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`     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, June 6, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:03 p.m 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, D. Nelson, D. White,  J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: P. Scott 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

            

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
D. Kopkau, Milton Township resident, expressed his concerns; cost factor, source of funding, about the proposed 

bike trail.  

 

K. Gribi, 7822 Peaceful Valley Rd, expressed concerns with the public accesses down Deepwater Point Rd not 

being properly marked for use by all residents. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

            Zollinger asked for four items to be added to the agenda under New Business. 

            #4 Yuba Historic Society 2% tribal grant application, #5 Resolution R-2017-21, #6 Resolution 2017-22 and #7 

            Tribal land in Trust letter. 

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve the agenda with the addition of the four items under  

New Business.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

C.     APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 05/09/17 and Special Board meeting 05/17/17  

      

Motion by White, seconded by Dye to approve Board minutes of 5/9/17 and Special Board meeting of 

5/17/17 as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

             

D.     INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

     

E.     REPORTS:  

1.  Clerk – Dye: It was requested by the Board to report every year if there are any charges received by having  

Positive Pay a check fraud protection service. Dye reported at this time all fees are being covered by the credits 

earned by Chase Bank accounts.  

ELECTION:  There will not be an August 8th 2017. 

2.  Parks –  

Zollinger commented that the Parks Maintenance Advisory recently interviewed four candidates for the part    

time parks position.  Ryan Lamont was chosen. Zollinger stated that about $200 has been collected for 

permits and day passes. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by Aukerman to approve hiring Ryan Lamont for the Parks part time    

position.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

3.  Legal Counsel – Received and filed 

4.  Sheriff -  Potter 

 Potter stated that the new speed sign was installed on May 25 on US 31 North and in a 12 day period about 

 29,000 vehicles were recorded coming Southbound. Potter also served at the spaghetti dinner fundraiser 

 with GT Metro # 8. 

            5.    County - Received and filed 
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            6.    Roads –  No report 

            7.    Farmland  - Received and filed 

                .            

F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None 
           1          Mion by .   1 1.  

 G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the  

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1.       RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. CClerks Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet 

c. An elected official’s guide to Emergency Management “Are you ready?” 

d.          Draft unapproved meeting minutes 

1.     Planning Commission 05/08/17 

2.     Parks & Trails 04/21/17 and 05/19/17 

                          a.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $101,472.04 and Current to be approved of $19,422.67  

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

H.      ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: None 

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve the consent calendar as presented.  Motion carried by 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

      I.         CORRESPONDENCE:                                           

                  1.      Paul Brink letter dated 05/10/17 regarding Sayler Park Boat Launch 

        2.      Emailed dated 12/19/16 from Dennis Tuck regarding Bunker Hill Boat Launch closing 

          3.      Gary Noteware comments regarding Bunker Hill Boat Launch closing 

          4.      Letter dated 2/8/17 from Pollister Amos LLC, A lands LLC, Amos Farms, LLC re: Bike trail 

                   extension 

          5.      Letter to Antrim County Board of Commissioners dated 2/24/17 re: Traverse City to Charlevoix 

                   Trail 

          6.      Letter from Vincent Cooper, not dated re: Bike trails 

   

J.    PUBLIC HEARING:  

   Public Comment opened at 8:12 pm and Closed at 8:12 pm with no public comments. 

 

       Acme Township General Appropriations Act Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Annual Budget Hearing 

       1.       Resolution R-2017-15 Township Supervisor Salary 

                 Zollinger recused himself and turned the gravel over to Dye. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2017-15 establishing the Acme 

Township Supervisor’s salary for fiscal year 2017-18 at $40,000.  Motion carried by roll call vote of 5 

(Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Nelson, White) in favor and 1 (Zollinger) abstaining. 

                 

      2.       Resolution R-2017-16 Extra duties Supervisor 

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Jenema to approve Resolution R-2017-16 supporting stipend of 

$3,000 for   Supervisor for extra duties performed above statuary responsibilities.  Motion carried by 

roll call vote of 5 (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Nelson, White) in favor and 1 (Zollinger) abstaining 

 

      3.        Resolution R-2017-17 Township Clerk Salary 

               Zollinger reassumed the gavel and Dye recused herself. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2017-17 establishing the Acme 

Township   Clerk’s salary at $40,008 for fiscal year 2017-18 with one modification.  Motion carried 
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by roll call vote of of 5 (Aukerman, Jenema, Nelson, White, Zollinger) in favor and 1 (Dye) 

abstaining. 

              

      4.       Resolution R-2017-18 Township Treasurer Salary 

                Jenema recused herself. 

 

                Motion by Nelson, seconded by Dye to approve Resolution R-2017-18 establishing the Acme 

                Township Treasurer’s at $25,159 for fiscal year 2017-18, same as it was in 2016-17. Motion carried 

                by a roll call vote of 5 (Aukerman, Dye, Nelson, White, Zollinger) in favor and 1 (Jenema) 

                abstaining. 

 

5.    Resolution R-2017-19 Township Trustees Salary 

 

                       Motion by Jenema, seconded by Dye, to approve Resolution R-2017-19 establishing the Acme 

                       Township Trustees’ salaries as $6,000.00 and $50.00/meeting per Diam for additional meetings,  

                       where the Board has requested their attendance for fiscal year 2017-18.  Motion carried by 

                       unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 

     6.       Resolution  R-2017-20 Acme Township General Appropriations Act 2017-2018 

 

                Motion by White, seconded by Nelson to approve Resolution R-2017-29 establishing the Acme 

                        Township General Appropriations Act for budget fiscal year 2017-18 as presented.  Motion carried  

                        by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

K.      NEW BUSINESS: 

1.      Board appointments for Planning Commission 
     Zollinger recommended Karly Wentzloff, Beth Balentine and Steve Feringa to another three year term 

                               on the Planning Commission. 

 

                                Motion by White, seconded by Nelson to approve Wentzloff, Balentine and Feringa to another 

                                three year term on the Planning Commission.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2.      Planning Zoning fee schedule updates – Winter 

A review was recently conducted comparing Acme Township fee schedule with that of Garfield and 

East Townships.  Winter presented a fee schedule draft proposal as a starting point for discussion.  It  

was noted that in many cases our fees closely aligned with neighboring jurisdictions.  Winter is asking 

the Board to review.  Winter will present memo to the Zoning Board of Appeals at a hearing on June 

8, 2017, for input. 

 

3.      Parks and Trail Bayside Phase 2 – Jenema 

                               Jenema stated that the Parks and Trails committee believe they are close to picking a model of the 

                               bench design that will be used in Bayside Park.  A sample model is being build for all to see. 

                               Zollinger stated we are close to picking a contractor to move the dirt in the parking lot, work should 

                               Start soon. 

 

4.      Yuba Historic Society application form for Tribal council allocation of 2% Funds 

      Donna Sayler, President of the Yuba Historic Society, was present requesting Acme Township to 

      submit the application. 

 

      Motion by Jenema, seconded by Nelson to support the Yuba Historic Society application for 

      Tribal council allocation of 2% funds for the June cycle.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

5.       Approval of Resolution R-2017-21 for budget line adjustment up date to support expenditure  

      previously approved. 
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                                 Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve Resolution R-2017-21 as presented.  Motion 

                                 carried unanimously. 

 

 

6.        Approval of Resolution R-2017-22 to increase budget amount for Dept 101-920.000 by 

              $5,000.00 

                               

                                  Motion by Nelson, seconded by Dye to approve Resolution R-2017-22 as presented.  Motion 

                                  carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

7.        Notice of Non-Gaming land acquisition by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 

       Indians. 
       Zollinger presented a letter from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Michigan Agency for putting 

       Land into Trust with various questions on taxes, services provided, any special assessments and how 

       Property is currently zoned.  This will be brought back to the Board for review before submitting to 

       BIA. 

 

    

L.       OLD BUSINESS: None 

                     

 

. 

      PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  None 

. 

                               

       ADJOURN AT 9:30  pm 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, June 6, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

  

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 05/09/17 and Special Board meeting 05/17/17 

               

D.        INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

E.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks –  

               c,    Legal Counsel – J. Jocks 

               d.    Sheriff – Brian Potter 

               e.    County -Carol Crawford 

               f.     Roads –Jason Gillman 

  g.     Farmland Update 

 

  F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  

 

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

         together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

         discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

a. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.    Treasurer’s Report  

               b    Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance sheet 

               c.    An elected official’s guide to Emergency Management “Are you ready?” 

               d.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                      1.    Planning Commission 05/08/17 

                      2.    Parks & Trails 04/21/17 and 5/19/17 

             2.   APPROVAL: 

1.   Accounts Payable Prepaid of $101,472.04 and Current to be approved of $19,422.67 

                       (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

2.        

3.        

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  

      1.     Paul Brink letter dated 05/10/17 regarding Sayler Park Boat Launch 

      2.     Email dated 12/19/16 from Dennis Tuck re: Bunker Hill Rd Boat launch closing 

      3.     Gary Noteware comments re: Bunker Hill Rd Boat Launch closing 

 

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: Acme Township General Appropriations Act Fiscal Year 2017-18 

     Annual budget hearing. 

1. Resolution Township Supervisor Salary 

2. Resolution Extra duties -Supervisor 

3. Resolution Township Clerk Salary 

4. Resolution Township Treasurer Salary 

5. Resolution Township Trustees Salary 

6. Acme Township General appropriations Act 2017-18 Resolution  

 

K. NEW BUSINESS: 

             1. Board appointments Planning 

 2. Planning Zoning fee schedule updates - Winter 

 3.  Parks and Trail Bayside phase 2 - Jenema 

  

 L.        OLD BUSINESS: 

1. 

 

 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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`     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, May 9. 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 p.m 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema,  P. Scott, D. White,  J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: D.Nelson 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

            

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Comments were made by the following supporting trails in Acme Township: 

J. Heffner, 4050 Bayberry Lane  

M. Coulter, 4056 Circle View Dr 

G. Hermach, 4154 Williamston Ct 

J. Hiem, 3947 Havenhill Lane 

K. Gribi, 7822 Peaceful Valley Rd 

B. Heflin, 4355 Westridge Dr 

G. Rady, 3526 Scenic Hills Dr 

J. Steckly, 7201 Deepwater Point Rd 

 

Comments were made supporting but with concerns about trepassing/”Spray drift”/Government regulations for 

Farmers and Orchardists: 

Dorance Amos, 11990 Munro Rd 

Dieter Amos, 11990 Munro Rd 

V. Cooper, Elk Rapids farmer 

J. Pulicpher, 4521 Lochenhealth Dr 

 

Public Comment closed at 7:22 pm 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger asked to remove from Old Business #1 Tart Trails resolution to New Business # 1. 

 

Motion by Aukerman, seconded by White to approve the agenda with Old Business #1 becoming New 

Business #1.    Motion carried unanimously. 

 

C.     APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 04/04/17  

     

     Motion  by White, seconded by Dye to approve the 04/04/17 Board minutes as presented.  Motion carried 

     by unanimous vote. 

             

D.     INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

     

E.     REPORTS:  

1.  Clerk – Dye 

 Dye stated that the May 2nd election had 252 voters.  366 Absentee ballots were returned.  Dye said that a 

 Household Hazardous waste event with RecycleSmart is scheduled for Thursday, May 11, 2017.  

Appointments are required by calling 231-941-5555. 

2.  Parks – Recognition of Ben Vanderheide & Lachlan Beebe, Sayler Park clean up 

3.  Legal Counsel – Received and filed 

4.  Sheriff -  Potter 
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Potter commented there were 186 calls in the last month.  At the April 29th “ National Prescription Drug Take- 

Back Day” held at the Township we had 21 lbs of prescription drugs collected. 

 Potter also stated that drugs can be dropped off anytime at the Law Enforcement Center Monday-Friday.             

            5.    County - Received and filed 

            6.    Roads –  No report 

            7.    Farmland  - No report 

            8.    Metro fire – Steve Apostal 

         .         Apostal presented fire incidents/EMS incidents for Acme Township. 

   

F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS:  
     John Divizzo, Director of GTC DPW, Amended and restated Master Sewer agreement 2017 between Traverse 

     City and the Township was presented with reason and benefits to all parties. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by White to approve the amended and restated Master Sewer 2017     

Agreement as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

           1          Mion by .   1 1.  

 G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the  

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1.       RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. CClerks Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet 

c. North Flight April report 

d.          Draft unapproved meeting minutes 

1.     Planning Commission 04/10/17 

              2.        APPROVAL:  

                          a.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $154,250.65 and Current to be approved of $ 36,820.94 

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

  H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: None 

                                                           

             Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to approve the  Consent Calendar as presented.  Motion carried by 

             unanimous roll call vote. 

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  

     1.      Email from C. Abernethy dated 05/06/17 re: Tart extension 

     2.      Email from P. Deyo, 2936 Towering Pines Ct re: Tart Trails 

 

J.     PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

K.      NEW BUSINESS: 

1.   Tart trail resolution TC to Charlevoix 

Trustee, White, asked that Resolution R-2016-31, Supporting the development of the Traverse City to  

Charlevoix trail be put on the agenda for discussion.  Many comments were made  during Public Comment 

at the start of the meeting. Board discussed direction on continual support but we do need to consider all 

concerns. Board support is for the concept of a trail from Acme to Charlevoix but not a pertinent route at 

this time. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott, that Resolution R-2016-31 will stand as is written.  Motion 

carried by a vote of 5 (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Scott, Zollinger) in favor and 1 opposing (White). 

 

BREAK 7:40 pm to 7:45 pm 

  

2.   Resolution Metro budget amendment 2017 move funds from 101 to 206 Fire 
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  Motion by Jenema, seconded by Dye to approve Resolution R-2017-13 moving monies from 101 fund 

  balance to Fire fund 206 .  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

3.   Resolution 101 budget admendment townhall expenses 

                        

                       Motion by White, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2017-14 moving monies from 101              

           contingency to 101 Township expenditures for additional electric cost due to trailer facilities. 

                       Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

4.   Review 2017-18 Budget 

Zollinger reviewed 2017-2018 budget highlights: Revenue down in Trust & Agency by about $27,000,  

Expenses are up in the following areas: Insurance up about 15%, Capital cost up for election equipment, 

Copier/phone system and Parks about $31,000. Expenses down in Maint & Parks about $44,100. 

Board reviewed each line item. Corrections will be made.  A Special Board meeting for the discussion of 

Salaries and other issues will be Wednesday, May 17, at 4:00 pm. 

 

5.   Public Act 123 – Purchase of property in Acme Township for back taxes 

                       County Treasurer provided a listing of properties that were foreclosed in Acme Township.  We could     

                       purchase by paying the minimum bid prior to the public auction in August. 

 

                       Motion by Jenema, seconded by White to waiver the right to purchase foreclosed property.  Motion  

                       carried  unanimously. 

 

6.   Charter franchise negotiations/Joint retainer 

 

   Motion by Dye, seconded by White to approve the retainer joint representation and confidentiality 

   Agreement for Charter as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.                     

 

L.       OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  Traffic Cloud portable speed monitor – Supervisor 

At the April board meeting we had a demo of the portable traffic device along with samples of reports    

available.  Board asked Zollinger to look into any discounts available. We can receive a $300.00 discount 

on the unit since other townships are also buying at this time. 

 

Motion by Scott, seconded by Jenema, to approve the purchasing of the traffic cloud portable speed  

monitor for $4,780.00 with annual cost based on 8 months usage of $1,000.00.  Motion carried by 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

2.  Acme water needs options 

 Clyde Johnson, Gosling Czubak Engineering Services, proposed three options for potential water systems 

 within Acme Township: 1) incorporating the existing wells at Hope Village or development of a new well 

field to be owned and ran by Acme Township. 2) System with the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 

Chippewa as the water purveyor with under tribal system or on ran by the Township under a bulk water 

sales. 3) System with East Bay Township as the water purveyor either franchised to East Bay Township or 

ran by Acme through a bulk water sales agreement with East Bay Township.  Discussion followed. Based 

on present state and on going discussion with Acme Village and Dan Kelly Board agreed to have this 

brought back in 60 days. 

. 

      PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

. 

                               

       ADJOURN AT 10:15 pm 
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`     ACME TOWNSHIP SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Wednesday, May 17, 2017, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema,,D. Nelson, P. Scott, D. White,  J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: None 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

    

   A student (name unknown) from Central High School was in attendance for class credit. 

         

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

Motion by White, seconded by Jenema to approve the agenda with the addition of Parks update under    

New Business #2.   Motion carried unanimously.            

 

C.     INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

  D.      NEW BUSINESS; 

            1.      Discuss Acme Township 2017-18 Budget/Salaries of Officials and Employees, and future life insurance 

                     coverage 

     

Trustee, Aukerman, reviewed salaries from other townships in the area and generally found that Acme Township 

was on the lower end. 

There has not been an increase in salaries for at least 16 years.  Supervisor’s position received a $3,000.00 stipend 

for additional duties for the first time in the 2015-2016 Budget. 

A proposal was presented by Zollinger to increase Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer $3,000.00 each with no 

stipend.  Clerk, Dye, raised concerns about her office receiving a stipend for additional duties.  Discussion 

followed. No stipend to be provided to Clerk at this time. 

                            

              Motion by Scott, seconded by Aukerman, to approve Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer base wage be 

              increased by $3,000.00.  The Trustees wages will remain the same.  Motion carried by unanimous roll 

              call. 

               

            2.      Future life insurance coverage 

                     The Township personnel committee was asked to review life insurance for employees. At the time of the 

                     meeting we only had information from Great Northern Benefits.  Dye will be researching one more 

                     company.  It was agreed Zollinger would put money in the new budget to pay insurance in case the Board  

                     approves at a later date. A resolution will be provided at the July 11, 2017, Board meeting. 

 

            3.     Update on Parks 

                    Zollinger stated that Gary Lamont, our current part time parks guy will be leaving on June 16th.  The Parks 

                    Maintenance committee will be placing an ad to replace Lamont. 

 

 

ADJOURNED AT 5:00 pm 
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County Staff Report 
May 2017 

 
 
 
Strategic Goals 

1. Maintain financial strength and stability 
2. Strengthen and expand the County’s use of technology 
3. Address infrastructure needs 
4. Continue community engagement and access to information 
5. Ensure that County is viewed as a fair and equitable employer 
6. Expand the capabilities of the Board of Commissioners 
7. Advance the health and quality of life of the region 
8. Protect and preserve County’s water resources, forests, natural areas and scenic beauty 

 
Administration/Board of Commissioners/Resource Recovery/Finance (1, 2, 4, 7, 8)  

➢ At the Board Meeting on May 10th, the Board of Commissioners heard from several 
guest speakers to review options that are available to address the County’s Unfunded 
Pension Liability. A full copy of the Board packet and information which was presented is 
available online at www.grandtraverse.org  

 
➢ The May 11 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) event is scheduled to capacity. 

Additional collections are scheduled June 22, August 10, and October 14.  County 
residents are encouraged to use these opportunities to get rid of outdated or unwanted 
household chemicals, pesticides, solvents, paints, etc.  Appointments are required and 
can be made by using the online scheduling system at RecycleSmart.info or by calling 
the RecycleSmart Hotline at 231-941-5555.  

 
The March 23 event served 150 residents and 27 businesses and collected 25,232 
pounds of household hazardous waste and 1,040 pounds of pesticides for safe disposal. 

 
Central Dispatch/911 (7) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Circuit Court 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Circuit Court - Family Division 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Commission on Aging (7)  

➢ The Commission on Aging continues its work to help seniors stay in their homes. 
  

➢ Commission on Aging now accepts credit cards for payments: www.gtcoa.org  
 
Community Development & Codes (1, 3, 4, 7, 8) 

➢ COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

http://www.grandtraverse.org/
http://www.gtcoa.org/
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o No report provided. 
 

➢ BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT 
o No report provided. 

 
➢ CONSTRUCTION CODE DIVISION (7) 

o No report provided. 
 

➢ SOIL EROSION PROGRAM (8) 
o No report provided. 

 
County Clerk (4) 

➢ Stats for month of April 
o New Circuit and Family Court Cases filed:  44 civil, 50 domestic, 21 felony, and 

27 juvenile. 
o Four (4) jury pools sent out for Circuit Court trials. 
o Clerked four (4) trial lasting 12 days. 
o Clerked four (4) County Commission meetings. 
o Vital Records filed: 135 births, 121 deaths, and 36 marriage licenses. 
o DBAs filed: 85 
o Concealed Pistol applications filed: 92 
o Concealed Pistol fingerprints done: 54 
o Concealed Pistol Licenses issued: 90 
o Notary Bonds/Applications: 22 
o Passport Photos taken: 135  
o Certified Copies: 492 customers (this could be 1 or many copies per customer) 
o Wedding Ceremonies: 11 
o Voter Registrations: 163 

 
➢ Sent out 5300 juror questionnaires and began the processing of the return of completed 

juror questionnaires.  
 
County Drain Commissioner (3,7,8) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
District Court 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Equalization / GIS (1, 4) 

➢ No report provided. 
 

Facilities Management (3) 
➢ Facilities Management staff assisted with the community-build playground project at the 

Civic Center.  
 
Friend of the Court 

➢ No report provided. 
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Health Department (7) 
ADMINISTRATION and FINANCE DIVISION 

➢ Finance  
o Grant Quarterly Reports - Completed 2017 second quarter fiscal year grant reporting 

for the State of Michigan.  
 
o Northern Michigan Public Health Emergency Preparedness (NMPHEP) Program - 

Worked together with Health Department Northwest and Benzie/Leelanau Health 
Departments to prepare a combined regional budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal year 
and allocate a portion of each of our budgets to a training and exercise fund to be 
used towards regional trainings.  

 
➢ Northern Michigan Community Health Innovation Region 

○ Year I (2016/17) Priority Population: Focusing on regional data regarding Emergency 
Department Utilizers, The Northern Michigan Community Health Innovation Region’s 
response to excessive Emergency Department use is three-fold: 

 
● Community Connections is a clinical community linkages model for linking 

patients who have health-related social needs to resources in the community.  It 
features an electronic patient assessment that identifies patients with problems 
with access to healthcare, food insecurity, housing, transportation, etc. that will 
be administered in Emergency Departments, patient-centered medical homes, 
health departments, and other health care providers and community agencies 
within the Northern Michigan Community Health Innovation Region. Depending 
on where they live, patients/clients who need linkages will be referred to a 
Community Connections HUB.  

 
● Three local HUBs will be operational by summer 2017, each one staffed by a 

HUB Coordinator, Registered Nurse, Social Worker, Community Health Worker, 
and Call Center Operator. Root causes of social determinants of health will be 
identified by the Community Connections HUBs. In response, the Northern 
Michigan Community Health Innovation Region will create comprehensive, 
region-wide Community Health Improvement Plans to address them.  Grand 
Traverse HUB, managed by Benzie Leelanau District Health Department, serves 
Benzie, Grand Traverse, and Leelanau counties.  

 
● Multi-component Educational Campaign, a unified, coordinated evidence-based 

campaign is in under development with strategies customized for individual, 
provider, and community levels.  

 
➢ Community Outreach and Education 

o Convened a regional water safety meeting to begin planning for the summer season 
and activities to prevent drownings.  

 
o Public Information Officer (PIO) Rose Ann Davis participated in the monthly Public 

Health Alliance Marketing workgroup meeting. 
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o Monitoring several immunization legislation bills and educating legislators on 
importance of immunizations to protect the community. 

 
o Health Officer Trute participated in the Northern Michigan Health Network’s strategic 

planning as a member of the advisory board.  
 
o Health Officer Trute presented to the Munson Community Health Committee on 

public health activities in Northern Michigan including: Northern Michigan Public 
Health Alliance, Community Health Innovation Region and the Community Health 
Needs Assessment and Improvement Plans.  

 
o The Health Officer, PIO, Emergency Preparedness Director and Environmental 

Health leadership met with a team from the Michigan Department of Agriculture and 
Dairy to discuss communications during events such as the contaminated frozen 
strawberries and Hepatitis A exposure that occurred this winter.  

 
MEDICAL EXAMINER DIVISION 
➢ Medical Examiner Investigators- Recruiting and hiring a team of 6-8 on call investigators; 

Training new investigators for more thorough scene investigations, and WMED protocols 
used for consistency on all deaths investigated. Investigators are also job shadowing in 
Kalamazoo as part of their training to get more exposure to investigations quicker.  

 
➢ State Medical Examiner Workgroup- Health Officer Trute is participating in two 

subcommittees focused on establishing medical examiner regions with local autopsies 
and consistent data systems and reporting.  

 
➢ Budget- Health Officer Trute and Medical Examiner Joyce deJong presented the revised 

budget to the Leelanau County Board of Commissioners for approval. A review of the 
changes and the medical examiner’s office activities was also given along with questions 
from commissioner.  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH and ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION 
➢ Environmental Health  

o Craig Preston attended a two (2) day Special Foods Processing training in Gaylord. 
The training was provided by the Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural 
Development (MDARD). 

 
o Completed quarterly reports to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

(MDEQ) for our On-site Septic Program, Drinking Water Program, and Septage 
Program. 

 
o Completed quarterly report to the Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural 

Development (MDARD) for our Food Service Program. 
 
o Completed quarterly report to the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services 

(MDHHS) for our Body Art Program. 
 
o 51 Septic permits were issued for April 2017 compared to 36 in April of 2016. 
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o 51 Water well permits were issued for April 2017 compared to 17 in April of 2016. 
 
o Tom Buss interview TV 9&10 regarding taking precautions to prevent tick exposure. 
 
o Processed two (2) FOIA requests for environmental assessments on commercial 

properties within Grand Traverse County. 
 

➢ Animal Control   
o In process of interviewing candidates for seasonal Animal Control Specialist position. 
 
o Animal Control Officer, Deb Zerafa attended a two (2) day conference at Crystal 

Mountain sponsored by the Michigan Association of Animal Control Officers 
(MAACO). 

 
o GPS device was installed in our Animal Control vehicle in collaboration with Central 

Dispatch as a security/safety measure for tracking location of the vehicle during 
operational periods.  

 
o Met with Cherryland Humane Society to discuss contract, protocols and future 

collaboration.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT and PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS DIVISION 
➢ Emergency Management  

o Hosted a Disaster Management for Electric Power systems class 
 
o Met with Emergency Support Function 6: Human Services team members re: 

Emergency Operations Plan update regarding special needs population 
 
o Gave emergency management presentation at Interlochen and Fife Lake Senior 

Centers 
 
o Met with SharedSky partners re: start of countywide public safety drone program 

 
➢ Emergency Preparedness   

o Northern Michigan Public Health Emergency Preparedness Director Mike Lahey 
administered Public Health Emergency Preparedness exercises across the 
jurisdictions as the health department's administrative teams discussed how it plans 
for and responds to events that compromise the continuity of operations of the 
building operationally and fiscally.  

 
o Public Health Emergency Preparedness has completed and submitted to the state's 

Division of Emergency Preparedness and Response a brand new Continuity of 
Operations Plan that will assist the health department in continuing to sustain its 
operating structure during turbulent times.  

 
o Public Health Emergency Preparedness at Grand Traverse County Health 

Department coordinated a staff walk-through day that introduced staff to new Point of 
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Dispensing Materials as well as a Mobile Medical Unit to be deployed during large 
scale public health emergencies.  

 
o The current Public Health Personal Protective Equipment in Northwest Michigan and 

the inventory tracking system corresponding with the state has begun a formal 
assessment.  

 
o Federal Public Health Emergency Preparedness grant funding was disbursed from 

the state as Grand Traverse County Health Department worked together with Health 
Department Northwest and Benzie/Leelanau Health Departments to prepare a 
combined regional budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal year and allocate a portion of 
each budgets to a training and exercise fund to be used towards regional trainings. 

 
COMMUNITY HEALTH DIVISION 
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PROGRAMS:   
➢ Communicable Disease Program 

o Communicable Disease staff investigated 46 communicable diseases/animal bites 
and exposures for the month of March. 

 
o Three nurses attended HIV training provided by the Michigan Department of Health 

and Human Services on April 4. 
 
o Supervisor and staff took part in the first HIV Linkage to Care Collaborative Meeting 

hosted by the Thomas Judd Care Center; the purpose of this group is to help find 
and retain HIV clients in medical care by promoting strong partnerships and allies 
within our region and state. 

 
o Supervisor participated in the Tuberculosis (TB) Nurse Network meeting via 

conference call on April 26. 
 
o As requested by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, staff 

performed further in-depth investigations on local cases of Salmonellosis in an effort 
to help determine a potential source of infection and prevent further 
infections/outbreak. 

 
➢ Reproductive Health  

o Reproductive Health staff provided services for 87 men and women, of which 48 
were new clients to the program. 

 
o Quarterly reporting submitted to the Michigan Department of Health and Human 

Services, along with the Family Planning Cost Analysis and a new workplan for 
additional Title X grant funds. 

 
o Title X Outreach and Enrollment Data assessing Title X service sites’ 2016-17 

contributions to the Medicaid and Marketplace efforts were compiled and submitted 
to the Office of Population Affairs (OPA). 
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o Collaborated with the Outreach Coordinator to develop and place a Reproductive 
Health clinic ad in Grand Traverse Woman Magazine (May/June issue). 

 
o Continued participation in the Health Systems Change for Tobacco Dependence 

Grant.  
 

➢ Immunizations 
o Health Department Clinic staff provided services to 97 clients, accommodating 69 

walk-in clients, administering nearly 200 vaccinations in the month of April. 
 
o While this is nearing the end of flu season, we are still administering flu vaccinations 

during every clinic day. 
 
o Quarterly MDHHS Immunization Report Card indicates that Grand Traverse County 

continues with high rankings among Michigan counties for Flu Coverage, top 10 in 
the State for all ages and teen vaccination coverage increased by 6.2% over this 
past quarter, continuing to exceed Healthy People 2020 Goals. 

 
o Planning activities initiated for providing 3 school-based immunization clinics this 

summer and early fall. 
 
➢ Adolescent Health Clinics- KTown and Youth Health and Wellness Center 

○ Recruitment efforts underway to fill a vacant Nurse Practitioner position as well as a 
Health Program Coordinator to replace Chris Roggen who resigned his position 
effective April 21, 2017. 

 
○ During this interim period while we look to fill vacancies, Lori Wesolowski has taken 

on program supervision for the adolescent health sites and staff, along with Laura 
Laisure, Quality Coordinator assuming some responsibility to provide quality review, 
workplan development preparations, and site survey readiness activities. 

 
○ Submitted State grant quarterly report and workplan update for both clinics. 
 
○ KTown completed 48 Nurse Practitioner clinic appointments and 40 Mental Health 

Counselor clinic appointments. 
 
○ YHWC completed 37 Nurse Practitioner clinic appointments and 21 Mental Health 

Counselor clinic appointments.  
 
MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH PROGRAMS: 
➢ Maternal Infant Health Program  

o Preparations underway for Maternal Infant Support Program (MIHP) Cycle 6 
Certification site visit.  MIHP State Consultant Cheri Ross-Jordan LMSW met with 
staff on April 20 for a question and answer review prior to certification visit.  

  
o MIHP staff continue to work on ongoing quality assurance in preparation for site 

review. 
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o MIHP nurse Cindy Purvis BSN RN (April 3, 2017) sat for the exam to become an 
International Board Certified Lactation Consultant.  Exam results will be available in 
June.  

 
o Lori Wesolowski Maternal Child Health Program Supervisor attended the Regional 

Perinatal Substance Use Disorder Steering Committee.  
 
o District Health Department # 10 shared up to date brochures and flyers for staff to 

distribute/discuss the effects of marijuana use in pregnancy.  
 
➢ Healthy Futures - Deb Deering has been able to increase breastfeeding support services 

to Health Futures postpartum mother.  Deb’s flexibility and leadership is a promising step 
for a case management Healthy Future model for best practices. 

 
➢ Children’s Special Health Care Services - Cathy Stauber BSN RN has been able to 

provide outreach to eligible families of children with qualifying conditions by working in 
Kindergarten Round Up and Pediatric Cardiac Clinics. 

  
➢ Pediatric Cardiac Clinic - Clinics are providing a great opportunity for outreach for 

Children’s Special Health Care Services.  We continue to work with the University of 
Michigan Speciality Clinics to provide nursing support for vulnerable adults and children. 

 
➢ Head Start -Planning meeting for fall clinics will be held in May 2017.  
  
➢ WIC - April 2017 WIC show increased 6% since January 2017.  
 
➢ Hearing & Vision -Kindergarten Rounds Up clinics are providing an outreach opportunity 

for Children’s Special Health Care Services.  Cathy Stauber BSN RN has been able to 
connect with families of children who meet qualifying conditions who were not aware of 
the services. 

  
➢ Blood Lead -No new elevated lead levels reported in April 2017. 

 
Human Resources (5)  

➢ Sent invitations to meet with all employee unions. 
 

➢ Recruitment for an IT Director continues. 
 

➢ Introduced a new exit interview questionnaire. 
 

➢ Sponsored an employee education of our 457(b) deferred compensation plan which 
resulted in five new participants. 

 
➢ Revised employment offer letter and included summary of benefits information. 

 
➢ Facilitated the Sheriff Deputy pre-employment testing and consulted on revising the 

testing process. 
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➢ Interviewing continues for a Human Resources Personnel Specialist. 
 

➢ Met with numerous vendors including Nationwide, Lighthouse, and Priority Health. 
 
Information Technology (2) 

➢ The IT Department has welcomed two new IT Technicians to the the team!  
 

➢ Staff continues to provide day-to-day operational support and has undertaken various 
special projects to support County operations.  

 
MSU Extension (7, 8) 

➢ MSU Extension will hold a series of diagnostic clinics for landscape and 
garden plant problems on Wednesdays, 10am to 2pm, starting May 10 
through September. MSU staff and volunteers will be on-hand to assist 
with the identification of plants, weeds, insects and diseases and to give 
advice on solving home landscape problems.  Can’t make it in on 
Wednesdays?  Drop off samples anytime 8am to 5pm Monday 
through Friday and our experts will get back with you. For 
additional assistance outside of clinic hours, feel free to contact 
MSU Extension’s Lawn & Garden Hotline at 1-888-678-3464 
(available Monday-Friday, 9am-noon & 1pm-4pm) or see the 
resources available at the www.migarden.msu.edu.  

 
Parks and Recreation (7) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Parks and Recreation/Senior Center Network (7) 

➢ 1,222 seniors participated in 4,674 units of service 
 

➢ 50 new members joined in April 
 

➢ Our Program Coordinator, CC Hovie, received the Making A Difference award from the 
County for her work on the Veterans Honor Ride.  Her efforts on that event don’t stop 
there, every event she plans she puts her heart and soul into it.  With the support of her 
work team, she does a phenomenal job planning fun, interesting, educational and helpful 
programs for the seniors we serve.  We are very proud of CC and the rest of the staff 
who support her work. 

 
➢ Manager Wells and Director Erickson met with City staff to formulate a game plan for 

establishing a Planning Implementation team to begin work on the renovation of the 
building. 

 
➢ AARP income tax preparers provided free preparation services to 343 seniors at our 

locations in Traverse City, Interlochen, Kingsley, and Fife Lake. 
 

➢ May is Older American’s Month and the Grand Traverse County Board of 
Commissioners approved a Proclamation for such at the April 9th board meeting.  The 

 

http://www.migarden.msu.edu/
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proclamation was a joint document between the Senior Center Network and the 
Commission on Aging. 

 
➢ The Spring issue of the MyNorth Senior Living magazine published by the Traverse 

Magazine featured many references to senior center programming.  Our hiking/cycling, 
art, parade of senior homes and 90 over 90 programs were featured. 

 
➢ May Events:  Vitality for Life, MahJongg lessons, History of Interlochen, City of Traverse 

City Town Hall meetings, Mother’s Day Brunch at all locations, new Euchre club for new 
players, Native American Healing Practices, The Aging Brain, Spinning and Weaving 
demonstrations, Nutrition Myths and Facts, Hospice and Palliative Care, Beginners Cell 
Phone Class, Human Trafficking, Birds of Prey, Food Fight cooking contest, Low Back 
Pain, Ride BATA Day.  Summer sports will get started including Hiking, cycling, golf, 
tennis and shuffleboard.  We have two teams traveling to the Senior Odyssey event on 
May 20th.  We are two time Champions, so expectations are high to perform well.  Our 
trips in May are the Holland Tulip Festival May 10; Casino Trip May 10; Kentucky 
Bluegrass May 15 – 18 and New Englad May 29 – June 5. 

 
➢ Our 2nd Annual 90 over 90 event was on task to have a record attendance and over 90 

people over the age of 90.  This year’s presenting sponsor is the Grand Traverse 
Pavilions, whose contribution makes it possible for us to offer a free brunch to each 
nonagenarian in attendance. 

 
➢ Joint program with Traverse Area District Library – For the Spell of It was held Sunday, 

May 7th.  Manager, Lori Wells was one of the judges for the event. 
 

➢ The 2017 Senior Expo will be Wednesday, May 17th from 10 am – 3 pm at the Howe 
Arena.  Over 100 vendors will be on hand to showcase their products and services for 
seniors and their caregivers.  The Senior Center will have a booth at the Expo with an 
interactive art project.  We have also arranged with BATA to provide free transportation 
to the Senior Expo from our outreach locations. 

 
➢ The Traverse City Human Rights Commission will be holding a public forum at the 

Traverse City Senior Center on June 7th. 
 

➢ Support Groups:  Job support provided by Kelly Services; Options for Senior Living 
assists seniors with questions about housing; Parkinson’s; Healthy Eating; free legal 
advice, tech support for smart devices, and various grief support groups in cooperation 
with Munson Medical Center. 

 
➢ Regular programming:  Lunch served daily at noon; daily exercise classes; monthly 

blood pressure and glucose monitoring, massages, reflexology, and foot care; art 
classes; knitting clubs; quilting group; basket weaving; fisherman’s club; games of all 
kinds; monthly casino trip to Manistee; Saturday Socials; and daily information and 
referral service provided, as needed. 
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Planning (3, 4, 7, 8) 
➢ Planning Department signed an agreement with East Bay Township to provide meeting 

facilitation and other planning services for the development of the Township's bayshore 
corridor plan for US-31. The plan will connect with the plans developed by the other three 
communities as part of the Bayshore Corridor Strategy. 

 
➢ Planning Department hosted 28 township and other planning & zoning officials at a 

seminar on May 3 to discuss regulation of short term rentals. The Planners Lunch & 
Learn Series will continue in September to present on regulating medical marijuana 
facilities. 

 
Probate Court 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Prosecuting Attorney (7) 
 

➢ Prosecution  As the County’s Chief Law Enforcement Officer, the Prosecuting Attorney is 
responsible for the prosecution of crimes including juvenile, misdemeanor and felony 
offenses, protection of abused and neglected children, and establishment of child support 
for needy children. For the month of April, we engaged in the following: 

  
o    Authorized 174 misdemeanor warrants 
o    Authorized 47 felony warrants 
o    Authorized 17 juvenile petitions 
o    Handled the following matters in Family Court: 
o  7 allegedly mentally ill cases 
o  25 referrals from the Office of Child Support 

  
➢ Civil Counsel 
➢ Contract Drafting and Review - As the County’s civil counsel, we assist various County 

departments in reviewing and drafting contracts and other agreements. Our involvement 
ranges from reviewing a contract and approving it “as to form,” to negotiating the terms 
and conditions of the contract with the other party. For the month of April, we reviewed 
five contracts for the following departments: 

 
o    Parks and Recreation: two 
o    Health: one 
o    Administration: two 

  
➢ FOIA Coordination - In 1997, the County Board of Commissioners designated the 

Prosecuting Attorney as the FOIA coordinator for Grand Traverse County. As the 
coordinator, we ensure that the various county departments are complying with 
Michigan’s FOIA law including determining whether the requested information should be 
exempt from disclosure. For the month of April, we reviewed five requests, and provided 
advice and consultation to the following departments: 

 
o    Administration: one 
o    Treasurer: one 
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o    Planning: one 
o    Sheriff: one 
o    Facilities: one 

  
➢ Board of Commissioners/Staff Questions - Part of our duties as Civil Counsel involves 

answering questions and/or preparing opinion memoranda for the Board of 
Commissioners and County staff related to a wide variety of issues, ranging from 
compliance with state and federal statutes to advising on exposure to liability. For the 
month of April, we answered questions/prepared memos for the Board of Commissioners 
and various departments including: 

  
o   Veteran Affairs 
o   Administration 
o   Finance 
o   Commission on Aging 

 
➢ Ordinance Drafting - As you know, under MCL 46.11, a county board of commissioners 

has the authority to adopt ordinances related to county affairs. One of our responsibilities 
is to prepare, amend or repeal ordinances when requested by the Board of 
Commissioners. For April, we did not prepare any ordinances. 

 
➢ Litigation - We represent the County in civil actions filed in the Grand Traverse County 

District and Circuit Courts as well as the Federal District Courts. For the month of April, 
we represented the County in the following: 

 
o    In the Matter of Edwin Martel et al, on the permit issued to Grand Traverse County. 
On September 10, 2016, Edwin Martel, William Lane, and Bruce Campbell filed a 
petition with the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ”) challenging DEQ’s 
issuance of a permit to Grand Traverse County permitting the removal of the Boardman 
Dam. Mr. Martel and the other petitioners are claiming that the issuance of the permit 
and the removal of the dam will result in the destruction of the Education Reserve, which 
is a public trust. DEQ is represented by the Attorney General who has filed an 
appearance in this matter. In January, Administrative Law Judge Daniel Pulter granted 
our motion to intervene in the case. On April 25th, Judge Pulter held a pre hearing 
conference by telephone. At this hearing, Mr. Martel accused Judge Pulter of being 
biased against him and the other petitioners. The next day, April 26th, Judge Pulter 
entered an order directing Mr. Martel to file a motion for recusal by May 10th. 
  
o    Camelback IX, LLC v Grand Traverse County Treasurer et al. Plaintiff has filed this 
lawsuit on April 13, 2017 seeking to foreclose a mortgage on a parcel of property located 
in Grant Township and owned by Douglas Prause. Plaintiff obtained this mortgage 
through an assignment from another financial institution. This assignment was recorded 
on February 17, 2017. Prior to the assignment being recorded, the Treasurer obtained a 
judgment of foreclosure for the parcel because the property owner failed to pay property 
taxes. By obtaining the judgment prior to Plaintiff recording the assignment, the County 
Treasurer has valid ownership of the property, which takes priority and extinguishes 
whatever lien Plaintiff has on the real estate. We will defend the Treasurer in this lawsuit, 
and will be filing an answer to Plaintiff’s complaint shortly.  
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➢ Board of Commissioners’ Meetings - We attend every Board meeting, committee meeting 

and any special meetings. For the month of April, Chris Forsyth attended the regular 
board meetings and the study session. 

 
Public Works (7, 8) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Register of Deeds (2, 4) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Sheriff (7) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Treasurer (1) 

➢ No report provided. 
 
Veterans Affairs (7) 

➢ No report provided. 
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ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

May 8th, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

                       
 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 7:00p 

 

ROLL CALL: 

PC Members present: D. Rosa, D. White, T. Forgette (Secretary), S. Feringa (Vice-Chair), K. Wentzloff (Chair), 

M. Timmins, B. Balentine. 

Staff Present: S. Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

Staff Excused: J. Iacoangeli, Planner, J. Jocks, Legal Counsel. 

 

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None. Closed at 7:02p 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
Motion to approve agenda as presented by White; support by Balentine.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

D. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
1. None 

 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR:  

1. RECEIVE AND FILE 
a. Township Board Draft Minutes 04/04/17 

 

2. ACTION: 
a. Adopt Planning Commission Minutes 04/10/17 

 

Motion to adopt consent calendar as presented by Timmins; support by Balentine.  Motion passed 

unanimously 

 

F. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. ____None______________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

 

G. CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. None 

 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
1. None 

 

I. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Temporary Outdoor Sales 

Chair Wentzloff spoke to clarify last month’s vote on a revision to the Temporary Outdoor Sales Ordinance that 

ended in a tie; three members in favor of modifying the current ordinance and  three members against. According 

to legal counsel, a tie vote means a no vote and the motion does not pass.  White asked if it could be voted on 

again with all members present and Winter indicated another public hearing announcement would need to be 

made.  Wentzloff indicated that TNT may bring back as an appeal.  Moving forward, Winter suggested that in a 
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future situation where an even number of commissioners are present that the item could be tabled.  A discussion 

of clarification of the definition of Operator occurred. 

  

2. Medical Marihuana Ordinance 

Chair Wentzloff wants to provide direction for Legal Counsel and the Zoning Administrator to begin the process 

of drafting an ordinance allowing all five of the newly defined uses in the B-4 district as well as allowing one 

provisioning center in the commercial corridor as a similar entity already exists.  Discussions occurred on 

allowing processing and growing in the Agriculture District and commissioners were in agreement that it should 

be considered an allowed use.  Wentzloff was not opposed to limiting the number in the district and Timmins 

suggested 5.  Due to large parcel size, Winter suggested it could be restricted to one license per parcel.  Winter 

indicated he would start the process of drafting an ordinance for review. 

  

3. Short-Term Rentals  

Wentzloff indicated new legislation has been introduced at the state level that basically says it is the right of the 

owner.  Due to an unexpected leave, Winter was unable to put together a draft ordinance for review.  Winter did 

attend a Grand Traverse County Planner’s Lunch and Learn series where a short-term rentals presentation from 

Suttons Bay Township and their experiences was heard.  Highlights include approach it slowly and limit at first, 

make renewal process easy, don’t make permit transferrable with the sale of the property, keep simple and 

straight- forward, and don’t have provisions you can’t enforce.  One highlight is a software as a service website 

that can monitor short-term rentals advertised in the community and perhaps assist entities with limited resources 

in compliance monitoring.  Wentzloff read the proposed new legislation to PC members.  Wentzloff would like to 

see at least a draft ordinance prepared and bring back for review with a goal of September.  

 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Ground Mounted Solar Farms 

Winter presented information to commissioners on ground mounted solar farms.  Cyprus Creek Renewables 

contacted him to see if they were an allowed use in the Township.  The use is not listed in our current ordinance 

and therefore would not be allowed.  This exclusion may be the result of the technology not existing at the time 

the ordinance.  As the zoning ordinance is currently under a re-write he thought it may be beneficial to look more 

closely at this use, its benefits and impacts, to determine if it is appropriate to include. Initial thoughts were to 

look at the Agriculture district and land that is unfarmable for whatever reason.  Discussion occurred and 

commissioners felt like this use should be considered and look at drafting an appropriate ordinance.  

 

K. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS 
Final public comment period opened at 7:55p; none presented.  Closed at 7:55p 

 

1. Zoning Administrator Report – Shawn Winter - Presented report.  Land use permits are up. Met 

with Counsel and Planning consultant to review components of the draft zoning ordinance that 

have been worked on so far.  Productive meeting with lots of feedback but much more work 

needs to be done. Met with Nate Elkins regarding Kelly’s PUD project and they are behind 

schedule.  They did do a site visit with some members of Concerned Citizens of Acme Township 

as well as the Watershed Center and it was well received. 

2. Planning Consultant Report – John Iacoangeli - Nothing to report 

3. Township Board Report – Doug White - Board continues to work on budget items 

4. Parks & Trails Committee Report – Marcie Timmins - Was unable to attend the last meeting.  

Feringa indicated the GT Band Green Committee and the Resort Green Committee having a tour 

the stormwater system at VGT and Acme Creek  on May 12th.  The tour serves as a kickoff by 

the Green Committee’s stream restoration efforts. 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn by Timmins; support by Balentine.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:07p 
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ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

May 19th, 2017 8:30 a.m. 

                        
ROLL CALL: 8:35 

Committee: Excus

ed  

Feringa X Heflin X Heffner  X Jenema 

 X Smith X Timmins Excused Wentzloff   

Advisory: X Heinert X Kushman     

Staff: X Winter       

 

A. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion to Approve Timmins, 2nd. HefliN. Motion carries 
 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 
 

D. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 

E. ACTION:  
1. Approve Parks & Trails Minutes 02/17/2017 - need to clarify that the Nelson family felt 

something needed to be done at the boat launch not removed. Will remove from previous minutes.  
Jim Heffner wanted his intentions from the February meeting Clarified. He submitted a letter (see 

attached) Discussed his meaning on seconding the motion for the closing of the boat launch.  Jim 

had a temporary and long term idea. Move the February minutes to the June meeting. 

 

2. Approve Parks & Trails Minutes 04/21/2017-  Motion to approve. Heffner 2nd. Heflin. Motion 

carries 
 

F. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Bayside Park Design Elements  

Bench and Litter Receptacle Designs and Pricing (attached) 

Adopt-A-Bench Program (Kalamazoo program brochure attached)  

 Klaus- presented 2 main ideas for benches and trash/recycling receptacles. LandScape forms is 

the name of the company the examples are from. The company is out of Kalamazoo. 

 

Option 1) Metal bench with a simple grass pattern on the back with clean lines, this style can be 

powder coated with an anti-rust agent. Estimated life span of this bench before it needs to be re-

powder coated is 15-20 years. Recommended to cover them in winter.  

 

Option 2) Metal framed bench with slatted bottom and back made from either Epay wood or a 

recycled wood. They also have about a 20-30 year lifespan, before maintenance or replacement.  

 

Discussion of the 2 different types followed. Cost is estimated  at about $2000 

 

Winter commented that 5 or 6 people are already calling to sign up to adopt, he wants to make 

sure we are moving forward in a timely matter as they are calling monthly.  

 

Heffner reminded the committee about the adopted a swing for  

 

Klaus will firm up the numbers and get back to Shawn. Jenema asked to have them figures before 

the June Board meeting, Klaus agreed.  
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Jenema clarified that the township wants the adopt a bench program ready to roll out in the fall 

once all the correct grant agreements are signed.  

 

Winter asked about the prices of the benches being looked at in relation to the pricing written into 

the grant. Klaus said they were a little higher. Discussion followed about mixing up bench styles. 

And how to best repurpose the old benches.  

 

Consensus on the benches:  

1)Recycled product or Epay wood, the committee was worried about the heat metal would throw 

off in the summer. 

 

2) The committee liked the light sage/taupe color, for the metal frame of the wood bench, in the 

picture Klaus shared.  

 

3) Committee wants both trash and recycling receptacles.  

 

Klaus will match the design the committee picks for the bench with the other accessory items 

such as; bike racks, light fixtures, drinking fountains and other details. 

              

Winter is still looking at how to set a price point for the adopt a bench program. Discussion 

followed with Kushman and how TART runs their memorial bench program. Committee 

discussion followed to set a price for the adopt a bench program and a guaranteed plaque 

replacement time. Committee agreed to set a guaranteed 10 year minimum on the memorial 

plaque replacement within Acme’s park if something happens to the bench, otherwise the cost is 

for the life of the bench. With a $1000 adoption fee. Kushman let the committee know that 

Traverse City is starting a legacy tree program. 

 

Klaus discussed the phasing plan for Bayside park, all of which is contingent on signed contracts 

with the trust fund. Grading, concentrating on the main grading plan and utility plan for the whole 

park that will drive  any underground work and parking lots they hope to begin this year right 

after labor day.  Sequencing is still unknown as to what will begin first. Klaus’s goal is to have 

everything ready so the township can bid the project in July. Not sure about park access once 

construction starts but Klaus is hoping to provide some space for those who enjoy the park in the 

fall. Once both parking lots are started the park may have to be shut down. Would like to have 

the main oval lawn area and trail around it finished this fall .  

 

Rebuilding the opening to the drive way. Working with MDOT to get permits for parking lot and 

trail areas. Discussed what is happening with the entrance off 31, best option is still being 

investigated.  

 

Inspecting wells, and how water service will be used on site. There are 4 wells currently on site.  

 

South end of  North bayside park will begin next spring.( playground, second beach wall etc.)  

Working with TART to identify bike parking and kiosk placement. Winter wants a kiosk that has 

panels to replace panels when needed and not the whole kiosk. 

 

Bidding is being done soon for so of the smaller dirt work, the funds are coming from township 

funds not the grant. 

 

Committee needs to decide what to do with a shed and arbor that will be in the way of the trail 

system in the park. 

 

Heffner asked about distance between US 31 and the trail.Kushman said that TART looked over 

the plans and recommended that the trail was placed out of the right of way Discussion followed. 

Discussed how they will deal with the new exit out of the park, working with the road commission 
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and tribe to work out the details for where the exit will actually be. Klaus double checked with 

MDOT concerning the other curb cuts further down from the current parking lot, they are in 

agreement that, those curb cuts are open to use in the future.   

 

Klaus hopes to have the bigger bid package put together in the next month to be bid in July.  

 

 

2. Deepwater Trail Segment Update- Kushman discussed bike parking on both ends of the park to 

intercept the cyclist before they are in the park and making the bathroom area wider for bike 

parking. Kushman feels it can be done through the design of the trail and may be minimal signage  

Discussed the segment of the trails going through the resort property. TART is feeling the need to 

talk to the condo association.  Looking for other ways to engage the condo homeowners 

association. Want to form a collaborative partnership so that misinformation isn’t spread and more 

money than necessary spent. Still hoping that the trail to deep water point will be constructed at 

the same time as Bayside park but it may line up to a later phase  to make sure all stakeholders 

have input.Discussed the misinformation on a pamphlet found by park maintenance staff at the 

bunker hill boat launch.  

3. Acme Connector Trail Winter talked with Dan Kelley and his planner, that part of the trail is on 

hold until Kelley can be sure that he can get water to the area he wants to develop. Discussed the 

getting the letter of commitment from the church and Samaritas. Winter is working with Jeff Jocks 

to draft the letters. Jenema discussed the TC to Charlevoix trail resolution that was discussed at 

the May board meeting. The original resolution of support stands. Jenema discussed the laws 

around public right of way and how property owners are not taxed on them.   

 

G. NEW BUSINESS: 
                          Note Gary Lamott, Acme’s part-time parks maintenance employee has given his resignation 

to take effect June 15th.  

1. 2017 Park Monitoring/Inventory Assignments Jenema discussed the importance of the park 

inventory sheets so that we have eyes in the parks.  
Bayside Park North- Jenema 

Saylar Park- Timmins 

TART - Heffner 

Yuba- Heflin 

South and Mid- Bayside park- Smith 

Deepwater Pt.- Wentzloff 

 

H. PUBLIC COMMENT –  
1. Pat Salathiel- 5 mile rd. Acme 

Very happy with everything happening in the parks. Asked about irrigation ( Jenema responded that it would be 

done in the fall, depending on funding). She also asked questions about a pavilion and the park area in front of the 

marina.    

 

2. Gordie Lapointe-  

Was disappointed to hear Lamott was leaving, discussed long term projects and the money it will cost. 

Recommended that the committee come up with a good budgeting system. Asked about the trail through Yuba 

park. Asked about Gilroy park.  

 

ADJOURN: 

                        Motion to adjourn Timmins, 2nd. Heffner. 

                        Motion carries                    
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To: Acme Township Board of Trustees   

From: Shawn Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

CC:  

Date: May 31, 2017 

Re:  Fee Schedule Proposal 
              
  
A review was recently conducted comparing the Acme Township fee schedule with that of Garfield 
and East Bay Townships.  That review has been summarized in a table enclosed with this memo.  It 
was noted that in many cases our fees closely aligned with those in our neighboring jurisdictions.  
However, as you will see there were plenty of instances where we 1) do not charge a fee others do, 
2) we do charge a fee when others do not, 3) we charge a much higher fee than other, and 4) we 
charge a much lower fee than others do for the same services.   
 
Having worked for the Township for nearly two years now I have developed a better understanding 
of the amount of work involved for different services. A lot of my work and the work by outside 
agencies and consultants are paid for through an applicant’s escrow deposit, making it difficult to 
justify some the application fees. Based on this understanding and the aforementioned comparisons 
I am submitting a proposed fee schedule that better represents the work necessary for different 
services/permits, and is more closely aligned with the cost of doing business in our neighboring 
townships.  
 
This proposal is a draft that represents a starting point for discussion. I will be on hand at the June 6, 
2017 Board meeting to answer questions and elaborate on the reasoning that has led to the proposed 
changes.  The intent isn’t necessarily to adopt the proposed fee schedule at this meeting for I 
anticipate additional revisions based on our discussions.  Nonetheless, I think its important to take a 
holistic review of all our fees and make adjustments as deemed necessary. 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
Planning and Zoning 

6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 
Phone: (231) 938-1350   Fax: (231) 938-1510   Web: www.acmetownship.org 

 

http://www.acmetownship.org/


Fee Schedule Comparison

Item East Bay Garfield Acme

Single Family Home $50 $50 $75
Residential Addition/Accessory $30 $50 $75
Duplex $50 $50/unit $50/unit

Multi Family
.001 x $1,000 of development; $50 

minimum/$200 maximum
$50 + $20/unit $50/unit

Manufactured Home - single site $50 $50 $75
Manufactured Home - community $50 + $20/unit n/a

Up to 1,000 sq ft - $50
1,001-5,000 sq ft - $100
5,001-7,500 sq ft - $150

7,501-10,000 sq. ft - $200
10,001 sq ft or more - $250

Park Facility Rental - Resident $20 $0
Park Facility Rental - Non Resident $40 $50

$25 if submitted 30 days prior
$100 is submitted within 30 days 

$25 if submitted 30 days prior
$100 is submitted within 30 days 

20-50 people $50
51-100 people $75

 101-500 people $100
 501-1,000 people $150

 1,001-2,500 people $300
2,501-5,000 people $400

5,001-10,000 people $500
Mobile Food Vending n/a n/a $400.00

1 Division $50 $50 $50
2-4 Divisions $50 (?) $75 $75
5-10 Divisions $50 (?) $100 $125
11 or More Divisions $50 (?) $125 $175
Lot Line Adjustment $50 $50 n/a

Township Board $1,000 $1,200 $1,100
Planning Commission $1,000 $1,500 $1,100
Zoning Board of Appeals $1,000 $1,200 $650

Single-Family Residential/Accessory $50 $250 $475
Two-Family Residential/Accessory $50 $250 $475
Residential Developments $100 $750 $475
Commercial Developments $100 $750 $475

SUP - Residential $150 $800 $1,000
SUP - Commercial $400 $800 $1,000
PUD $800 $800 $1,000
SUP/PUD Administrative Amendment n/a $150 n/a
SUP/PUD Minor Amendment n/a $400 n/a
SUP/PUD Major Amendment n/a $650 $1,000
SUP/PUD Extension Approval $200 $100 n/a
Site Plan Review - Administrative $400 $150 $1,000
Site Plan Review - Planning Commission $400 $250 $1,000
Condominium Subdivision $800 $800 $1,000
Condominium Subdivision-Amendment n/a $650 n/a
Platted Subdivision $800 $800 n/a
Conceptual Review - no notice n/a $100 n/a
Conceptual Review - mail notice n/a $150 n/a
Conceptual Review - full legal notice n/a $300 n/a
Home Occupation $50 n/a n/a
Zoning Map Amendment $500 $750 $1,000
Zoning Text Amendment $500 $1,000 $1,000
Conditional Rezoning n/a $1,000 n/a
Master Plan Amendment n/a $1,000 n/a

Wall Sign $40 $50/sign $40
Free Standing Sign $40 $50 $40
Temporary Sign Not Allowed $40

$50 - District Standard
$100 - Use Standard

$400 - Exceed Standard

Master Plan $20 $50
Recreation Plan $20 n/a
Zoning Ordinance $50 $50

Signage

Paper Copies

PUD Sign

Typically $0 for non-profits$10

$200

Outdoor Gathering/Special Event

$25 if submitted 30 days prior to 
event

$100 if submitted within 30 days of 
event

$50

Non-Profit Temporary Event (food drive, 
clothes drive, etc.)

Land Division Fees

Special Meetings

Zoning Board of Appeals

Application Fees

Temporary Outdoor Sale $40 $75

Land Use Permits

Recreation

Transient/Temporary Activities

.001 x $1,000 of development; $50 
minimum/$200 maximum

Commercial
$2 / 100 sq ft of land use; $150 

minimum



Acme Fee Schedule Proposal

Item Current Fee Proposed Fee Proposed Escrow*

Single Family Home $75 $75
Residential Addition/Accessory $75 $50
Duplex $50/unit $75
Multi Family $50/unit $50 + $20/unit
Manufactured Home - single site $75 $75
Manufactured Home - community n/a $50 + $20/unit

Park Facility Rental - Resident $0 $0
Park Facility Rental - Non Resident $50 $50

1 Division $50 $50
2-4 Divisions $75 $75
5-10 Divisions $125 $100
11 or More Divisions $175 $125
Lot Line Adjustment n/a $50

Residential:Single-Family, Duplex, Accessory $475 $275 $300

Development: Residential/Commercial $475 $475 $500

SUP - Residential $1,000 $500 $1,500
SUP - Commercial $1,000 $800 $3,000
PUD $1,000 $1,000 $5,000
SUP/PUD Administrative Amendment n/a $150 n/a
SUP/PUD Minor Amendment n/a $300 $1,000
SUP/PUD Major Amendment $1,000 $600 $2,000
SUP/PUD Extension Approval n/a $100 n/a
Site Plan Review - Administrative $1,000 $175 $1,500
Site Plan Review - Planning Commission $1,000 $500 $2,500
Condominium Subdivision $1,000 $800 $5,000
Condominium Subdivision-Amendment n/a $600 $2,000
Platted Subdivision n/a $800 $5,000
Conceptual Review - no notice n/a $100 n/a
Conceptual Review - mail notice n/a $200 n/a
Conceptual Review - full legal notice n/a $300 n/a
Zoning Map Amendment $1,000 $500 $1,000
Zoning Text Amendment $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Conditional Rezoning n/a n/a n/a
Master Plan Amendment n/a $1,000 $2,000

Home Occupation n/a $50 n/a
Temporary Outdoor Sale $75 $75 n/a

20-50 people $50 20-50 people $50
51-100 people $75 51-100 people $75

 101-500 people $100  101-500 people $100
 501-1,000 people $150  501-1,000 people $150

 1,001-2,500 people $300  1,001-2,500 people $300
2,501-5,000 people $400 2,501-5,000 people $400

5,001-10,000 people $500 5,001-10,000 people $500
Mobile Food Vending $400.00 $400.00 n/a
Vacation Home n/a n/a
Tourist Home n/a n/a
Medical Marihuana Facility n/a n/a

Wall/Canopy/Awning/Etc. Sign $40 $40/sign
Free Standing Sign $40 $40
Temporary Sign $40

$40 district standard n/a
$100 exceed standard n/a (requies ZBA process)

Township Board $1,100 $1,000 n/a**
Planning Commission $1,100 $1,000 n/a**
Zoning Board of Appeals $650 $650 n/a**

Master Plan $50 $50
Recreation Plan n/a $25
Zoning Ordinance $50 $50

Proposed Per Diem Policy
Planning Commission Chair Members
Regular Meeting $150 $100
Special Meeting $150 $100
Committee Meeting $50 $50

Zoning Board of Appeals (per hearing) Chair Members
Residential Hearing $75 $50
Development Hearing $150 $100

Land Use Permits

Land Divisions

Zoning Board of Appeals

Applications

Signage

n/a

n/a

n/a

Recreation

Non-Profit Temporary Event (food drive, 
clothes drive, etc.)

Special Event/Outdoor Gathering

$0Typically $0 for non-profits

n/a

n/a

*The Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, or Township Board may require escrow deposits greater the the minimum if, in their 
discretion and experience, the project warrants additional amounts
**Escrow deposit will be required if a public hearing is part of the requested special meeting. 

Commercial
$2 / 100 sq ft of land use; $150 

minimum
$2 / 100 sq ft of land use; $150 

minimum

n/a

Permits

Speical Meetings

Paper Copies

$200PUD Sign

n/a
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