. 20 acres  

                                has been planned for use for the Sheriff department and additional 20 for future  

                                activities. The project is being mediated by Brownfield funding and will be given a  

                                fifteen-year tax break. 

• Discussions have been made on redoing the airport agreement to change from 

commission to authority since it is a regional one and not city or county. 

• Working on a proposed budget which has been a very complex process. 

• Requests received for part of the 2% grant from the tribe were evaluated and it was 

decided the funds will be going to municipalities. 
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 b.    Clerk: Dye reported: 

• She has been working on the annual audit for the board to review and approve.  

• The cemetery will be closed as of December 1st.  If anyone should have a burial after that, 

they would have to pay for the extra fees for snow removal and taking care of the ground 

area. So far this season there has been eight burials.  

 

 c.    Parks: Jenema reported: 

• The donated swings have been installed in Bayside Park.  

• Looking at additional grants for the Tart Trail  

• Plantings by the Shell Station have been put on hold. The garden club wanted other 

options for their donation to consider. 

• The signs for the park and the art in the park projects are both being worked on.  

 

   d.    Sheriff: Brian Abbring introduced himself as the new immediate officer covering the area.   

   e.     Supervisor: White No report 

                       

F.        SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: Gabridge & Company Annual Audit 

 Richard Neihardt with Gabridge & Company, gave an overall review of the draft Annual Financial 

 Report year ended June 30, 2019. The summary on the report was the township’s financials were  

 well-kept and was given an unmodified opinion which is the highest rating given by auditors.  

• The financial highlights were, the assets of the Township exceeded its liabilities at the close 

             of the most recent fiscal year by $27,833, 094.  

• At the close of the current fiscal year, the Township’s government funds reported combined 

  fund balances of $2,967,560, an increase of $173,169 in comparison with the prior year.  

• At the end of the current fiscal year, unassigned fund balance for the general fund was 

$920,535, or approximately 104.2% of total general fund expenditures and transfers out. 

 

 Motion by Jenema to approve the draft of Annual Financial Audit year ended June 30, 2019 as 

presented, supported by Nelson. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: 

              1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

 a.  Treasurer’s Report  

 b.  Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet 

c.  Draft Unapproved meeting minutes  

        1.  Planning Commission Special meeting 09/23/19 

        2.  Parks & Trails 09/20/19 

 2. APPROVAL:  

      1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $79,434.62 and Current to be approved of  

          $80,541.91 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

Jenema requested to remove under 2. Approval, 1. Current to be approved of $78,839.91. 

 

Motion by Jenema to approve the Consent Calendar with the removal of 2. Approval, 1. 

Current to be approved of $78,434.62, supported by Dye. Roll Call motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR:  

Jenema explained that the amount of $1,702 for postage to mail the township tax bills was not added 

in. It should be $80,541.91. 

 

 Motion by Nelson to approve the Consent Calendar adding in $1,702 for postage to 2. Approval,   

1. Current to be approved of $80,541.91, supported by Aukerman. Roll Call motion carried  

unanimously. 
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I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  None 

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

K.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Approval of MLCC Liquor permit Obligatory LLC, for on-premises Tasting Room Permit 

Brent Faber, Obligatory LLC, requested approval by the board for an on-premise tasting room 

permit to be located at 3593 Bunker Hill Road. It will be a microbrewery and kitchen with a 

limited menu. 

 

Motion by Aukerman on local government approval for on-premise tasting room permit for 

Obligatory LLC, supported by Dye.  Motion carried by 5 (Aukerman, Dye, Hoxsie, Jenema, 

White) recused by 1 (Nelson). 

 

2. Tart snow removal winter 2019-20 - White  

White explained this is an annual budgeted item of $4,000 that is given for snow removal on the 

TART Trails for the 2019/2020 season.  

 

Motion by Nelson to approve $4,000 to TART Trail for Acme Township’s share of snow 

removal supported by Jenema. Roll Call Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Schedule of Fees: PD Preapplication Review Escrow Deposit 

Jenema explained that Lindsey Wolf recommended adding $1000 Escrow deposit to the PD 

Preapplication Review because of all the work that is involved. 

 

  Motion by Jenema to add escrow deposit of $1000 to PD Preapplication Review, supported by 

Aukerman.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.  TART Trails’ Grand Traverse Band 2% Application  

 Casey Ressi, Development Director, TART Trails informed this is for a 2% grant for the TART 

 trail connector from Bunker Hill to Acme. The application currently is in TART’s name and 

 felt it should be changed to be in Acme Townships instead. Aukerman informed the application 

 should have the budget and narrative expense reporting given before the deadline. 

  

Motion by Aukerman to approve 2% grant with signature of Supervisor White and submittal 

in Acme Township’s name not TART with a couple of edits to the application, supported by 

Hoxsie. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

5. Michigan Indian Legal Services Grand Traverse Band 2% Application  

Cameron Fraser, Director of Michigan Indian Legal Services was requesting to have Acme 

Township apply for a Tribal Council Allocation of 2% Funds for them to use to help families in 

child welfare projects. Jeff Jocks said he believed that this legitimately could not be put in the 

township’s name and he would need to research it further.  

 

Motion by Nelson to have Legal Counsel clarify grant funding requests on what the Township 

can and can’t accepted, supported by Hoxsie. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

     The board decided to decline the application submitted. 

 

Motion by Jenema to decline Michigan Indian Legal Services submitting for a GT Band 2% 

Tribal Council application with the recommendation of legal counsel that funds can not be run 

through Acme Township as requested on their application, supported by Aukerman.  Motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

6. Metro Fire Lease Agreement 

Nelson informed each township involved with Metro has their own lease agreement. The 

agreement presented for Acme has been reviewed by the Metro attorney and should also be 

looked at by Acme’s legal counsel Jeff Jocks.  Jocks will look over the lease agreement to include 
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an edit given by Nelson to change in paragraph 6 the word from shall instead of may and bring it 

back to the board at the December meeting for approval. 

7. Approval of Resolution #R-2019-33 Adjustments to Park Fund 

White stated this a budget amendment of $5,500 revenue brought in from the donated swings for 

the park and added to the Park Fund. 

 

Motion by Nelson to approve Resolution #R-2019-33 on budget adjustment to park fund 2019-

2020 Township budget, supported by Dye.  Roll call motion carried unanimously. 

 

8. Approval of Resolution Transfer 101 FB to 403 Fund  

White informed this resolution was to transfer 2%Tribal grant funds from the 101 fund into the 

403 Traverse City To Charlevoix Trail Capital fund for the starting of the TART trail extension. 

 

Motion by Jenema to approve Resolution #R-2019-34 to move $15,000  Tribal Grant from the 

101 fund to the 403 Traverse City to Charlevoix capital fund for TART extension engineering, 

supported by Nelson. Roll call motion carried unanimously.   

 

L.      OLD BUSINESS:  

1.   Township hall offices overhead lighting - Dye 

       Dye reported the brightness of the new lighting in the offices has been causing headaches and 

       difficulty concentrating with some of the staff. The lights operate by sensor so there is not the  

       option of turning off or on the lights. The completion of remodeling the hall came under budget 

       and she is asking permission to have the lights redone. Bids have been received from Huron  

       Electric and Windemuller to install dimmer switches with the ability to turn lights on and off. 

       Huron Electric came in at a lower rate at $1,585 for sixteen lights. Also needed is to have outlets  

       installed in the meeting room for the elections estimated around $500. 

 

Motion by Hoxsie to contract Huron Electric for lights and outlets not to exceed $2300, 

supported by Jenema. Roll Call motion carried unanimously. 

 

2.   Tax Tribunal on the former Kmart property – Jenema 

      Jenema informed the former Kmart property filed a tax tribunal. They would like an  

      assessment taxable value of 1.4 million. After doing some comparisons with other properties in 

      the area the Assessor felt that amount would be reasonable. They would like a motion 

      from the board to accept that evaluation.   

 

Motion by Nelson for the board to accept the recommendation of the Assessor’s evaluation to 

be 1.4 million for the former Kmart property, supported by Aukerman. Motion carried 

unanimously.   

  

3.    Part time Zoning Administrator update – Jenema 

       Jenema gave a job description for a part time Zoning Administrator who would report to the  

       Township Treasurer and Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator Assistant is needed to 

       support the duties of the Zoning Administrator and code enforcement. An ad will be put out for  

       potential applicants. The census of the board was to move forward with filling this position. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:   

 

Personnel from Redbud Roots were in attendance and stated they hope that Acme Township will decide to 

opt-in for adult use marijuana. Their facility will be opening on December 15.  

 

Jenema informed there has been a request from TART trail to have an open joint meeting with them, the 

board, planning commission, and the parks & trails committee for feedback on the Acme Connector Trail. A 

place to accommodate everyone and date to be set in December will be determined.  

 

ADJOURN:  Motion by Nelson to adjourn, supported by White. Meeting adjourned at 10:05 pm 
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CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a document from the official records of the 

township.   

_______________________________ 

Cathy Dye, CMMC, Acme Township Clerk 
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CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (7:00 pm) 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Members present: Hoxsie, LaSusa, Maitland, Kuncaitis, VanHouten 

Members excused: none 

Staff present: Lindsey Wolf 

 

A. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

B. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Kuncaitis excused himself from hearing 

 

C. CORRESPONDENCE: Jim & Evie Huver, 7833 Sayler Road 

 

D. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

1. ZBA 2019-01: Non-Use Variance Request for the Construction of an additional to a legal 

nonconforming accessory building, V. Larry Hebert, 7775 Saylor Rd 

• LaSusa read the public hearing notice into the record 

• LaSusa opens public comment portion of hearing 

• LaSusa read a letter of support of the application from Jim and Evie Huver 7833 Sayler 

Road 

• V. Larry Hebert, 7775 Saylor Road – discussed the project, difficult terrain, and his 

intentions to retain an existing portion of the eastern wall and foundation.  

• Discussion about the site by various ZBA members.  

• Hoxie inquired about moving the doors on the proposed addition to the north. 

• Hebert shared concerns of moving doors to the north because of the drop off and mature 

trees in that location. 

• Maitland inquired if the proposal required a permit from the road commission. 

• Wolf explained that no new entry points would be created and will utilize existing 

driveway. 

• LaSusa closed the public comment portion of the hearing. 

• Motion by Maitland to approve the request as it meets the basic and special conditions 

with the findings of fact presented in Planning & Zoning Staff Report for ZBA Case 

2019-01 in the minutes.  Second by LaSusa. Motion carries unanimously.  

 
Standards for Determination: 
5.4 NONUSE VARIANCES The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority to grant 
nonuse variances relating to the construction, structural changes, or alteration of 
buildings or structures related to dimensional requirements of the zoning ordinance or 
to any other nonuse-related standard in the ordinance, PROVIDED ALL of the BASIC 
conditions listed herein and any ONE of the SPECIAL conditions listed thereafter 
can be satisfied.  
 
5.4.1 Basic Conditions: That any nonuse variance granted from this Ordinance:  
 

ACME TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

October 10, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
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Is a result of practical difficulties which prevent carrying out the strict letter of 
this Ordinance. These practical difficulties shall be evaluated in terms of the use 
of the particular parcel of land, and cannot be solely economic in nature.  
 
SATISFIED: This legally non-conforming use has been in existing for over fifty-six (56) 
years prior to the date of when the first township ordinance was put in place in the late 
60s/early 70s. Zoning created the non-conformity. 
 
As the site plan and site pictures indicate there a number of challenges on the property:  
The topography of the property slopes in several locations; existing structures are located 
on the only flat areas of the parcel.  
Mature trees also occupy the slopes: 43” diameter maple, 12” diameter apple tree, 12” 
diameter cedar 
The location of the propane tank is situated directly behind the garage.  
 
 
Will not be contrary to the public interest or to the intent and purpose of this 
Ordinance.  
 
SATISFIED: The applicant’s non-use variance and extension of a legal non-conformity 
requests are not contrary to public interest in that it will create no discernable negative 
impact on property owners and is by and large consistent with the intent of the zoning 
district. The 5-acre parcel to the south is currently vacant. The applicant has also stated 
the pitch of the roof will direct all runoff onto his parcel and will not negatively impact the 
neighboring 5-acre parcel that the existing building is located closest to.  
 
 
Will not cause a substantial adverse effect upon property values in the immediate 
vicinity or in the district in which the property of the applicant is located.  
 
SATISFIED: The Applicant’s proposed non-use variance and extension of a legally non-
conforming use requests are believed to have no discernable negative impact on 
surrounding properties. As stated previously, the applicant has the design and pitch of the 
roof to direct runoff onto his property.  
 
 
Is not where the specific conditions relating to the property are so general or 
recurrent in nature as to make the formulation of a general regulation for such 
conditions reasonably practical.  
 
SATASFIED: The applicants’ request is unique to their needs on the property due to the 
various slopes.  
 
 
Will relate only to property that is under control of the applicant.  
 
SATISFIED: The specific non-use variance request relates only to the property under 
control by applicant/owner. 
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Will not be permitted for a parcel of property that is not a Legal Lot of Record, as 
defined by this Ordinance.  
 
SATISFIED: The parcel is a Legal Lot of Record. 
 
 
5.4.2 Special Conditions: When ALL of the foregoing basic conditions can be 
satisfied, a nonuse variance may be granted when any ONE of the following 
special conditions can be clearly demonstrated:  
 
Where there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or physical 
conditions such as narrowness, shallowness, shape, or topography of the 
property involved, or to the intended use of the property that do not generally 
apply to other property uses in the same zoning district. Such circumstances or 
conditions shall not have resulted from any act of the applicant subsequent to the 
adoption of this Ordinance.  
 
SATISFIED: As stated, zoning created the non-conformity. The applicant did not erect the 
non-conforming structure. Due to the topography of this parcel it makes the buildable 
area more challenging. Furthermore, the proposed addition is situated to provide the least 
amount of disturbance to the surrounding area.  
 
Where such variance is necessary for the preservation of a substantial property 
right possessed by other properties in the same zoning district. 
 
NOT EVALUATED 
 
The applicant has submitted a narrative to support that all of the basic conditions can 
be satisfied, and that one of the special conditions can be demonstrated. This is has 
been provided in your packet for consideration.  

 

 

E. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 

1. Approve Zoning Board of Appeals draft minutes from 08/09/18 

• Motion by Maitland, second by LaSusa to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carries 

unanimously. 

2. Election of Officers  

• Kuncaitis opens the nomination for chair. 

• LaSusa nominates Kuncaitis. No other nominations. ZBA unanimously approves Kuncaitis 

as chair. 

• Kuncaitis opens the nomination for vice chair. 

• Maitland nominates LaSusa. No other nominations. ZBA unanimously approves LaSusa 

as vice chair. 

 

ADJOURN: (7:17 pm) 

Motion by LaSusa to adjourn, second by Maitland. Motion carries unanimously.                                              
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6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690 Tel. 231-938-1350 Fax 231-938-1510  www.acmetownship.org 

   

ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

2020 Meeting Dates 

Adopted 12/03/19 

 

 

January 7 

February 4 

March 3 

April 7 

May 12*** 

June 2 

July 7 

August 11*** 

September 1 

October 6 

November 10*** 

December 1 

   

 

 

The Acme Township Board normally holds its regular meetings on the first 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Acme Township Hall.   

 

Other Special Meetings will be posted separately as required 

 

*** Denotes meeting dates changed due to a holiday, election or other 

schedule conflict. 
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Building Healthy Places 

Greenspace Improvement Projects to Increase 

 Physical Activity 

 

A Request for Proposals Issued by the  

Health Department of Northwest Michigan 

2019-2020 
 

Issue Date Monday, November 4, 2019 

Letter of Intent Due Friday, November 22, 2019 

Application Information 
Conference Call 

 Monday, November 25, 2019 from 1-2 
PM 
(RSVP by Friday, November 22, 2019)    

Submission Deadline Friday, December 13, 2019 

 

 

For assistance, please email questions to k.horan@nwhealth.org  with the Subject Line “RFP.” 
 

Health Department of Northwest Michigan 

220 W. Garfield Ave. 

Charlevoix, MI 49720 

www.nwhealth.org 

mailto:k.horan@nwhealth.org
http://www.nwhealth.org/
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Background: 

Communities are the places where we live, learn, work, and play. The physical environments and 

local policies governing our communities can directly influence our health. The Health Department of 

Northwest Michigan is working toward improving our environments, policies, and physical activity 

opportunities to ensure that all residents are surrounded by communities that support healthy 

lifestyles.   

In October 2016, the Health Department of Northwest Michigan received a Building Healthy Places 

grant opportunity from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services to fund the 

implementation and evaluation of infrastructure, policy, and educational interventions in the region. 

These interventions are designed to prevent chronic diseases through community based population 

health improvements that promote healthful eating and physical activity amongst disparate population 

groups. Specifically, Building Healthy Places has two primary goals:  

1) To reduce unhealthy eating by increasing fruit and vegetable access, availability, and 

consumption 

2) To increase physical activity by improving safety, access, and availability for daily 

recreation and transportation.  

The program aligns with national strategies, the Michigan 4 x 4 Health and Wellness Initiative, the 

Guide to Community Preventive Services, and objectives of Healthy People 2020 as outlined below: 

• Promote quality of life, healthy development, and healthy behaviors across the life span; 

• Achieve health equity and the elimination of health disparities; 

• Create social and physical environments that promote good health 

Grant Focus: 

The current Request for Proposals (RFP) encompasses the physical activity component of Building 

Healthy Places’ initiatives. Specifically, this RFP seeks competitive proposals for the implementation 

of sustainable and equitable infrastructure, policy, and exercise opportunity improvements to 

greenspaces, such as parks and trails, in order to create or enhance access to safe and enjoyable 

public spaces for physical activity in Northwest Michigan. By improving the aesthetics, accessibility, 

and safety of public greenspaces, the project aims to increase the percentage of adults and youth 

who meet federal physical activity guidelines, ultimately reducing poor health outcomes and health 

disparities in Michigan.  

This grant seeks the implementation of improvements to public greenspaces through:  

1. Infrastructure. This grant’s primary focus is to promote physical activity through 

improvements to public greenspace environments.  

Examples of infrastructure enhancements include (this is not an exhaustive list):  

o Installation of lighting sources to improve safe walking and biking conditions 

o Renovation or development of fencing, walking paths, trails, and/or signage  

o Addition of crosswalks to connect nearby neighborhoods to park or trailheads 

o Installation of bike racks, drinking fountains, and benches 
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The funds cannot be used to purchase playground equipment, but can be used to enhance 

playground landscaping, such as to install rubber flooring for injury prevention purposes.  

2. Physical Activity Programming. Organized exercise opportunities in parks has been shown 

to further connect public greenspaces to improved community health. Evidence-based 

recreational activities showcase how to use public greenspaces for physical activity, promote a 

sense of community around outdoor exercise, and provide an opportunity to evaluate 

greenspace usage. Within the grant period, it is an expectation that grantees will host physical 

activity programming within greenspaces. The Health Department, in partnership with the 

Michigan Recreation & Park Association (mParks), will assist awarded sites in the 

implementation of Come Out & Play or Walk Michigan.  

Each proposal must include one of the following Physical Activity program options:  

 

Come Out And Play (COAP) (Youth-focused):  

Come Out and Play! Is an evidence-based physical education program for youth that promotes 

overall fitness, learning and fun outdoors! Developed by the Michigan Recreation and Park 

Association (mParks), COAP empowers youth to use play as a foundation for healthy lifestyle, 

wile also teaching social and emotional health, and intellectual development. 

Physical Activity in play is critical for healthy lifestyles and the development of the mind, body, 

and spirit. As communities across the country are seeking diverse partners to help address the 

dramatic rise in childhood obesity and combat sedentary lifestyles, COAP is and effective 

solution that intentionally promotes fitness and physical activity. COAP provides a way for 

parks and recreation, schools, summer camps, faith-based organizations, and many more to 

adapt traditional PE to a fun, outdoor-based play experience. 

The COAP activities combine cardiovascular, bone and strength promoting play, supports 

gross motor development, and improves critical thinking and problem-solving skills through 

creative interactions with nature. Unique to COAP, this program highlights Michigan’s great 

outdoors by using nature as a natural playground, while also connecting youth and their 

families to greenspace and inspiring environmental stewardship. 

Benefits of COAP include: 

• Help schools and recreation facilities reach 60 minutes of recommended physical 

activity 

• Promotes moderate to vigorous levels of physical activity 

• Engages children, families, and communities to be active in their parks, trails and 

greenspaces 

• Reinforces the significant health and developmental benefits offered through outdoor 

play environments 

• Maximizes community greenspace investments for use during free play, structured 

physical education, and before/after school programming 

• Helps link to potential funding aligned to support health and wellness initiative 
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Program Components: 

1. Facilitator Manual: Overview of COAP and directions to implement program 

2. Activity Calendar: Six-day COAP calendar with activities, quests and lessons to 

teach 

3. Activities: Get children moving, tracking steps, and introduces a variety of nature 

concepts for an average of 20 minutes or more of play 

4. Quests: Special activities that challenges families to be physically active together 

while having fun and enjoying nature 

5. Activity Records: Fun way for children to record their daily physical activity (i.e., daily 

step counts) 

6. Step Tracker Recording Sheet: COAP staff records and tracks the number of steps 

taking by participants during COAP activities daily 

 

mParks will assist awarded greenspaces in the implementation of COAP. 
 

Walk Michigan (Adult/Senior-focused):  

Walk Michigan is an eight-week virtual walking program aimed at connecting Michigan parks, 

trails, and greenways to healthy living. Walking outdoors in parks and on trails is the central 

activity of Walk Michigan. As a Michigan-based program, participants virtually progress along 

the 1,259 miles of the Iron Belle Trail by tracking steps during group and individual walks. 

While designed as a walking program, walking is not the only form of physical activity that 

everyone enjoys. Simply building on the importance of being active in greenspaces, 

participants can log other physical activities into miles walked.  

Unlike other walking programs, Walk Michigan takes place in local parks, trails and greenways, 

encourages teamwork and social interaction, and is inclusive to all forms of physical activity. 

Program objectives include: 

• Improve health and wellness by developing healthy habits that encourage physical 

activity in greenspaces to help protect physical and emotional health. 

• Support a healthy lifestyle through the nature-health connection to prevent/manage 

illnesses and chronic diseases. 

• Strengthen the connection between greenspace physical activity and social support 

networks as an effective (and sustainable) lifestyle program. 

• Promote Michigan parks, trails and greenways as accessible places to be active as part 

of a healthy lifestyle across a lifespan. 

 

Components of Walk Michigan include: 

• Join a team for an 8-week program 



 
 

5 
 

o The 8-weeks can be done consecutively or split into 4-weeks (PRE) and 4-weeks 

(POST). For example, a 4-week spring program followed up with a 4-week fall 

program might be the best option to accommodate weather and participation. 

• Encourage your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers to form teams and build a 

healthy habit using your local greenspaces to be active. 

• Report your miles to team captains each week. 

• To evaluate the success and benefits of the walking program, entry, exit, and tracking 

forms of energy, social interaction and satisfaction with their community. 

• Participate in community kick-off and celebration events. 

mParks will assist awarded greenspaces in the implementation of Walk Michigan 

 

7. (Optional) Policy. Amendments and/or additions to policy in enhanced public 

greenspaces can support the overall health and safety of our communities. If 

applicants propose a health-related policy for the greenspace, such as a Complete 

Streets or Tobacco-Free policy, or if a health-related policy already exists at the site, 

then funds could be used to support the adopted policy for items such as signs, 

crosswalks, or sidewalks. Policy improvements are encouraged but not required. 

This grant opportunity maintains the following goals:  

1. Develop and/or implement transportation and community plans that promote walking and 

biking 

2. Strengthen community promotion of physical activity through signage, policies, and social 

support in communities  

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan will work with awarded communities to promote 

physical activity at their enhanced public greenspace and market their site improvements.  

The timeline for this project is January 27, 2020 through August 30, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

6 
 

Eligibility Criteria:  

1. Eligible sites include parks, trails, and other public greenspaces with existing infrastructure, 

such as playground equipment, walking paths, etc. New public greenspaces that will be 

developed in 2020 with secured and existing funds are also eligible to apply. 

2. Eligible applicants include any department, agency, special purpose district, or other 

instrumentality of a local government. Other eligible applicants include public school districts, 

Indian Tribal organizations, or 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations.  

3. Greenspace sites must be open and free for the public. Funds will not be awarded to sites that 

collect money for greenspace use.   

4. Greenspace sites in the following counties are eligible to apply for this funding opportunity:                                     

• Emmet 

• Charlevoix 

• Antrim 

• Otsego 

• Kalkaska 

• Grand Traverse 

• Benzie 

• Leelanau 

• Missaukee 

• Wexford 

• Manistee 

These counties were selected based on rates of obesity, rates of physical activity, and 

existence of ongoing chronic disease interventions.   
 

5. Applicants must be financially and managerially responsible for the proposed greenspace  

6. Applicants must demonstrate the capacity to implement and sustain proposed site changes 

7. Applicants must demonstrate the capacity to implement mParks’ Walk Michigan or Come Out 
& Play. 

8. Applicants are permitted to apply for funds to enhance ONE (1) public greenspace 

Funding:  

Communities are invited to apply for up to $10,000 to implement infrastructure, policy, and exercise 

opportunity enhancements that promote usage and access to increase physical activity at the 

greenspace.  

This grant aims to fund sustainable public greenspace improvements to create a lasting impact on the 

health of our communities. Applicants will be asked to authorize a statement confirming their capacity 

to sustain ownership of the enhanced greenspace, so that communities can benefit from the 

improvements for years to come.   
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Submission Deadline & Process:  

Please send a brief letter of intent to k.horan@nwhealth.org by Friday, November 22, 2019. 

To be considered for funding, proposals must be received at the Health Department of Northwest 

Michigan by 5 PM on Friday, December 13, 2019. Applicants may submit completed proposals via 

email to k.horan@nwhealth.org or by U.S mail or overnight carrier—provided it is received by 5:00 

PM on Friday, December 13, 2019. Mail submissions must be addressed to:   

Health Department of Northwest Michigan 

ATTN: Kirstyn Horan 

3434 M-119, Suite A 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Selection Criteria:  

Priority will be given to applicants who:  

• Evidently consider equity and health promotion to be the primary motives and frameworks 

guiding all proposed site changes 

• Provide concrete ideas that prioritize expanding site access to marginalized populations, 

including low income families, people of color, people with disabilities, and seniors  

• Propose health-related policy improvements  

• Clearly demonstrate advanced capacity to complete the proposed changes within the grant 

period and sustain the improvements thereafter   

• Secured additional grant funds or matching funds to expand the greenspace improvement 

project if needed. 

• Maintain collaborative partnerships with community members, agencies, or organizations that 

would aid in the development and sustainability of greenspace enhancements, physical activity 

programming, and/or policy development/enforcement 

• Incorporated (or would incorporate) community feedback into proposed site changes 

 

Proposal Content: 

To be considered for funding, proposals must include the following:  

1. Cover letter  

2. Completed Application Form signed by greenspace manager (see page 17) 

3. Work plan outlining proposed infrastructure changes, responsible persons, and timeline. 

(Template is included in Application Form) 

4. Budget and budget justification. If additional grant funds or matching funds are anticipated, 

please include them in the budget. (Template is provided in Application Form)  

5. Letter(s) of support 

 

 

mailto:k.horan@nwhealth.org
mailto:k.horan@nwhealth.org
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Request for Assistance: 

An optional application information conference call is scheduled to assist prospective applicants with 

RFP questions on Monday, November 25, 2019 from 1-2 PM. If you wish to participate in the 

conference call, please RSVP to k.horan@nwhealth.org by close of business on Friday, November 

22, 2019. To join the Application Information Conference Call, call 712-770-5581; code 456534. 

For additional assistance, please email questions to k.horan@nwhealth.org  with the Subject Line 

“RFP.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:k.horan@nwhealth.org
mailto:k.horan@nwhealth.org


Acme Township 
6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 

Phone: (231) 938-1350   Fax: (231) 938-1510   Web: www.acmetownship.org 

December 3, 2019 

Attn: Kirstyn Horan 
Community Health Coordinator  
Health Department of Northwest Michigan 
3434 M-119, Suite A 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

RE: Acme Township RFP Submission   
2019-2020 Building Healthy Places Greenspace Improvement Projects to Increase Physical Activity 

Dear Ms. Horan: 

I submit this letter on behalf of Acme Township to request $8,100 from the Health Department of Northwest 
Michigan for the 2019-2020 Building Healthy Places Greenspace Improvement Projects to Increase Physical 
Activity funding opportunity.  Acme Township requests funding for infrastructure enhancements for signage to 
increase recreational awareness for people of all ages and abilities within Acme Township’s recently renovated 
Bayside Park.  

The installation of signage would promote physical activity and help the township accomplish the goals listed 
in the recently updated Parks Master Plan (2019-2023). Specific goals include: 

• Increase access to Grand Traverse Bay for residents of all abilities.
• Beautify shoreline parks to provide bayside recreation opportunities for the community while protecting

the water quality.
• Increase a clear and precise awareness of the Acme Township park system: specific objectives to

establish a new identity for the park system through new signage; wayfinding system

Our letter of intent was submitted and received on November 20, 2019. Included in this proposal are the 
documents requested in the application form and additional supporting documentation (site plan, letters of 
support). Lindsey Wolf will be our main contact for purposes of the application process and can be reached at: 

• 6042 Acme Road Williamsburg, MI 49690
• Office: (231)938-1350   Fax: (231)938-1510
• Email: zoning@acmetownship.org

Thank you for this opportunity to participate in the Health Department of Northwest Michigan’s grant program 
and helping Acme Township improve health and wellness within the community.  

Sincerely, 

Doug White 
Acme Township Supervisor 

http://www.acmetownship.org/
http://www.acmetownship.org/
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Acme Township 
$2000 

Application Form 
Building Healthy Places Greenspace Improvement Project 

(Please type information into form) 
 
 

 
Applicant Information 

Agency Applicant/Contact Person 

 
Name: Acme Township 

 
Name: Lindsey Wolf 

 
Address: 6042 Acme Road  

 
Affiliation/Position: Planning & Zoning Administrator 

 
City, State, Zip: Williamsburg, MI 49690 

 
Phone: (231)938-1350 

 
Website: acmetownship.org 

 
Email: zoning@acmetownship.org 

Questions 

 
Are you and/or the agency you represent 
financially and managerially responsible for the 
proposed greenspace site? 

 
Yes 

No 

Other: 

 
Are you seeking additional grant funds or 
providing matching funds to complete this 
project? 

 
Yes 

Source:

Amount: 

No  

 
Proposed Site Information 

 
Name: Bayside Park  

 
Address/Location: 5841 US 31 N 

 
City, State, Zip: Williamsburg, MI 49690 

  
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Description of current site (prior to site changes) and of the population living 5 – 10 miles 
from the greenspace, including demographic characteristics if known: 
Bayside Park is situated on 14.7-acres, located just south and west of the US31/M72 intersection 
on Lake Michigan’s shoreline. Bayside Park has undergone a dramatic transformation since it 
was established in 1987. The overall goal was to transform this gateway to Traverse City into a 
visual and recreational destination, as well as to ensure that Bayside Park could be enjoyed by 
people of all ages and abilities for use year-round. This was made possible with substantial 
support from the Michigan National Resources Trust Fund, other grants, regional partnerships, 
private donors, and Acme Township. 

Amenities include:  
• Two newly paved parking areas that provide convenient entry  
• Universally accessible (UA) trails/walkways 
• Bike racks  
• Modern, accessible restroom facility  
• Flexible, open grass area for games 
• Shoreline and UA beach  
• Carefully-selected plantings to mitigate storm water runoff into the Bay  
• Walk-through parterre garden  
• Benches and newly installed swing benches  
• Picnic tables and grills 
• Pavilion  
• Observation deck overlooking Grand Traverse Bay  
• Volleyball court  
• UA accessible net climber and other play equipment  
• A direct trailhead connection to the planned Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail  

The park’s frontage, its open space, and its scenic viewshed provide recreation opportunities for 
swimming, canoeing, kayaking, kiteboarding, fishing, hiking, biking, picnicking, and relaxing while 
viewing a sunset. While the park has undergone a transformation, there is one item that has yet 
to be transformed - signage. Please refer to the project site plan included in the supporting documents -
rendering image/will provide example at board meeting.   

Demographics: 
According to the 2016 American Community Survey estimates, Acme Township had about 4,612 
residents, there has been a 5% increase in population since the 2010 census. The biggest 
increase comes in the 25-34-year-old age category by 46%. The median age is 48.3 years with 
37.6% of the households have at least one individual aged 65 or older. Additionally, according to 
the proprietary Esri Business Analyst software, 215 businesses in Acme Township employ 4,905 
persons. A measurement taken from the township’s accessing database revealed that there are  
3,423 parcels in Acme – every single parcel is within a 5-10-mile radius of Bayside Park.  

It is also important to note that a portion of several neighboring communities are within ta 5-10-
mile radius including: 

• East Bay Township (population 10,663; 267.1 people per square mile) to the south  
• Whitewater Township (population 2,597; 51.6 people per square mile) to the east  
• The Village of Elk Rapids (population 1,642; 995.2 people per square mile) in Antrim 

County to the north  
 
Additionally, according to the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), over 15,000 
vehicles pass Bayside Park daily.   
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Picture(s) of current site: 
 

  
  

 
  

  
 
 

 
 

Aerial View Bayside Park 

Parking & Restroom 
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View south end: Universally Accessible Net Climber 

 
 

 
 
 

 

View north end: trails, volleyball, playground, beach, observation deck 
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Please describe your proposed infrastructure enhancements to be completed with this grant. 
How would these environmental changes promote physical activity? How did you (or would 
you) seek community feedback on proposed changes and adjust plans accordingly? 

 
 Acme Township requests funding for infrastructure enhancements for signage to increase 

recreational awareness for people of all ages and abilities within recently renovated Bayside Park. 
A $600,000 budget, established in 2016 with DNR Trust Fund, Grand Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy, and Acme Township as partners, fell prey to the region’s construction boom which 
has commanded up to 30% over 2016 labor estimates during the 2017 and 2018 implementation 
years. This necessitated creative and painful cost-cutting; general infrastructure items (parking; 
walkways; irrigation; electrical; landscaping) needed to prevail over new signage.  
 
Issues with current signage: 

• Entry sign not visible from US31  
• Difficult for those not familiar with area to locate park and entrance 
• No directional signage to indicate park amenities  
• Current signage in poor condition 

 
The visuals below (and site plan) provide context for the current and proposed sign locations.  
 

Entry Sign 
 

 
 

 
 

Current 
Bayside 
Park Sign 
Location 

Proposed 
location 

US 
31 
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For wayfinding purposes, we propose to include an updated site map (to scale) showing the 
locations of all the park amenities. The existing kiosk will be utilized as it currently sits in an area 
that receives a lot of foot traffic located next to the restroom near the park entry.  
 

Directional Kiosk & Restroom Signage 
 

 
 
It is also a goal to replace the signs on the restroom with those that are ADA compliant in height 
requirements and include brail for those that are visually impaired so that all may have access to 
the proper restrooms and park hours of operation.  
 
Promotion of Physical Activity: 
The proposed environmental changes would promote physical activity in the following ways: 

• Park entry sign will increase recreational awareness 
• Directional kiosk will increase recreational access and awareness of the park’s various 

amenities (e.g. heavily treed north end shields amenities: trails, observation deck, 
playground, beach, volleyball court) 

• Those with limited mobility will be aware of the park’s various universally accessible 
locations/amenities (e.g. sidewalk/trails, Mobi-Mat for beach-goers, swings, UA net climber) 

• Users will be able to calculate distances/mileage on pathways/trails 
• Bayside is pet friendly - owners/walkers will be able to locate pet stations for proper disposal 

of waste 
• Usage will continue to increase with the planned Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail and Acme 

Connector Trail  
 
Community Feedback: 
Securing increased recreational access has been the Township’s vision for over a decade. The 
need for this type of signage is based on feedback from the public (public meetings, survey data), 
staff, and Acme Township Boards and Commissions. In response, Acme Township recently 
updated its Parks Master Plan (2019-2023) – this plan includes several goals/visions: 

• Increase access to Grand Traverse Bay for residents of all abilities. 
• Beautify shoreline parks to provide bayside recreation opportunities for the community while 

protecting the water quality. 
• Increase a clear and precise awareness of the Acme Township park system (specific 

objectives to establish a new identity for the park system through new signage; wayfinding 
system) 

The plan is evaluated every 5 years to address recreational conditions and demands. 
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Work Plan Template for Infrastructure Enhancements 

Building Healthy Places Greenspace Improvement Project 

Please use the following format to develop your work plan for greenspace infrastructure 
enhancements, and attach the completed document to the end of this Application Form. You will have 
the opportunity to detail your proposed physical activity programming and/or policy improvements 
later in the application. 

Agency Name:  Acme Township   

Greenspace Site Name:  Bayside Park   

 
 

 
Site Change 

 
Responsible 
persons 

 
Timeline 

January- 
April 

 
May-June 

 
July 

 
August 

 
Example: 
Install Welcome Sign 

 
Communications 
Coordinator 

 
Work with 
sign company 
to design and 
produce sign 

 
 
Install sign 

  

Install entry sign Sign Company Work with sign 
company to 
design and 
produce sign 

Install sign   

Install wayfinding 
signage in kiosk 

Parks & Recreation 
Maintenance 
Coordinator 

Work with 
landscape 
architect to 
design and 
produce 
wayfinding site 
plan 

Install sign   

Install restroom signage Parks & Recreation 
Maintenance 
Coordinator 

Work with sign 
company to 
design and 
produce sign 

Install sign   

Install park rules sign Parks & Recreation 
Maintenance 
Coordinator 

Work with sign 
company to 
design and 
produce sign 

 Install sign   
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How will you ensure that your proposed infrastructure enhancements meet community needs, 
and that the public greenspace is accessible to everyone, regardless of income, race, physical 
ability, age, etc.? 

The proposed infrastructure enhancements will meet community needs and ensure accessibly to 
everyone, regardless of income, race, physical ability, and age in the following ways: 
 

• Regional partnerships consulted during planning and renovation processes to ensure access 
for all ages and all abilities: Traverse Area Recreation and Transportation Trails (TART); 
Disability Network of Northern Michigan; The Watershed Center of Grand Traverse Bay 
(TWC); the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy; Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians; among others.  

• Desirable location – thousands located within a 5-10-mile radius. 
• No admission fees. 
• Restroom facility will include ADA compliant signage. 
• Site map will be installed at a universally accessible location near restroom.  
• Park maintained daily from April – November; parking lot plowed during winter months.  
• Acme Township Parks Master Plan updated in 2019 to reflect communities’ recreational 

needs and evaluated every five years (or prior, if needed). 
• Continued public engagement at scheduled, monthly Board, Planning Commission, and 

Parks and Trails meetings.  
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Please describe current activities that demonstrate your capacity to complete and sustain the 
proposed infrastructure changes. Discuss the availability of necessary support, staffing, 
expertise, funding, and technology to implement and sustain greenspace improvements. 

Organizational: 
Acme Township’s parks and recreation program is administratively aligned under a traditional local 
government organizational structure. The Township Supervisor and Board of Trustees provide 
governance, establish public policy, adopt the annual budget and millage rates, and are the approval 
authority for community plans and projects. The Township Supervisor is also responsible for the 
execution and implementation of Board policies, budgets, and plans as well as performing oversight 
for day-to-day operations within the Township. Township administrative staff, which includes the Park 
Operations Manager, reports to the Township Supervisor. The Park Operations Manager is 
responsible for maintenance and construction occurring within the Township’s parks. During the 
summer months, the Township retains seasonal employees to perform regular park maintenance. 
These individuals report to the Township Supervisor.  
 
The Parks and Trails Advisory Committee provides citizen input into the Acme Township park 
program. A combination of citizens, administrative staff, and elected officials participate on this 
committee. 
 
Partnerships & Volunteers: 
Acme Township has partnerships with various entities to secure recreational access: Traverse Area 
Recreation and Transportation Trails (TART); Disability Network of Northern Michigan; The 
Watershed Center of Grand Traverse Bay (TWC); the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy; 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians; Elk Rapids Public Schools; Sweetwater 
Evening Garden Club; among others. Students and scouts often volunteer their hours to help out in 
Acme Township to fulfill their civic engagement requirements. Letters of support provided in 
supporting documents.  
  
Annual Budget: 
The Acme Township annual parks and recreation budget for 2019–2020 is around $143,000. Funds 
come from the General Operating Millage/General Fund, plus grants and donations. Capital 
expenditures for larger projects and grant contributions are budgeted annually when the funds will be 
expensed. 
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The Health Department of Northwest Michigan has partnered with mParks, Michigan’s Recreation and 
Park Association, to assist awarded greenspace sites with the implementation of physical exercise 
programming. Specifically, each site must select Come Out & Play or Walk Michigan (see page 3 for 
detailed program descriptions). 

Please describe your capacity to implement Come Out & Play or Walk Michigan as physical 
activity programming in the public greenspace. What type(s) of exercise opportunities would 
best meet your community’s needs? Describe the group(s) you would target for programming 
(e.g. youth, seniors, families, etc.). Based on your community’s needs, target population(s), and 
greenspace capacities (following infrastructure enhancement). 

Board discussion on which program they would like to include within application. Please refer 
to pages 3-5 in the RFP.  
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Interventions that combine multiple types of changes can 
create a larger impact on the health of communities. For 
example, a greenspace that implements infrastructure changes 
(e.g. lighting, signage) in combination with interpersonal 
engagement opportunities (e.g. an educational walking group) 
as well as policy improvements (e.g. a smoke-free policy) will 
be more effective at increasing physical activity than a 
greenspace that only changes their infrastructure. Policy 
enhancements are encouraged but not required for this RFP. 

Are you proposing any amendment(s) and/or additions to 
health-related policy in the greenspace? If so, please 
detail your plans. How might the proposed policy changes 
impact health? How would you use grant funds to support 
the adoption or enforcement of health-related policy? If 
you do not plan to adopt or amend health-related policy in 
the greenspace, please leave this question blank. 

Discussion with Board – is smoking allowed at the Park? 

If you plan to collaborate with an existing or prospective partner on the implementation of the 
proposed greenspace enhancements, please describe the partnership. How do you plan to 
share and delegate tasks? 

Acme Township has partnerships with various entities to secure recreational access: Traverse Area 
Recreation and Transportation Trails (TART); Disability Network of Northern Michigan; The Watershed 
Center of Grand Traverse Bay (TWC); the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy; Grand Traverse 
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians; Elk Rapids Public Schools; Sweetwater Evening Garden Club; 
among others. 
 
Recently, sign placement was discussed with TARt to ensure entry sign will not negatively impact future 
signage of the Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail.  
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Please explain how you would market your proposed greenspace enhancements and why you 
think your promotion approach could effectively increase greenspace usage in your 
community. 

Marketing of the proposed greenspace enhancements will be done through the following: 
 
Township Website: According to weebly analytics the website receives an average of 2,552-page views 
per month. Important information is posted on the website as needed to the home page and other 
relevant areas. The Parks & Recreation page will also be getting a complete facelift beginning in January 
2020.  
 
Newsletters: Newsletters will be sent out with the summer and winter tax bills (3,423 parcels). These 
newsletters will highlight important activities within the township – such as grants awarded and projects, 
they have helped fund.  
 
Partnerships: Acme Township’s partnerships with agencies such as the Grand Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy and TART Trails provide additional marketing avenues within their publications – reaching 
Acme Township and beyond. The Acme Business Association also promotes activities (business and 
recreational) within the township.  
 
Public Meetings: Funds and projects will be part of the staff reporting process during public meetings.  
 
We are also open to suggestions to expand our marketing efforts! 
 
 

 
“I am an official representative of my organization, and I endorse this grant proposal. I agree that my 
organization is eligible to apply for funding, and if a grant is awarded, my organization will carry out the 
project as outlined in this proposal. On behalf of my organization, if a grant is awarded, I am providing 
assurance that we are responsible for sustaining the improved greenspace through financial and 
personnel resources, and we are committed to supporting the improved greenspace as a benefit to the 
community for years to come.” 

 
 

Applicant 
Signature:    

 
 
 

Date:    
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Budget & Budget Justification Template 

Building Healthy Places Greenspace Improvement Project 

Please use the following format to develop your budget sheet and attach the completed document to 
the end of this Application Form. 

Agency Name:  Acme Township   

Proposed Site Name:  Bayside Park   

Amount Requested from this Funding Opportunity:   $8,100  

Total Project Cost:  $10,100  
 

Estimated Revenues for Total Project (including any additional and/or matching funds): 
 

Source Amount 
Greenspace Improvement Projects Grant Request $8,100 
Agency Contribution $2,000 

  
  
  

Total: Example: $10,100 

 
Estimated Expenses for Total Project: 

 
Expense Amount Justification 
Welcome Sign $5,500 Design and production 

   $700  Installation of Welcome Sign by sign         
company  

Site Map   $1500   Design, production, installation 
ADA Restroom signs/hours of operation   $400   Design, production, installation  
Park Rules Sign   $1870   Design, production, installation 
Logo Signs for Township Recreation 
Vehicle & Trailers 

  $130   Design, production, installation 

   
   
   

Total:  
$10,100 
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Supporting Documents  
Site plan and letter of support from Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy to be included -  in process 
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