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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, October 3, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, D. Nelson, P. Scott, D. White, J. Zollinger. 

Members excused: none 

Staff present: S. Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator, J. Jocks, Legal Counsel, V. Donn, Recording 

Secretary  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Susan Helton, 10513 Kay Ray Rd, stated her concerns with the Residential Fireworks Ordinance. The 

current wording and times are too lenient. The loud war like noises during the late hours creates a 

disturbance and is requesting the times to be changed. 

 

Paul Olson, 4171 Wolverine Dr., as an agent for risk management insurance asked to be considered 

for bids and advice for the township.  Literature was distributed to the board. 

 

Closed to Public Comment at 7:11 pm 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger requested to move Old Business before New Business in the agenda. 

 

Motion by Dye, seconded by Nelson to move Old Business before New Business.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Motion for Approval of rest of Agenda by White, seconded by Jenema, Motion carried 

unanimously. 

  

C.      APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 09/05/17 

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve Board meeting minutes of 09/05/17.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

               

D.         INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

E.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk – Dye: Reported the new voting equipment as arrived. Draft of financials for approval  

          will be ready in November.  

               b.    Parks: No report 

               c.    Legal Counsel – J. Jocks: Working on rewrite of Medical Marihuana, short-term rental  

          ordinances, and 41 DEQ ACO. 

               d.    Sheriff – Brian Potter: out on medical leave 

  e.    County -Carol Crawford: Joint meeting with Parks to review empty properties to utilize for  

         parks.  Discussions will be taking place on court employee and officer compensations.   

               f.     Roads –Jason Gillman: August access road plan rating is 38%-62%.  Suggested to have any  

                      road projects submitted immediately to have on the records.  Projects are being delayed due to  

          lack of contractors.  
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   g.    Farmland Update-Laura Regan: Three applicants have been received for the assessment 

          work.  Reviewing the appraisals. 

               h.    GTMESA September report: No report 

 

F.          SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None   

          

G.          CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

H.             1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.     Treasurer’s Report  

               b     Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance sheet 

               c.     North Flight August report 

               d.    Cardno report-Grand Traverse Town center Inspection report 

               e.    September RecycleSmart Newsletter 

               f.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                      1.    Planning Commission 09/11/17 

                      2.    Zoning Board of Appeals 08/30/17 

                      3.    Parks and Trails 08/18/17 

             2.   APPROVAL: 

1.   Accounts Payable Prepaid of $121,104.05 and Current to be approved of $7,783.48 

                          (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

I. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.  None      

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve Consent Calendar.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

J.        CORRESPONDENCE: Email submitted by Steve and Jean Vandeveer, 6374 Plum Drive  

     on disapproval of the Marijuana Ordinance. 

  

K.        PUBLIC HEARING: None 
 

 L.        OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Police Power Ordinance Medical Marihuana 

 Zollinger opened the meeting for public comment; 

 

Gordie Lapointe, 6375 Plum Drive, expressed his opinion against this ordinance. 

 

 Mike Hedden, 7020 Deepwater Point, supporter and owner of Great Lakes Helping Hands  

 Expressed his support of Medical Marihuana. 

 

Al Ruggirello, 7874 Turnberry Cr. Expressed his concerns with operation of Medical Marihuana 

 

Chuck Walters, Bates Rd., against Medical Marihuana in the township.  

 

Jesse Rose, Grand Cru, LLC, expressed his support of Medial Marihuana 

 

Bonne Smith, 7280 Deepwater Point.  Supports Medical Marihuana. 

 

Gail Trill, 7174 Deepwater Point, expressed her support of Medical Marihuana in the township 

 

Dale Stevens, 6070 Bates Rd., expressed his concerns with operation of Medical Marihuana 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED 
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Zollinger stated there has been updates to the draft ordinance since last presented to the Board in 

August. Acme Township Medical Marihuana Licensing Ordinance Draft, under 10, License Required 

item #3 a License shall be valid for the calendar year in which it is issued, unless revoked for 

violation(s) making it null and void. This mirrors State Law also. Winter reviewed amendments and 

updates to the Draft Police Power Ordinance Medical Marihuana. Discussion followed regarding 

updates to draft, State Laws described in the ordinance along with Federal Law, including what the 

Acme Township responsibilities verses the Sheriff, Jeff Jocks, legal counsel answered question and 

gave explanations.  Shawn Winter also gave input on this to the Board. The Board inquired about 

location of the zoned areas mentioned in the ordinance and how the Township can restrict the number 

of Licenses allowed in these areas. 

 

Motion made by Nelson, to accept the Police Power Acme Township Medical 

Marihuana Ordinance including the revision of the License shall be valid for a calendar 

year, seconded by White.  Roll call motion carried by vote 5 in favor (Aukerman, Dye, 

Jenema, Nelson and White) opposed by two (Scott and Zollinger) 

  

Motion by Nelson to move agenda Item under K. NEW BUSINESS: #6. Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical Marihuana Facilities, to L. OLD BUSINESS: #2  

for discussion following Police Power Medical Marihuana Ordinance. Seconded by 

Aukerman.  Roll call motion carried by vote 6 in favor (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, 

Nelson, Zollinger and White) opposed by one (Scott). 

 

2. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045-Medical Marihuana Facilities: Winter reviewed 

amendments revisions to the #045 Zoning Ordinance Medical Marihuana. 

Board discussed the number of medical marihuana licenses. 

 

Motion made by Zollinger limiting licenses to (1) Provisional License in Commercial 

district, (2) Grower License and (2) Processor License in Agricultural district, and in B-

4 districts allow (3) License for each of the 5 types of license (Provisional, Grower, 

Processor Transporter, & Compliance) and (1) License in Commercial district for 

Provisional. seconded by Nelson.  Roll call motion carried by vote 6 in favor 

(Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Nelson, Zollinger and White) opposed by one (Scott). 

 

Jeff Jocks will rewrite Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 - Medical Marihuana Facilities 

with wording and changes.  Put in 6 A and B page 2, no more than 2 growers may be licensed 

and no more than 2 licenses issued for operating.  B 2 Medical Marihuana processor. By right 

but no more than 3 licenses may be issued for processing. 

 

Motion by Nelson to accept Amendment 045 with changes as stated by Jocks, seconded 

by White.   Roll call motion carried by vote 6 in favor (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Nelson, 

Zollinger and White) opposed by one (Scott) 

 

3. Short Term Rentals Police Power Ordinance 

 Winter reviewed Short-Term Rental Ordinance (5v) Memorandum and list of items that have 

been amended in draft.  

  

 Meeting opened for public comments on Short Term Rental Police Power Ordinance: 

 

Karen Kane, 9851 Kay Ray Rd., opposes Short Term Rentals in the township 

 

 Mike High, 8934 Crockett Road, against Short Term Rentals in the township 

  

 Linda Wikle, 7174 Deepwater Pt., against Short Term Rentals in the township 

 

 Robert Evina, 6075 Arabian Lane, approves of Short Term Rentals in the township 
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 Teresa Woods, Owner of Visit Up North Vacation Rentals. She recommends rental properties 

should have contracts that charge renters fees and policies for breaking rental rules.     

 

 Amanda Beck, 7113 Deepwater Point, opposes Short Term Rentals in the township 

 

 Bonnie Smith, 7280 Deepwater Point, opposes Short Term Rentals in the township 

 

 Ginger Vary, 7113 Deepwater Point. Supports rules and regulations and the five acres 

minimum should remain in the ordinance.  

 

             Public Comment Closed 

 

 Motion by Nelson to table Short Term Rentals to the next board meeting.  Seconded by 

Jenema.  Motioned carried unanimously.    

  

M.       NEW BUSINESS: 

1.   Approve Bid Amount for Acme Sewer Project 

  Clyde Johnson with Gosling Czubak received two bids for the projected. Sterling 

  Excavation for $1,088,130.00 was slightly under estimated price. It is recommended by 

  Johnson for the board’s approval. The tart trail will need to be shut down with reroutes until  

  completion in May. 

 

Motioned by Jenema to approve Sterling Excavation for $1,088,130.00 for the Acme Sewer     

project, seconded by White.  Roll call motioned carried unanimously. 

 

2.   Resolution #R-2017-30 Budget change for 590 DPW Acme sewer fund to support Sewer 

  by pass Project. 

 

Motion by Jenema to approve Resolution #R-2017-30 budget amendment for fund 590 

Sewer from fund balance capital account to reflect money spent for building sewer bypass 

around East Bay Township pump stations 2 & 1, seconded by Nelson. Roll call motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

3.       Board permission for additional marker in Yuba cemetery: Dye received request from 

                Stites family to add an additional flat marker to a family members gravesite in Yuba    

          cemetery.  

 

   Motion made by Scott to allow placement of an additional flat marker on the James J.      

         Comrie gravesite located in Yuba Cemetery Lot #125 Plot #4 in remembrance of son  

         Terry Comrie, seconded by Aukerman.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.    Greek Church Plans Approval-Planning. 

   Winter gave a overview of the Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church plan to construct a 12,385 

   Square-foot church located at 7111 US-31 N.  Reviewed the requirements of the of the SUP.  

                       Discussion followed on amount and type of bond to be be requested by the township prior to 

                       issuing a Special land use permit. 

   

   Motion by Nelson to approve SUP 2017-3 Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church.    

   To include a $65,000 landscaping bond. Seconded by Scott.  Roll call motion carried  

    unanimously. 
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5.   Township Phone System Replacement -Approval of Bidder on RFP-Supervisor 

 

          Zollinger suggested Ascom North’s bid with additional four-hour recording.    

           

                      Motioned by Scott to approve the Ascom bid with the additional recording time, seconded 

                      by White.  Roll call motion carried unanimously.        

  

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 Father Ciprian with the Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church thanked everyone at Acme Township for all the 

 help they gave in the planning process  

 

ADJOURN at 10:20 pm 

 

 

 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, October 3, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

  

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 09/05/17 

D.                

E.        INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

F.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks –  

               c.    Legal Counsel – J. Jocks 

               d.    Sheriff – Brian Potter 

               e.    County -Carol Crawford 

               f.     Roads –Jason Gillman 

   g.    Farmland Update-Laura Regan 

               h.    GTMESA September report 

 

G.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:   

          

H.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

         together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

         discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

             1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.     Treasurer’s Report  

               b     Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance sheet 

               c.     North Flight August report 

               d.    Cardno report-Grand Traverse Town center Inspection report 

               e.    September RecycleSmart Newsletter 

               f.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                      1.    Planning Commission  09/11/17 

                      2.    Zoning Board of Appeals 08/30/17 

                      3.    Parks and Trails 08/18/17 

             2.   APPROVAL: 

1.   Accounts Payable Prepaid of $121,104.05 and Current to be approved of $7,783.48 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

                          (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        

3.        

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  

          

J.      PUBLIC HEARING:  

 

K.  NEW BUSINESS: 

1.   Approve Bid Amount for Acme Sewer Project       

2.   Resolution -Budget change for 590 DPW Acme sewer fund to support Sewer By Pass        

  Project. 

3.   Board permission for additional marker in Yuba cemetery-Clerk  

4.   Greek church Plans Approval-Planning 

5.   Township Phone System Replacement -Approval of Bidder on RFP-Supervisor 

6.   Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical Marihuana Facilities 

  

 L.        OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Police power ordinance Medical Marihuana 

2. Short term Rentals Police Power Ordinance   

  

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, September 5, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema (arrived 7:06 p.m.), D. Nelson, P. Scott, D. White,  

J. Zollinger. 

Members excused: none 

Staff present: V. Donn, Recording Secretary 

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Bruce McLachlan, 4301 Paper Birch Lane, stated his concerns on the proposal to close the boat 

launch at the end of Bunker Hill Road. Zollinger informed there is not a plan to close it.  Currently 

the township does not have the money to make major improvements.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger would like to add under New Business, MI Local Hops.   

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve the agenda with the addition of New Business 

#9 MI Local Hops.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

A.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 08/01/17 and Special Board 08/08/17 

 

Motion by White, seconded by Nelson to approve Board meeting minutes of 08/01/17 and 

Special Board minutes 08/08/17.  Motion carried unanimously. 

               

B.        INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

C.         REPORTS 

a. Clerk – Dye: Reported the audit has been completed by the auditors and year-end financials 

should be finalized by October or November. Acme Township applied for a grant that is giving 

$18,720 for new voting equipment. Acme Township added $5,000 for the additional backup 

needed.  The equipment will be delivered on September 22.  There will not be an election in 

November of this year. 

b. Parks - Zollinger and Jenema: Zollinger informed that it was planned to close Bayside Park for 

construction on the 18th.  The township needed the State’s approval to remove trees and proceed 

ahead with construction bids.  In the search to seek bids, it was determined contractors were not 

available.  The park will remain open until the work can be started.  Jenema informed at the Parks 

and Trails meeting it was suggested to rent out the small building at the southside of the park for 

revenue to offset maintenance costs for the park. Follow up on this option will be discussed at 

another meeting.  

c. Legal Counsel - J. Jocks: Jocks reported he is working with Shawn White on zoning ordinance 

amendments, short-term rentals, signs, special events, medical marihuana ordinances, 41 DEQ 

ACO document, drafts and memos. 

d. Sheriff - Brian Potter:  Zollinger informed Potter is still out on medical leave. 

e. County - Carol Crawford with Grand Traverse County Commissioners: The new GT 

County Administrator has started.  The Veterans Affair Board is looking for a new Director for 

Veteran Affairs.  They are working on a new budget. 
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  f.     Roads –Jason Gillman:  no report 

g.    Farmland Update-Laura Regan:  Zollinger reported in the absence of Laura, bids were sent 

       for assessment work, only two responses have been received.  An update will be given later.                

               h.    GTMESA September report given by Steve Apostal with GT Metro.  Reported a grant 

                      was award by the Tribe for $17,000 to obtain new equipment for GT Metro, some of the 

                      funds may be distributed to Station 8.  Gave report of incidents that had occurred in the 

         township.  Went over programs that included assistance with smoke alarms, car seat  

         inspections, training on fire evacuation and extinguisher use.  

 

  F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 

            

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

         together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

         discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

             1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.    Treasurer’s Report  

               b    Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance sheet 

               c.    North Flight July report 

               d.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                      1.    Planning Commission 08/14/17 

             2.   APPROVAL: 

1.   Accounts Payable Prepaid of $17,880.78 and Current to be approved of $112,608.62 

                          (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 Gordie LaPointe, 6375 Plum Dr., asked for the Treasurer’s Report to be removed. 

 

Motion by White, seconded by Dye to approve Consent Calendar minus Treasurer’s Report. 

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

Gordie LaPointe commented the old treasurer’s report has been removed from the packet. Jenema 

informed an amendment sheet with current changes was now available. 

  

Motion to approve Treasurers Report as presented in Consent Calendar by White, seconded by 

Nelson.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  None 

          

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: Acme Township Emergency Services Special Assessment Levy for 2017  

Presented by Chief Pat Parker from GT Metro.  Zollinger informed there is a new statement with 

updates in the Establishing Emergency Services report with 2.35 mills for Metro’s 2018 budget year.  

Date correction should be by May 15, 2018 money given to Metro and in the Whereas paragraph 

should be 2018 instead of 2016.     

 

Motion for Resolution 27 to support GT Metro 2017 emergency services, by Jenema to approve 

date corrections and reduce police to .075 mills, 2.35 mills fire protection and .325 for 

ambulance, making a 2.75 taxable mill.  Metro’s 2.35 funding to be passed. Seconded by 

Aukerman.  Motion carried by a vote 6 (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Nelson, White, Zollinger) in 

favor and 1 opposing (Scott). 

 

Close of Public Hearing at 7:56 p.m. 

 

K. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Resolution 28 - To transfer money to 402 Parks fund for Township portion of matching 

funds  
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Motion by Dye, seconded by Nelson to approve transfer funds from 101 Fund balance to 

the 402 Bayside Park, Capital fund, as part of matching funds for Bayside Park Phase 

II improvements.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

2. Resolution 29 - Bayside Parks fund 402 Capital improvements 

A loan in the amount of $185,000 from the Septage Plant Bond to the Bayside Park Fund.  

Leaving $846 in the Septage Plant Bond.  The loan will be paid back once the funds from the 

state reimbursements are received sometime in 2018. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 29 Bayside Parks fund 402 Capital loan from Septage 

Bond of $185,000 to be paid back once DNR Grant reimbursements are received by 

Scott, seconded by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

3. Resolution 30 Board of review Poverty Guidelines: Zollinger informed these guidelines are 

needed to protect the township if there is a state law review.  

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Scott.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

 

4. Resolution 31 DPW Budget Amendment to Acme Sewer- Zollinger informed this is a 

budget change at the county level approving the DPW budget.  

 

Motion to approve Resolution 31 the DPW Budget amendment by Dye, seconded by 

Jenema.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call. 

 

 5. Resolution 32 DPW Technical standards for Sewer/Water.   

   

Motion by Jenama to approve resolution 2 DPW Technical Standard Specification and 

construction details for the design and construction of water and sewer lines for the 

township of Acme, seconded by White.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 6. Resolution 33 on Public inspection of records policy 

   

Motion by Nelson to approve Resolution 33 for Public Inspection of Records Policy, 

seconded by Jenema.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 7. Status Police Power Ordinance Medical Marihuana 

There was a brief overview and explanation of licenses. Input and suggestions will be 

discussed at the next meeting after the board has time to review the paperwork. 

 

 8. Project Bills processed as Pre-paid/-request board Approval-Supervisor  

Zollinger has requested approval to pay bills as they are received so not to hold up any 

projects from being completed. 

 

Motion by Scott, seconded by White to approve bill payments of Bayside Park Project 

and Sewer By-pass Project bills that are with in budgeted amounts to be pre-paid.  All 

in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

    

9.  MI Local Hops liquor license application for a microbrewery at the former  

Highpointe Golf Course club house. 

Board’s approval needed to show Acme township is not opposed to their application.  

 

Motion by Nelson to approve the application so MI Local Hops can apply for the 

necessary liquor license, seconded by Jenema.  All in favor, motion carried 

unanimously. 
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 L.        OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Short Term Rentals Police Power ordinance  

 Suggestions were discussed on how to enforce fees to cover township expenses that may 

occur.  Discussion followed regarding the Short Term Rental Ordinance, specifically on the 

types of short term rentals allowed such as Tourist Home and Vacation Home. Discussion 

also included responsibilities of the rental owner such as types of permits and licenses that 

would be required as laid out in the ordinance.  It was agreed that the suggestions, 

recommendations and concerns of Board Members discussed tonight  that Zollinger, Jocks 

and Winter would get together  go over and bring  this back for next meeting.    

2. Status Part 41 /DEQ ACO – Zollinger informed regarding sewer at VGT violation is under 

negotiation with DEQ it is under contract and not yet finalized.  Fine is estimated around 

$2,000 and will be paid out of VGT Escrow.  Zollinger asked for approval to make payment 

if it is sent before the next Board meeting.    

 

Motion for approval to send payment for VGT sewer violation if received before the 

next Board meeting by Aukerman, seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried unanimously 

by roll call.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: None 

 

ADJOURN AT 10:19 p.m. 

 

 

































































































 Trip List - Dispatch (Short) 
 Company IS NORTH FLIGHT INC; AND Trip Date IS BETWEEN 08/01/2017 AND 08/31/2017; AND Response Zone IS ACME TWSP-28; AND No Group; AND No Group; AND No 

 
Run #  or 

Trip # TripDate Veh/Unit Time Call Type Customer Name PickUp Location DropOff Location 
 

* Shaded records indicate that trip has been cancelled RescueNet™ Reporting 
 
\\MVNFEPCRDB\RESCUENET\REPORTS32\GENERAL\TRIP RELATED\LISTS\DSTSHORT.RPT 
Printed on 9/14/2017,  2:27:12PM  Page 1 
 

NORTH FLIGHT INC 
 
Dispatched  
 
   
 11890 8/2/2017 NF 8: NF 8 07:56:01 Prehospital CANCEL, PREHOSPITAL 6000 HOLT RD  

   
 12018 8/3/2017 NF 8: NF 8 16:21:51 Prehospital  ACME TERRACE AFC  

   
 12040 8/4/2017 NF 8: NF 8 07:33:04 Prehospital CANCEL, PREHOSPITAL SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 1124 

   
 12062 8/4/2017 NF 8: NF 8 12:12:09 Prehospital  PEACEFUL VLY & CLEARWATER DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12201 8/6/2017 NF 8: NF 8 14:48:01 Prehospital  6070 ARABIAN LN  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12285 8/7/2017 NF 8: NF 8 13:46:41 Community Benefit <Unknown>US-31 N & 4 MILE RD between 4 and 5 mile rd 

   
 12290 8/7/2017 NF 8: NF 8 15:22:40 Prehospital  MEIJER ACME  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12350 8/8/2017 NF 8: NF 8 17:29:43 Prehospital  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT Spa Entrance MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12365 8/9/2017 NF 3: NF 3 02:50:12 Prehospital  4549 BROOKVIEW DRIVE  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12413 8/9/2017 NF 17: NF  23:20:36 Prehospital <Unknown> SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 1118 

 17 
   
 12443 8/10/2017 NF 15: NF  10:04:56 Prehospital  4820 5 MILE RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

 15 
   
 12496 8/11/2017 NF 3: NF 3 01:08:53 Prehospital  4416 W TIMBERWOOD DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12499 8/11/2017 NF 3: NF 3 05:34:00 Prehospital  WATERS EDGE ASSISTED LIVING APT  307 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 12526 8/11/2017 NF 10: NF  12:46:27 Prehospital  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

 10 
   
 12531 8/11/2017 NF 10: NF  14:12:03 Prehospital  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT SPA MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

 10 
   
 12607 8/13/2017 NF 8: NF 8 08:01:27 Prehospital CANCEL, PREHOSPITAL WATERS EDGE ASSISTED LIVING  

   
 12764 8/16/2017 NF 11: NF  00:52:56 Prehospital  5555 M 72 E SITE 44 

 11 
   
 12839 8/16/2017 NF 8: NF 8 18:34:28 Community Benefit FIRE, STANDBY4343 EAGLECREST DR  

   
 12844 8/16/2017 NF 8: NF 8 19:13:40 Prehospital  4343 EAGLECREST DR  

   



 Trip List - Dispatch (Short) 
 Company IS NORTH FLIGHT INC; AND Trip Date IS BETWEEN 08/01/2017 AND 08/31/2017; AND Response Zone IS ACME TWSP-28; AND No Group; AND No Group; AND No 

 
Run #  or 

Trip # TripDate Veh/Unit Time Call Type Customer Name PickUp Location DropOff Location 
 

* Shaded records indicate that trip has been cancelled RescueNet™ Reporting 
 
\\MVNFEPCRDB\RESCUENET\REPORTS32\GENERAL\TRIP RELATED\LISTS\DSTSHORT.RPT 
Printed on 9/14/2017,  2:27:12PM  Page 1 
 

 12945 8/18/2017 NF 8: NF 8 08:04:03 Prehospital  2895 HOLIDAY PINES RD  2895 HOLIDAY PINES RD  

   
 12981 8/18/2017 NF 8: NF 8 20:05:03 Prehospital  5200 US HIGHWAY 31 N  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13042 8/19/2017 NF 8: NF 8 19:19:04 Prehospital  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT JACKS MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13109 8/21/2017 NF 8: NF 8 10:15:11 Prehospital  4784 BARTLETT RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13268 8/23/2017 NF 8: NF 8 12:22:52 Prehospital  SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 1118 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13269 8/23/2017 NF 5: NF 5 13:00:55 Prehospital <Unknown> SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 1109 

   
 13277 8/23/2017 NF 8: NF 8 15:32:21 Prehospital  US HIGHWAY 31 N & BUNKER HILL RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13279 8/23/2017 NF 5: NF 5 15:32:21 Prehospital <Unknown> US HIGHWAY 31 N & BUNKER HILL RD  

   
 13411 8/25/2017 NF 8: NF 8 17:19:14 Community Benefit CANCEL, PREHOSPITALSAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME  

   
 13434 8/26/2017 NF 11: NF  05:53:53 Prehospital  4658 BARTLETT RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

 11 
   
 13458 8/26/2017 NF 8: NF 8 15:58:24 Prehospital  3545 SHORES BEACH LN DEAD END MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13495 8/27/2017 NF 8: NF 8 14:00:41 Prehospital  SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 118 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13540 8/28/2017 NF 8: NF 8 16:20:10 Prehospital  SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 1118 SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME  

   
 13583 8/29/2017 NF 8: NF 8 14:32:55 Prehospital  6250 BUNKER HILL RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

 

NORTH FLIGHT INC (cont.) 
 
Dispatched  (cont.) 
 
   
 13647 8/30/2017 NF 8: NF 8 21:10:58 Prehospital  6000 HOLT RD UNIT 2  6000 HOLT RD UNIT 2  

   
 13657 8/31/2017 NF 8: NF 8 08:01:02 Prehospital  4899 DAVID DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 13677 8/31/2017 NF 8: NF 8 14:16:37 Prehospital  SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME 118 SAMARITAS SR CARE - ACME  

   
 13720 8/31/2017 NF 8: NF 8 21:07:18 Community Benefit CANCEL, PREHOSPITALMI-72 & HILLTOP WAY  

   
 13721 8/31/2017 NF 8: NF 8 21:31:39 Community Benefit FIRE, STANDBY3139 BUTTERMILK LOOP  
 

Total Calls Dispatched: 38 Total Transports: 24 
 
 
Total Calls for NORTH FLIGHT INC: 38 Total Transports: 24 



 Trip List - Dispatch (Short) 
 Company IS NORTH FLIGHT INC; AND Trip Date IS BETWEEN 08/01/2017 AND 08/31/2017; AND Response Zone IS ACME TWSP-28; AND No Group; AND No Group; AND No 

 
Run #  or 

Trip # TripDate Veh/Unit Time Call Type Customer Name PickUp Location DropOff Location 
 

* Shaded records indicate that trip has been cancelled RescueNet™ Reporting 
 
\\MVNFEPCRDB\RESCUENET\REPORTS32\GENERAL\TRIP RELATED\LISTS\DSTSHORT.RPT 
Printed on 9/14/2017,  2:27:12PM  Page 1 
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CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL:  Members present: B. Balentine (Secretary), D. White, K. Wentzloff (Chair), D. Rosa,  

M. Timmins, D. VanHouten S. Feringa (Vice Chair)  

Members excused: none 

Staff present: S. Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator, J. Jocks, Legal Counsel, V. Donn, Recording Secretary 

 

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Opened at 7:00  

Jim Heffner, 4050 Bayberry Lane, commented on the report by Cardno Consulting on the latest evaluation 

of the storm water system.  The report stated the system has exceeding expectations and they no longer feel 

it is required to do evaluations.   Heffner praised Acme Township, the Tribe and VGT Developers and feels 

this good news should be spread to the surrounding communities.  

 

Closed for Public Comment at 7:02  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Timmins motioned to approve the agenda. Supported by Balentine.  Motion carried unanimously to approve 

the agenda as presented. 

 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

Wentzloff recused herself from item H -2 Public Hearing on Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical 

Marihuana Facilities and J-2 Old Business Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical Marihuana 

Facilities, due to a conflict with a client. 

 

D. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

1. None 

 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR:  

1. RECEIVE AND FILE 

a. Township Board Special Meeting Draft Minutes 08/08/17 

b. Zoning Board of Appeals Draft Minutes 08/30/17 

c. Grand Traverse Town Center Development Constructed Wetland Inspection Report 

 

2. ACTION: 

a. Adopt Planning Commission Minutes 08/14/17 

 

Feringa requested the Adopt Planning Commission Minutes 08/14/17 be removed from the Consent 

Calendar.  

 

Timmins motioned to approve the Consent Calendar with the removal of Adopt Planning Commission 

Minutes 08/14/17, supported by Feringa.  Motion carried unanimously 

 

F. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

1.  Adopt Planning Commission Minutes 08/14/17 

 

Corrections of misspelling of Timmins in B and E-2 and Balentine in E-2. 

Timmins motioned to approve the minutes with corrections as stated, support by White for approval of the 

Planning Commission Minutes 08/14/17.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

September 11th, 2017 7:00 p.m. 
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G. CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. Haggards Plumbing and Heating re SUP 2017-03 – see attached correspondence. 

2. Northern Michigan Housing Summit 2017 announcement – see attached correspondence. If interest 

in attending, let Winter know and he will get you registered. 

3. Capital Improvements Programs (CIP) Workshop announcement – see attached correspondence. If 

interest in attending, let Winter know and he will get you registered. 

 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
1. SUP 2017-03 - Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church – Opened at 7:11, closed at 7:11- none 

2. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical Marihuana Facilities –Opened at 7:14,  

closed at 7:14 - none 

 

I. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. None 

 

J. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. SUP 2017-03 - Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church 

Ben Loznak representative of Cornwell Architects provided an update presentation on the proposed 

project and non-use variances.  They have worked through items that were outstanding from the 

last meeting.  Obtained variances from the zoning board of appeals regarding parking, landscaping 

requirements, lighting, septic system, and the Fire Marshal. All reviews have taken place and are 

included in the packet.   

 

Winter suggested to add irrigation to the landscaping plan as #5 in the approval of Special Use 

Permit application for township board. 

 

Suggested Motion for Consideration Motion to recommend approval of Special Use Permit 

application 2017-03 to the Township Board for the construction of a 12,385 square foot church 

building submitted by the Applicant Mark Humitz on behalf of the Archangel Gabriel Orthodox 

Church to be located at 7111 US-31 N, Williamsburg, MI 49690, subject to the following 

conditions:  

 

1. The Acer x freemanii “Autumn Blaze Maples” indicated in the landscape plan be replaced by a 

species listed on the Invasive Species Networks’ “Recommended Planting Guidelines for 

Municipalities”.  

 

2. Irrigation be incorporated into the landscape plan to maintain the health of the grass, shrubs and 

trees. 

 

3. The landscape and irrigation improvements are to be completed within one month of occupancy. 

The planting season shall be April 1 through November 1, provided no evergreen trees shall be 

planted later than September 15. If occupancy occurs in October through April, the applicant shall 

have until the next May 1st to complete the required improvements.  

 

4. That the Township Board consider establishing a bond, letter of credit, or cash surety in the 

amount they determine necessary to ensure the completion of the project. 

 

5. Township Board needs to establish a Bond for the amount needed for the landscaping work to 

include the cost of irrigation.   

 

Motion by Timmins to recommend approval of Special Use application 2017-03, second by 

Balentine.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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2. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical Marihuana Facilities  

Winter reported the Township Board is working on the police ordinance draft supplied by J. Jocks.  

 

Winter reviewed revisions of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045.  

 

Add “Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center” as a use allowed by right in the Corridor 

Commercial (C) District under §6.6.4, limited to no more than one (1) licensed Provisioning Center.  

 

Add “Medical Marihuana Grower” and “Medical Marihuana Processor” as uses allowed by right 

in the A- 1 Agricultural District under §6.12.2, limited to no more than five (5) licensed Growers 

and five (5) licensed Processors.  

 

Add the following under Article VII Supplementary Regulations: 

§7.11 MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES §7.11.1 Statement of Intent: The purpose of a 

Medical Marihuana Facility is to allow for the uses set out in the Medical Marihuana Facilities 

Licensing Act. Acme Township desires to allow all legal businesses to operate in the Township, 

but recognizes the need to zone for all uses to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general 

public.  

 

For purposes of this section the term “park” means any land or facility of any size or shape, 

including but not limited to road ends, and submerged lands, that are open to the public and used 

for recreation or held for future recreational use. For purposes of this section the term “park” shall 

not mean linear ways or multiuse paths.  

 

Motion by Timmins to send the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 Medical Marihuana 

Facilities to the Grand Traverse County Planning Commission for review and recommend 

adoption to the Township Board. Second by Rosa.  Motion carried by a vote 6 (Feringa, Balentine, 

VanHouten, Timmins, Rosa and White) in favor, Wentzloff recused.  

 

3. Short-Term Rentals – Keeping as old business while Board of Trustees is reviewing.   

 

K. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS  

No Public Comments, closed at 7:38 

 

1. Zoning Administrator Report – Shawn Winter:  Applied for a grant offered by Impact 100 TC 

where the funds are donated by women in the region for environmental use.  Acme Township has 

applied for the grant to use for the park.  If considered the township will be required to give a short 

presentation.  Applicants are then narrowed down to two recipients.    

2. Planning Consultant Report – John Iacoangeli - none 

3. Township Board Report – Doug White - none 

4. Parks & Trails Committee Report – Marcie Timmins – will be having a meeting Friday,  

September 15. 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn by Timmins, supported by Balentine.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50.              
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CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (7:00) 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Members present: Hoxsie, LaSusa, Maitland (vice chair), Kuncaitis (Chair), Balentine 

Members excused: n/a 

Staff present: Winter 

 

A. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: no objections 

 

B. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: none 

 

C. CORRESPONDENCE: none. Jim Maitland serves on the LochenHeath HOA Board and will speak as a 

representative of the HOA during the public hearing.  

 

D. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
1. ZBA 2017-03: Non-Use Variance Requests, Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church, 7111 US-31 N 

a. Request Mark Humitz, President of Cornwell Architects 

 Kuncaitis read the public notice into the record. 

 Ben Loznak, representative of Cornwell Architects, provided an overview of the proposed project and 

non-use variance requests they are pursuing.  

o Specifically, the applicant is requesting a non-use variance to allow the parking in the front and to 

deviate from the required placement of trees prescribed in the landscape section of the Zoning 

Ordinance. Loznak reviewed the hardships they presented in their application detailing the 

reasons for their request, including the natural drainage of the property due to topography and 

viewshed preservation. The Applicant is requesting to use the same number of required trees in 

the landscape and ROW buffers but to allow for clustering in groups of 4 at a distance of 80 feet 

between clusters, as opposed to the maximum spacing of 35 feet required by the Zoning 

Ordinance. 

 Father Ciprian spoke on the Church’s goal of being good stewards of the land and wanting to protect the 

viewshed and value it provides to the community. 

 Kuncaitis asked for clarification of the building heights at different points along the façade and the overall 

design. Further discussion occurred regarding the existing berm and proposed berm.   

 Maitland questioned the need for a berm if the protecting the viewshed is the goal. Kuncaitis explained 

the effect of blocking headlights from the parking lot from projecting onto the highway. 

 Loznak reinforced the landscape requirements, particularly a fence and 6 foot trees placed 20 feet apart, 

will be met along the northwest property line adjacent to the LochenHeath residential lots as required. 

 LaSusa asked about the type of trees. Winter indicated the Ordinance allows either evergreen or canopy 

and the species details will be forthcoming.  

 Discussion occurred about the treed islands and tree types, as well as grade elevation of the parking lot, 

drainage plan, and design/purpose of the berm along the ROW.  

 Maitland expressed a desire to give more authority to Winter regarding the flexible spacing of the trees as 

the project develops. Would like to see trees closer together along the ROW, more open along the south 

and west property line. Loznak is willing to reduce the number of trees along the south and west if 

allowed.  

 LaSusa asked Winter if he has any recommended language for approval that maximizes the protection of 

the viewshed. Winter Recommended looking at the conditions of the adjacent LochenHeath development 

included in the packet.  

ACME TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

August 30th, 2017 7:00 p.m. 
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 LaSusa suggests conditioning the installation of the fence on the request of the neighboring HOA at a 

later date when development occurs.  

 Kuncaitis opened the hearing up to public comment 

 Arlene Staich – 319 Green Acres Lane, Elk Rapids, MI. Questioned the need for the proposed fence along 

the LochenHeath lots. Suggests leaving the installation of fence up to the Church and the neighbors in the 

future so they can decided together on the appropriate design/style. Supports trees, but feels in some cases 

you can have too many trees. 

 Jim Maitland – LochenHeath HOA Board. The HOA feels the Church have been good neighbors. The 

HOA has no issues with the plans. Does not see a problem delaying the installation of the fence line until 

a later date with the Church and HOA deciding on the timing and design. 

 Loznak appreciates the conversations that have occurred, but does feel the amount of trees required will 

drastically affect the existing viewshed. 

 Balentine is in favor of not requiring the trees.  

 Discussed the need for proposed trees adjacent to the existing community garden.   

 Hoxsie feels the trees, especially along the south and west line will drastically disrupt the viewshed. 

 Discussed the parking lot placement.  Noted the use will not fill the parking lot on a regular basis. 

Discussed the affect a rear parking lot will have on the adjacent residential lots. 

 Kuncaitis closed the public comment portion. 

 Conversation occurred around the structure of a motion and the associated conditions. 

 Eliminate trees requirements along the ROW 

 Eliminate trees along the south and west property lines indicated on the plan as “Protected Viewshed” 

 Delay the installation of the 6’ high opaque fence along the northwest property line until requested by a 

resolution of the LochenHeath HOA 

 Berm height along the ROW of 3 feet above highest parking lot grade south of the driveway, truncated on 

the north end to accommodate the sign as indicated in Exhibit C   

 Use of shrubs to create a hedge row 3’ high along the northwest property adjacent to the LochenHeath 

residential lots. 

 

Motion by LaSusa to accept the findings of fact by the Zoning Administrator and grant the non-use variance 

request to allow the following as submitted by the Applicant and indicated on the landscape plan identified as 

Exhibit C with the following changes:  

1. The parking shall be located in the front of the yard.  

2. Eliminate the required trees along the south and west in the “Protected Viewshed” and the northwest property 

line adjacent to the LochenHeath lots 

3. Substitute the trees adjacent to the LochenHeath lots with low shrubbery  

4. Allow the screening of the refuse receptacle with evergreen trees 

5. The reduction of the berm’s northern extent south of the driveway as indicated in Exhibit C.  

6. Eliminate the required berm north of the driveway 

7. Install additional the treed islands as indicated in Exhibit C 

8. A 6’ high opaque gate to be placed in front of the refuse receptacle 

9. Delay the installation of the opaque fence along the residential lots until initiated by resolution of the 

LochenHeath HOA 

10. Eliminate the required trees along the US-31 ROW 

 

Second by Hoxsie. Motion passes unanimously.   

 

E. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 
1. Approve Zoning Board of Appeals draft minutes from 06/08/17 

 Motion by LaSusa, Second by Hoxsie. Motion passes unanimously. 

2. Election of Officers 

 Kuncaitis opened up the election of officers 

 Maitland nominates Kuncaitis as Chair. Second by LaSusa.  Kuncaitis elected unanimously. 

 Balentine nominates LaSusa for Vice Chair. Second by Maitland.  LaSusa elected unanimously. 
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           Motion by Maitland to adjourn. Second by Balentine. Motion passes unanimously. Adjourn at 8:24.                                  
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ROLL CALL: 8:34 

Committee: Ex Feringa X Heflin X Heffner  X Jenema 

 X Smith ex Timmins Ex Wentzloff   

Advisory: Ex Heinert X Kushman     

Staff: X Winter       
 

A. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
Nels Veliquette – CFO at Cherries R Us, board member for Shoreline Fruit. 

Spoke on the importance of compliance with the Food Safety and Modernization Act at Shoreline Fruit in 

relationship to the proposed Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail.  Provided an outline of what the facility has to deal 

with in terms maintaining compliance, trail or no trail. Wanted to make the Committee aware of the regulations 

they have to follow and to have the Committee keep these in mind as the discussions on the trail evolve. Not as 

worried about trespass issues, or right to farm issues. Primary concern is compliance with mandated government 

regulations. Feels trails are extremely important and would like to be part of the conversation moving forward. 

Discussion about the overall approach and planning of the trail followed. Strongly recommended one-on-one 

engagement with the property owners along the conceptual trail alignment. Would be available to discuss the 

project with any of the committee members, and set up connections with property owners.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Winter requested postponing the election of officers until the next meeting. 

Heffner requested adding discussion of a non-smoking policy under new business. 

Motion by Heflin to approve the agenda with the election of officers moved to next month and the 

discussion on non-smoking policy added under new business, support by Heffner. Agenda approved 

unanimously. 
 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: none 

 

D. CORRESPONDENCE: none 
 

E. ACTION:  

1. Approve Parks & Trails Minutes 06/16/2017 

Motion by Heflin to approve the minutes, Support by Smith. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

F. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Bayside Park Update (Winter and Jenema) 

- Winter said they’d be meeting with Klaus later in the day to go over the layout. Need to 

discuss the sunshades that were included in the grant. Need to determine the sequencing 

based on contractor availability and decide what can still be done this fall.  

- Jenema stated that Klaus will provide some options for the sunshades and play structures. 

Winter and Jenema discussed putting the play structures out to the public for input on the a 

few different options. Klaus’ designs will be brought back to the committee. 

- Heflin noted the uptick in park use already this summer. 

- Heflin also announced that Paul Brink and Kathleen Guy are working with the GTRLC to 

host a happy hour at Bayview on September 21, 2017 from 5:30 – 7:00 pm to discuss the 

park plans and fundraising. Committee members will be invited to attend. 

- Heffner questioned how the fundraising works, Heflin explained the process. 

- Heffner commended the owner of Woodland Creek for the playground they installed along 

the trail behind the business and his willingness to help with the trail maintenance 

 

2. Adopt-A-Bench Program (Winter) 

ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

August 18th, 2017 8:30 a.m. 
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- Winter updated the committee that the Board approved the adopt-a-bench program with the 

details in the flier enclosed in the packet. 

- Klaus will be submitting a map of where each of the two types of benches will be located so 

the adoptions can begin. 

- Heflin asked about public feedback about the bench. Jenema spoke on the different 

responses we’ve received. Mostly positive. 

- Heffner brought up Linda Weeks desire for a swing. Jenema stated that the swing is not 

planned in this design, looking at other locations throughout the park system that may be 

appropriate. 

- Winter will follow up with Linda and update her on the plan. 

 

3. Trail Updates (Kushman) 

- Kushman, Clark and Wentzloff met with the Shores HOA Board in July. The board seemed 

to come around to the idea of the trail, but thought it might be a hard sell to the whole HOA 

membership. Fear eminent domain and trail users migrating off the trail and trespassing. 

The next step will be to have them come and present to the whole membership in the fall.  

- Heffner asked about the ownership of the roads, the Tribe or the HOA. Winter stated some 

of the information Clark had shared with him, but the clear ownership is still to be 

determined.  

- Also met with an elder of Christ the King Church about a trail going on or near their 

property. His personal opinion is that it could potentially be a good thing, but certain areas 

on the south side of their property is a no-go, but there may be opportunities on the north 

side.  

- Still speaking with Father Ciprian of the Archangel Gabriel Greek Orthodox Church and 

LochenHeath for future alignment options.  

- Clark reached out to Bay Villa HOA president with information on the park and trails to 

share with their members. 

- DTE will begin work between Five Mile and Bunker Hill after Labor Day and will last 4-6 

weeks 

- Heffner asked about the potential realignment over the railroad tracks in this area. Last 

year’s restriping seems to be effective in limiting instances. Kushman discussed some 

changes that have been explored, of which the effectiveness is still being evaluated. 

- Heffner asked about a patch that needed filled with asphalt. Kushman said the Road 

Commission will attend to it, along with others, the next time their crew is in the area. 

- At a recent Elk Rapids Township meeting 15 people spoke is support of the Traverse City 

to Charlevoix Trail, along with approximately 40 letters. Five people spoke in opposition.  

- Heffner asked about the trail behind the Holiday Inn. Winter had a recent meeting with 

Lanny Johnson about an easement through his property. Mr. Johnson is not interested at this 

time because he doesn’t want to impede a potential sale or development of the property. 

Kushman is working with the Holiday Inn owners to get a contact at Wells Fargo to discuss 

a potential trail easement.  

- Still waiting on Township Counsel to review the trail easement agreement, and Dan Kelly is 

still waiting on the availability of water from the Tribe to move forward with his project. 

Jenema discussed some of the options the Board is exploring related to a water system. 

 

 

G. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Election of Officers (moved to next month’s meeting) 

2. Repurposing Vacant Building In Bayside Park 

- Winter explained how some members of the Board are having legitimate concerns about the 

increased maintenance costs associated with the park improvements, and where those funds 

will come from.  

- Winter proposed the idea of utilizing the existing building on the south side of Bayside Park 

for a kayak/SUP rental location. The use of the building would be leased to a party who 

would operate the business. Those rent acquired would then go towards the park 

maintenance fund for Bayside. Winter’s proposed approach is to not make a huge 
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investment on the Township’s part up front, but to make incremental improvements as the 

use of rentals increases.  

- Heflin expressed support for the idea, thought it would be successful with all the park foot 

traffic 

- Smith supported the idea. Although he has access to kayaks, would much rather rent them at 

the park with people rather than loading them up and hauling them to the water.  

- Heffner pointed out that is the natural area of the beach that will need to be addressed. 

Smith made a few suggestions. 

- Winter mentioned Clark was going to research with the County to find out what the River 

Outfitters pays to operate out of Medalie Park, which may be a better comparison. 

- Smith asked about the number of kayaks and method of storage. Winter has the impression 

that at Clinch Park the kayaks are stored on the beach and secured with a cable. Smith 

cautioned it could become unsightly if not considered. 

- Heflin asked about liability. Jenema believes we are covered under our current policy. The 

business would need their own policy as well. 

- Winter wanted to know if this is something we want to pursue and pitch to the Board. 

Jenema will bring it up at the next meeting to get their feedback on the concept and see if 

the committee should invest more time exploring the idea.   

- Heffner asked about the inside condition of the existing building. Winter is not familiar with 

the interior, but is among the details we’d need to evaluate. Could consider concession sales 

as well. 

- Heflin suggested syncing Sayler Park into the lease agreement for a kayak rental trip 

destination. 

3. Non-smoking Policy 

- Jenema recapped her meeting with Heffner at Bayside regarding his concerns with the 

maintenance, and her follow up discussions with Zollinger mainly about beach grooming. 

Jenema would also like to get an old wooden fruit crate so people can toss rocks into it to be 

discarded. The crate would site off to the side as to not be intrusive. 

- Jenema shared that the Township does have a non-smoking ordinance, but it only relates to 

the township hall, bathrooms, kitchen, and parking lot, but does not include the parks. 

- The current list of rules at the park is excessive and may be outdated.  

- Winter mentioned two ways to address this: amend the existing non-smoking ordinance, or 

create a new ordinance that establishes rules for all the parks 

- Jenema supported the new ordinance idea. 

- Heffner felt it was worth looking at neighboring jurisdictions to see what works.  

- Heflin says the two biggest things the GTRLC has to take care of at their properties is pet 

waste and cigarette butts. Hard to enforce these types of ordinances.   

- Winter will try to look for neighboring communities’ rules to review at the next meeting so 

a new ordinance with park rules can be established. 

- Heffner asked whether there was a consensus to ban smoking. Smith would rather have 

people just clean up after themselves instead of imposing a bunch of rules on a park, despite 

not liking smoking at all. 

- r 

 

H. PUBLIC COMMENT: none  

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion by Heflin, second by Heffner. Motion passes unanimously. 

10:39 am 
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To: Acme Township Board of Trustees  

From: Shawn Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

CC:  

Date: September 25, 2017 

Re:  SUP 2017-03 Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church 
              
 
The Planning Commission at their regular August 14, 2017 meeting reviewed the application for a 
special use permit submitted by Mark Humitz of Cornwell Architects, on behalf of Archangel Gabriel 
Orthodox Church, to construct a 12,385 square-foot church located at 7111 US-31 N, just north of 
the intersection with Dock Rd. The Planning Commission moved to set a public hearing at their 
September 11, 2017 meeting as is required for all special use permits. Between the two Planning 
Commission meetings the Applicant had a hearing with the Zoning Board of Appeals and was 
granted a non-use variance to allow the parking lot to be in the front and to reduce the amount of 
landscaping required to preserve the viewshed at this location, similar to the conditions imposed on 
LochenHeath as part of their approval. The site plan and landscape plan reflect these non-use 
variances.  
 
The public hearing was held on September 11, 2017 with no one speaking for or against the project, 
and one letter of correspondence received in support of the proposal. The Planning Commission 
made the following motion: 
 

Motion to recommend approval of Special Use Permit application 2017-03 to the 
Township Board for the construction of a 12,385 square foot church building 
submitted by the Applicant Mark Humitz on behalf of the Archangel Gabriel Orthodox 
Church to be located at 7111 US-31 N, Williamsburg, MI 49690, subject to the 
following conditions:  

1. The Acer x freemanii “Autumn Blaze Maples” indicated in the landscape plan be 
replaced by a species listed on the Invasive Species Networks’ “Recommended 
Planting Guidelines for Municipalities”.  

2. Irrigation be incorporated into the landscape plan to maintain the health of the 
grass, shrubs and trees.  

3. The landscape and irrigation improvements are to be completed within one 
month of occupancy. The planting season shall be April 1 through November 1, 
provided no evergreen trees shall be planted later than September 15. If 
occupancy occurs in October through April, the applicant shall have until the 
next May 1st to complete the required improvements.  

4. That the Township Board consider establishing a bond, letter of credit, or cash 
surety in the amount they determine necessary to ensure the completion of the 
project.  

5. Township Board needs to establish a Bond for the amount needed for the 
landscaping work to include the cost of irrigation.  
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Motion by Timmins to recommend approval of Special Use application 2017-03, 
second by Balentine. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

The Applicant has already provided a revised landscape plan with the necessary changes and has 
been included with this memo.  The Zoning Ordinance requires a bond, cash surety, or letter of credit 
for the landscape work. I have requested an estimate from the Applicant for the plantings and 
irrigation, which they are currently working on. The Zoning Ordinance also says that the Board may 
decide to require a bond, cash surety, or letter of credit for the project which should be discussed at 
the meeting. If the Board does decide to require a bond, cash surety, or letter of credit, the amount 
will need to be determined through discussions with the Applicant.  
 
All other aspects of the Zoning Ordinance have been met by this project. I’ve included my staff report 
dated August 2, 2017 that was amended September 5, 2017 for reference, as well as the applicable 
drawings. The external agency reviews, permits, and easement agreements have been withheld from 
this memo to save space and paper, but are available for review at the Township Hall, by request, or 
under the draft meeting minutes from the September 11, 2017 Planning Commission meeting on the 
Township website. 
 
Suggested Motion for Consideration: 
 
Motion to approve Special Use Permit application 2017-03 for the construction of a 12,385 square-
foot church building submitted by the Applicant Mark Humitz on behalf of the Archangel Gabriel 
Orthodox Church to be located at 7111 US-31 N, Williamsburg, MI 49690, subject to the following 
conditions that must be met prior to issuing a land use permit:  

1. That a bond, cash surety, or letter of credit be established for the proposed 
landscaping and irrigation in an amount submitted as an estimate by the 
Applicant’s landscape contractor. 

2. The landscape and irrigation improvements are to be completed within one 
month of occupancy. The planting season shall be April 1 through November 1, 
provided no evergreen trees shall be planted later than September 15. If 
occupancy occurs in October through April, the applicant shall have until the next 
May 1st to complete the required improvements.  

3. A complete set of full-size prints be submitted, sealed by a licensed engineer, 
architect or landscape architect, and signed by the Applicant and Planning 
Commission Chairman. 

4. A bond, cash surety, or letter of credit in the amount determined necessary to ensure 
the completion of the project be established.* 

 
* The requirement of Item 4 is to be determined by the Board.  
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Permit No.:  SUP 2017-03 

Planning & Zoning Staff Report 
6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 

Phone: (231) 938-1350 | Fax: (231) 938-1510 | www.acmetownship.org 

Date:    08.02.17 – AMENDED 09.05.17 
 
From:   Shawn Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
   John Iacoangeli, Planning Consultant 
 
To:    Karly Wentzloff, Chairperson  
   ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
   6042 Acme Road 

Williamsburg, MI 49690 
 
Permit No.:  SUP 2017-03 
 
Project:  Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church 
  7111 US-31 N 
  Williamsburg, MI 49690 
 
Request: Special Use Permit with Site Plan Review to construct a 12,385 sq ft church building 

with assembly space and onsite parking 
 
Applicant:  Mark Humitz, President of Cornwell Architects  
   401 East Front St, Traverse City, MI 49686 
 
Owner:   Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church 
   P.O. Box 6350, Traverse City, MI 49696   
 

 
I. OVERVIEW 
 
General Description and Recommendation 
The Applicant is proposing to build a 12,385 sq ft church on a parcel of land that is zoned A-1: Agricultural District.  
The subject parcel is currently undeveloped and is located on the west side of US-31 N approximately 350 feet north 
of the Dock Rd/US-31 N intersection. The proposed project is consistent with the intent and purpose of the zoning 
district as well as the designated future land use category. The use requires approval of a special use permit by the 
Township Board upon recommendation of the Planning Commission.  
 
Staff recommends the Planning Commission recommend approval of the project by the Township Board, subject to 
the conditions included in the suggested motion at the end of this report. 
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Subject Property Location 
Address Parcel Number 
7111 US-31 N, Williamsburg, MI 49690 
 

28-01-226-010-02 

Legal Description 
PART OF SE 1/4 SW 1/4 SEC 26 T28N R1OW COM AT SW CNR SEC 26 TH S 88 DEG 45'26" E 1484.15' TH N 21 
DEG 56'03" E 360.45' TO POB TH N 68 DEG 03'57" W 350' TH N 21 DEG 56'03" E 421.19' TH N 72 DEG 58'17" 
E 246.02' TH N 42 DEG 26'07" E 233.01' TH N 21 DEG 56'03" E 85.75' TH S 68 DEG 03'57" E 77.10' TH S 21 
DEG 56'03" W 880' TO POB SPLIT ON 03/26/2008 FROM 01-227-001-06; 
 
Aerial Image 
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Existing Conditions of Subject Property 
Zoning Existing Uses Existing Permits 
A-1: 
Agricultural 
District 

The property contains a community garden and small pavilion 
accessible through an existing curb cut, but is otherwise undeveloped. 
 

None 
 

 
Adjacent Zoning and Land Uses 
Location Zoning Land Use 
North: A-1 Museum – Music House Corporation 
East: A-1 Golf Course – Grand Traverse Resort & Spa 
South: A-1 Undeveloped Residential - LochenHeath (OSD 2004-06P) 
West: A-1 Undeveloped Residential - LochenHeath (OSD 2004-06P) 

 
Relationship to Master Plan 
Future Land Use Category – Rural Residential  
The Acme Township Community Master Plan designates the subject property as Rural Residential on the 
Future Land Use Map. The main objectives are to “provide limited and low density development in the rural 
areas of the Township where sensitive ecosystems and special land features such as steep slopes, creeks, and 
streams are prevalent.” Conservation-development is strongly encouraged in this area to minimize the impact 
on existing agricultural uses, demonstrate strong stewardship of the land, and to preserve sensitive 
ecosystems and special natural features.  The properties that fall into this future land use category tend to be 
former agricultural sites, or in a transitional state from agricultural to residential and complementary uses.   

(p. 70, Acme Township Community Master Plan, adopted August 11, 2014) 
 
II. SUBMITTED APPLICATION MATERIALS 
 
The tables below present the items submitted with the application for the proposed project. These items have 
been reviewed in accordance with the processes set forth in the Zoning Ordinance 
 

Drawings 
Sheet Title Date (revised) 
C1.1 Existing Conditions 07/11/17 
C2.1 Proposed Site Plan 08/27/17 
C2.2 Proposed Utility Plan 08/17/17 
C3.1 Proposed Drainage Plan 08/10/17 
C3.2 Proposed Drainage Plan and Storm Water Calculation Summary 08/10/17 
C3.3 Proposed Site Grading  07/11/17 
C3.4 Proposed Grading Outlet Swale & Profile 08/10/17 
C4.1 Construction Details 08/17/17 
C4.2 Construction Details 08/30/17 
A0.0 General Information / Code Plans 01/12/17 
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Drawings 
Sheet Title Date (revised) 
A1.0 Lower Level Plan 01/12/17 
A1.1 Main Level Floor Plan 01/12/17 
A1.2 Mezzanine / Roof Plan 01/12/17 
A1.3 Roof Plan 01/12/17 
A2.0  Enlarged Plans 01/12/17 
A3.0 First Floor Reflected Ceiling Plan 01/12/17 
A5.0 Exterior Elevations 01/12/17 
A5.1 Exterior Elevations 01/12/17 
A5.2 Building Sections 01/12/17 
A5.3  Building Sections 01/12/17 
A6.1 Wall Sections 01/12/17 
A6.2 Wall Sections 01/12/17 
A8.0 Finish Schedule & Door Schedule 01/12/17 
SE1.1 Electrical Site Lighting Photometric Plan 07/19/17 
n/a Sign and Cross Lighting n/a 
n/a Landscape Plan n/a 

 
Agency Reviews 
Agency Status Permit No. (Date) 
Grand Traverse County Drain 
Commissioner 

Satisfactory review 09/05/17 

Grand Traverse County Health 
Department 

Satisfactory review 08/31/17 

Michigan Department of 
Transportation 

Satisfactory review, permit granted 28013-0116650-13-050313 
(permit date to be amended) 

Grand Traverse Metro Fire 
Department 

Satisfactory review P-1177-5815-M6270 
(07/19/17) 

Grand Traverse County Soil Erosion 
& Sedimentation Control 

Preliminary approval pending 
payment of surety deposit 

07/27/17 

Grand Traverse County Sheriff’s 
Department 

Satisfactory review 07/20/17 

Gosling-Czubak Storm Water Plan 
Review 

Satisfactory review 08/31/17 

Landscape Plan Review (performed 
by staff) 

Satisfactory review with condition in 
suggested motion 

09/07/17 

 
Additional Documentation  
Submitted With Application Packet 

- Site Plan Review/Special Use Permit Application Form 
- Warranty Deed/Proof of Ownership 
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- Escrow Policy Acknowledgement Form 
- Drain Easement Agreement 
- HydroCad Report 
- Project Narrative 

With the exception of the Site Plan Review/Special Use Permit Application Form and Project Narrative, the 
items listed in this table have not been attached to this staff report, but are available for review upon 
request. 

 
III. ZONING ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE 
 
Listed below are the applicable sections of the Zoning Ordinance that pertain to the proposed project.  Items 
that do not satisfy the standards required by the Zoning Ordinance have been indicated with bold, red text. 
 

Allowed Uses 
§ 6.12  A-1: Agricultural District 

§ 6.12.3 Uses Permitted by Special Use Permit:  
 

b. Institutional Uses: Subject also to the requirements of Section 9.5.  
§ 9.5 Institutional Uses in the Residential and Agricultural Districts 

§ 9.5.2 Requirements – the following land uses in the Residential or A-1 Zoning District must meet the 
following additional requirements: 
 

a. Religious Institutions: Churches or similar places of worship, including child care 
centers, convents, parsonages, parish houses, and other housing for clergy. 

 
§ 6.13 Schedule Limiting Height, Bulk, Density and Area by Zoning District 
Regulation Requirement Site Plan 
Minimum Lot Size 5 acres 5.03 acres 
Minimum Lot Width 330 ft 880 ft 
Minimum Lot Depth n/a 350 ft 
Front Yard Setback 50 ft 50 ft to parking lot; 117 ft to building 
Side Yard Setback 25 ft 38 ft to parking lot; 203 ft to building 
Rear Yard Setback 40 ft 40 ft to parking lot; 69 ft to building 
Maximum Building Height 2 ½ Stories / 35 ft  Main Dome – 55’ 2” 

Main Dome Cross – 61’ 0” 
Bell Tower Dome – 41’ 3” 
Bell Tower Cross – 44’ 2” 
Sanctuary Peak – 31’ 9” 
Social Hall – 17’ 7”  
Administration – 12’ 10” 

§ 7.3.1 allows permitted exceptions to maximum building heights for structural appurtenances, which 
includes domes, church steeples, etc., provided that such structures do not exceed 20% of the gross roof 
area.  The gross roof area for the proposed project is 10,500 sq ft, with the dome occupying 370 sq ft and 

http://www.acmetownship.org/


 

Page 6 of 12 
 

Permit No.:  SUP 2017-03 

Planning & Zoning Staff Report 
6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 

Phone: (231) 938-1350 | Fax: (231) 938-1510 | www.acmetownship.org 

the bell tower occupying 80 sq ft. Collectively, the two structural appurtenances account for 4.3% of the 
gross roof area, thus satisfying the standard. The Ordinance does not provide an upper limit of allowable 
height for such structures 

 
§ 7.5 Off-Street Parking and Loading Regulations 
Standard Requirement Site Plan 
Parking Spaces  
[§7.5.3(c)(1)] 

Min – 26 spaces;   
Max – 136 spaces 

97 spaces  
Includes 4 ADA spaces  

Off-Street Parking Location 
[§7.5.4(a)] 

Located in rear and/or side yard Located in front and side yard, as 
allowed by ZBA 2017-03 

Maneuvering Lane & Space 
Dimensions  
[§7.5.4(b)(1)] 

Lane Width (min.) – 20’ 
Space Width (min.) – 9’ 
Space Length (min.) – 20’ 

Lane Width – 26’ 
Space Width – 9’ 
Space Length – 20’ 

Buffering, Landscaping & 
Screening – buffering strip 
[§7.5.4(c)(1)] 

10 ‘ buffering strip on all visible 
sides 
 

10’ – 20’ buffering strip surrounding 
entire property 

Buffering, Landscaping & 
Screening - plantings 
[§7.5.4(c)(2)] 

a. 10’ buffer along ROW 
b. 16 evergreen/canopy trees 

along ROW frontage  
c. 36” high continuous 

hedge/berm/wall screen 
d. Screened refuse receptacle  

a. 10’ buffer along ROW 
b. n/a per ZBA 2017-03 

 
c. Indicated south of the driveway 

only, as allowedby ZBA 2017-03 
d. Screend with evergreens with a 6’ 

high opague gate, per ZBA 2017-
03 

Buffering, Landscaping & 
Screening – tree islands, snow 
storage 
[§7.5.4(c)(3)] 

a. 10 canopy trees in islands 
evenly distributed  

b. 14 additional canopy trees in 
islands at end of each row 

c. n/a 
d. Designated snow storage 

a. 10 canopy trees evenly distributed 
in treed islands 

b. 12 canopy trees, 2 evergreens as 
allowed by ZBA 2017-03  

c. n/a 
d. Designated on landscape plane 

 
§ 7.5.6 Landscaping 
Standard Requirement Site Plan 
Application 
[§7.5.6(b)(1-6)] 

Landscape plan requirements Plans submitted consistent with the 
ZO standards and non-use variance by 
ZBA 2017-03 

Standards & Criteria 
[§7.5.6(c)] 

Planting standards Standards met based on ZO and ZBA 
2017-03 

Planting Materials 
[§7.5.6(d)]  

Non-invasive, native species Autumn Blaze Maple (Acer x 
freemanii) is not on the 
recommended plantings list 

Landscape Buffers 
[§7.5.6(e)] 

1. 20 ‘ wide 
2. See §7.5.4(c) above 

1. 20’ wide (10’ along ROW) 
2. See §7.5.4(c) above 
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§ 7.5.6 Landscaping 
Standard Requirement Site Plan 

3. Continuous screen of massed 
evergreen/deciduous trees at 
3.5’ tall, 6’ tall at 3 years 

4. Opaque fence substitution 
5. 71 canopy/evergreen trees in 

buffer strip on side and rear 
property boundaries 

6. Earthen berm substitution 

3. n/a per ZBA 2017-03 
 
 

4. n/a 
5. n/a per ZBA 2017-03 
 
 
6. PC discretion 

ROW Landscaping 
[§7.5.6(f)] 

1. 10’ buffer along ROW 
2. 37 evergreen/canopy trees 

(includes those required in 
§7.5.4(c)(2)(b)) and 183 
shrubs along ROW buffer 

3. 3’ tall continuous landscape 
screen, opaque fence, berm, 
or combination along ROW 

1. 10’ buffer along ROW 
2. n/a per ZBA 2017-03 
 
 
 
3. located along ROW south of 

driveway only as permitted by ZBA 
2017-03 

 
§ 7.8.3 Outdoor Lighting Standards – (a) Business Zoning Districts and Land Uses 
The photometric plan consists of 5 parking lot lights located on 20’ foot poles atop a 2.5’ base.  Four of the 
parking lot light poles are distributed evenly throughout the lot with the fifth one located near the entrance.  
They consist of downward facing LED bulbs recessed into the fixtures. The pedestrian lighting consists of 30 
recessed LED lights mounted in the soffits and recessed entryways. There is one wall pack light included in 
the plan near the southwest corner of the building. The photometric plan indicates that no foot candles will 
be measurable at the property lines except at the entrance which is necessary for safety. The photometric 
plan meets the standards of the this section, except as noted below:  

- The Applicant has submitted a drawing of the crosses atop the dome and bell tower, and free-
standing sign which will all be internally illuminated. 

- Applicant would like to incorporate lighting in the window sills of the dome windows, but not 
light the outside of the dome.  

- The Planning Commision should consider conditions that establish the time and manner in which 
the exterior lighting can be activated. 

 
IV. SITE PLAN REVIEW 

 
§ 8.2 Standards for Site Plan Review 

Standard Finding 
a. That the applicant may legally apply for site plan 

review. 
Satisfied: The Applicant has been authorized the 
owner to apply for site plan review 

b. That all required information has been provided. Satisfied: The Applicant has submitted all necessary 
documents 

http://www.acmetownship.org/
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§ 8.2 Standards for Site Plan Review 
Standard Finding 

c. That the proposed development conforms to all 
regulations of the zoning district in which it is 
located and all other applicable standards and 
requirements of this ordinance, including but not 
limited to all supplementary regulations. 

Conditionally Satisfied: The proposed use is allowed 
by special use permit in the A-1 Agricultural District. 
Zoning standards that need attention have been 
included in the suggested motion at the end of this 
report.  

d. That the plan meets the requirements of Acme 
Township for fire and police protection, water 
supply, sewage disposal or treatment, storm, 
drainage, and other public facilities and services. 

Satisfied: 
Gosling Czubak – Favorable  
GT Metro Fire – Favorable 
GT Sheriff’s Dept. – Favorable 
MDOT – Permitted 
GT Drain Commission – Favorable 
Soil Erosion – Favorable, pending deposit 
Health Department – Favorable 

e. That the plan meets the standards of other 
governmental agencies where applicable, and 
that the approval of these agencies has been 
obtained or is assured. 

Satisfied: 
GT Metro Fire – Favorable 
GT Sheriff’s Dept. – Favorable 
MDOT – Permitted 
GT Drain Commission – Favorable 
Soil Erosion – Favorable, pending deposit 
Health Department – Favorable 

f. That natural resources will be preserved to a 
maximum feasible extent, and that areas to be 
left undisturbed during construction shall be so 
indicated on the site plan and at the site per se. 

Satisfied: Areas of disturbance will be limited to the 
extent necessary for construction.  

g. That the proposed development property 
respects floodways and flood plains on or in the 
vicinity of the subject property. 

Not Applicable – No floodplains present 

h. That the soil conditions are suitable for 
excavation and site preparation, and that organic, 
wet, or other soils which are not suitable for 
development will either be undisturbed, or 
modified in an acceptable manner. 

Satisfied: Soil type and conditions were indicated on 
site plan. Third-party review by Gosling Czubak did 
not find the site to be unfavorable to development.  

i. That the proposed development will not cause 
soil erosion or sedimentation problems. 

Satisfied: SESC permit conditions shall be adhered to. 

j. That the drainage plan for the proposed 
development is adequate to handle anticipated 
storm water runoff, and will not cause undue 
runoff onto neighboring property or overloading 
of water courses in the area. 

Satisfied: Gosling Czubak has submitted a summary 
of their review finding the proposed storm water 
management system compliant with the ordinance 
and appropriate for this development.  

http://www.acmetownship.org/
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§ 8.2 Standards for Site Plan Review 
Standard Finding 

k. That grading or filling will not destroy the 
character of the property or the surrounding 
area, and will not adversely affect the adjacent or 
neighboring properties. 

Satisfied: The property is relatively flat atop a hill and 
will only be graded as necessary to accommodate the 
items indicated in the site plan.     

l. That structures, landscaping, landfills or other 
land uses will not disrupt air drainage systems 
necessary for agricultural uses. 

Satisfied: Located adjacent to an approved open 
space preservation residential development with no 
established air sheds on site.  

m. That phases of development are in a logical 
sequence, so that any one phase will not depend 
upon a subsequent phase for adequate access, 
public utility services, drainage, or erosion 
control. 

Not Applicable – No phasing required 

n. That the plan provides for the proper expansion 
of existing facilities such as public streets, 
drainage systems, and water and sewage 
facilities. 

Satisfied: Existing roadway established, new well and 
septic to be installed, curb cut has already been 
installed, new storm water drainage system will tie 
into the Dock Rd drainage district, per GT County 
Drain Commissioner and easement agreement with 
adjacent property owner. 

o. That landscaping, fences or walls may be required 
when appropriate to meet the objectives of this 
Ordinance. 

Satisfied: The landscape plan meets the 
requirements of the ordiance and the non-use 
variance of ZBA 2017-03. 

p. That parking layout will not adversely affect the 
flow of traffic within the site, or to and from the 
adjacent streets. 

Satisfied: No impact 

q. That vehicular and pedestrian traffic within the 
site, and in relation to streets and sidewalks 
serving the site, shall be safe and convenient. 

Satisfied: Parking provided in front yard and north 
side yard.  Parking lots are accessible through 
sidewalks that provide circulation around the site. 

r. That outdoor storage of garbage and refuse is 
contained, screened from view, and located so as 
not be a nuisance to the subject property or 
neighboring properties. 

Satisfied: The refuse receptacle is screened by 
evergreens and an opaque gate per ZBA 2017-03. 

s. That the proposed site is in accord with the spirit 
and purpose of this Ordinance, and not 
inconsistent with, or contrary to, the objectives 
sought to be accomplished by this Ordinance and 
the principles of sound planning. 

Conditionally Satisfied: The use is in accord with the 
zoning district through a special use permit, however, 
as indicated above with the exception of the 
conditions presented in the suggested motion. 
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V. STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
 

§ 9.1.3 Basis For Determination 
Standard Finding 

1. Be designed, constructed, operated and 
maintained so as to insure that public services 
and facilities affected by a proposed land use or 
activity will be capable of accommodating 
increased service and facility loads caused by the 
land use or activity to protect the natural 
environment and conserve natural resources and 
energy to insure compatibility with adjacent uses 
of land, and to promote the use of land in a 
socially and economically desirable manner. 

The proposed project will be developing a largely 
undeveloped site.  The change from a formerly 
agricultural use to an institutional use will likely 
generate more traffic, especially on Sundays and 
dates of other religious observations.  This increase is 
expected to be minimal, and temporal in nature. The 
low intensity of this use is compatible with the 
approved residential development adjacent to it, as 
well as the golf course across the street and the 
museum to the north.  This intensity and 
complimentary nature to the residential uses is 
consistent the community master plan.   

2. Be designed to protect natural resources, the 
health, safety, and welfare and the social and 
economic wellbeing of those who will use the 
land use or activity under consideration, residents 
and landowners immediately adjacent to the 
proposed land use or activity, and the community 
as a whole. 

The proposed use utilizes a vacant former agriculture 
site surrounded by an approved residential 
development, and is not found to have a negative 
effect on the health, safety and welfare of those 
utilizing the property, surrounding land owners, or 
the community at large.  

3. Be related to the valid exercise of the police 
power, and purposes which are affected by the 
proposed use or activity. 

The proposed use conforms to A-1 district’s uses 
allowed by special use permit and is therefore a valid 
exercise of police power.  

4. Be necessary to meet the intent and purpose of 
the zoning ordinance, be related to the standards 
established in the ordinance for the land use or 
activity under consideration, and be necessary to 
insure compliance with those standards. 

The proposed use, subject to the revisions noted in 
the suggested motion, will meet the intent and 
purpose of the Zoning Ordinance.   
 

5. Meet the standards of other governmental 
agencies where applicable, and that the approval 
of these agencies has been obtained or is assured. 
The applicant shall have the plan reviewed and 
approved by the Grand Traverse Metro Fire 
Department prior to the review by the Planning 
Commission. 

The plans have been submitted for interagency 
review.  MDOT will be amending the date from the 
2013 permit. GTC Soil Erosion & Sedimentation 
Control has approved the plans and will be issue the 
permit once they receive a surety.  Both GT Metro 
Fire and Sheriff provided favorable reviews. The GTC 
Drain Commissioner has approved the drainage plan. 
GTC Environmental Health Dept. has approved the 
plans, but a full-reivew of the kitchen plans will be 
needed prior to construction.  
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VI. REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The proposed project is allowed through approval of a special use permit in the A-1 Agricultural District. The use, 
scale, and intensity is consistent with the intent and purpose of the district, and meets the standards required 
for approval of a special use permit.   
 
The Zoning Ordinance standards have been satisfied, with the exceptions granted through a non-use variance 
request (ZBA 2017-03) and the items listed in the suggested motion below. The Storm Water Control Ordinance 
standards been met based on Gosling Czubak’s third-party review and subsequent approval by the Grand 
Traverse County Drain Commissioner. The Grand Traverse County Department of Environmental Health has 
approved the utility plan for wells and drianfield, but will need to conduct a complete review of the kitchen plans 
prior to issuing a permit necessary for the Township to issue a land use permit. The exterior lighting plan is 
compliant with the Zoning Ordinance, however, the Planning Commission may want to establish clear conditions 
on when the lighting can be activated at night given the development’s prominent location atop a hil overlooking 
Grand Traverse Bay and Old Mission Peninsula.   
 
The non-use variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA 2017-03) accepted the findings of fact 
findings of fact by the Zoning Administrator to except the landscape plan submitted in ZBA application with the 
following changes:  
 
1. The parking shall be located in the front of the yard.  
2. Eliminate the required trees along the south and west in the “Protected Viewshed” and the northwest 

property line adjacent to the LochenHeath lots 
3. Substitute the trees adjacent to the LochenHeath lots with low shrubbery  
4. Allow the screening of the refuse receptacle with evergreen trees 
5. The reduction of the berm’s northern extent south of the driveway as indicated in Exhibit C.  
6. Eliminate the required berm north of the driveway 
7. Install additional the treed islands as indicated in Exhibit C 
8. A 6’ high opaque gate to be placed in front of the refuse receptacle 
9. Delay the installation of the opaque fence along the residential lots until initiated by resolution of the 

LochenHeath HOA 
10. Eliminate the required trees along the US-31 ROW 
 
Suggested Motion for Consideration 
Motion to recommend approval of Special Use Permit application 2017-03 to the Township Board for the 
construction of a 12,385 square foot church building submitted by the Applicant Mark Humitz on behalf of the 
Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church to be located at 7111 US-31 N, Williamsburg, MI 49690, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. The Acer x freemanii “Autumn Blaze Maples” indicated in the landscape plan be replaced by a species 
listed on the Invasive Species Networks’ “Recommended Planting Guidelines for Municipalities”. 

 
2. Irrigation be incorporated into the landscape plan to maintain the health of the grass, shrubs and trees. 
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3. The landscape and irrigation improvements are to be completed within one month of occupancy. The 

planting season shall be April 1 through November 1, provided no evergreen tress shall be planted 
later than September 15. If occupancy occurs in October through April, the applicant shall have until 
the next May 1st to complete the required improvements. 
 

4. That the Township Board consider establishing a bond, letter of credit, or cash surety in the amount they 
determine necessary to ensure the completion of the project. 
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To: Acme Township Board of Trustees  

From: Shawn Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

CC: Jeff Jocks, Counsel 

Date: September 21, 2017 

Re:  Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 – Medical Marihuana Facilities   
              
  
Attached to this memo for your consideration is amendment 045 to the Acme Township Zoning 
Ordinance. This amendment is designed to accommodate the allowed medical marihuana facilities 
permissible through the police power ordinance the Board has been deliberating.  
 
The amendment will remove the existing definitions related to medical marihuana, and dispensary 
and cultivation uses allowed through a special use permit in the B-4 Material Processing and 
Warehousing District. Replacing them will be new definitions consistent with the Medical Marihuana 
Facilities Licensing Act. The amendment allows for all five facilities to occur in the B-4 Material 
Processing and Warehousing District with no limit to the number of licenses issued, five (5) grower 
and five (5) processor licenses in the A-1 Agricultural District, and one (1) provisioning center license 
in the C Corridor Commercial District. A notable change is the uses will no longer require a special 
use permit, but instead will be allowed by right. The regulations associated with dispensaries and 
cultivation operations through a special use permit will be deleted from Article 9 – Special Uses. New 
regulations related to the location of the medical marihuana facilities will be added to Article 7 – 
Supplementary Regulations. With this change comes the removal of considering the TART Trail or 
any other multiuse path a park, which would require a 1,000-foot buffer in which no medical 
marihuana facilities could occur. All other aspects of site plan review will still apply to these facilities. 
 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed amendment at their regular 
September 11, 2017 meeting. No one from the public spoke during the hearing. The Planning 
Commission made a motion to send the draft amendment to the County Planning Commission for 
review and to recommend adoption to the Township Board. The minutes from this meeting are 
included under Receive and File in this month’s Board packet. I attended the County Planning 
Commission meeting on September 19, 2017. Few questions or comments were made at this meeting, 
those that were focused mainly on text corrections. The County Planning Commission review form is 
enclosed with this memo.  
 
I recommend holding the adoption of this amendment until the Board is ready to adopt the police 
power ordinance regulating licensed medical marihuana facilities. Doing so will allow the Board to 
modify the amendment if necessary, which is within the Board’s authority, and would prevent having 
to start the amendment process all over again.  
 
 
 
sjw 

MEMORANDUM 
Planning and Zoning 

6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 
Phone: (231) 938-1350   Fax: (231) 938-1510   Web: www.acmetownship.org 
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ACME TOWNSHIP 
 

AMENDMENT #045 TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE  
REGARDING MEDICAL MARIHUANA 

 
 

1. Delete from Definitions the following terms and their accompanying definitions: 
  

a. Medical Marihuana Dispensary 
 

b. Medical Marihuana Cultivation 
 

c. Medical Marihuana Cultivation Facility 
 

d. Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation 
 

2. Add the following terms and their accompanying definition to Definitions: 
 

a. “Medical Marihuana Facility: A Facility authorized and defined 
pursuant to Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 
 

b. “Medical Marihuana Grower: A Medical Marihuana Grower as defined 
in the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 

 
c. “Medical Marihuana Processor: A Medical Marihuana Processor as 

defined in the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. 
 

d. “Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter: A Medical Marihuana 
Secure Transporter as defined in the Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing Act.” 

 
e. “Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center: A Medical Marihuana 

Provisioning Center as defined in the Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing Act.” 

 
f. “Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility: A Medical 

Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility as defined in the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act.” 

 
g. “Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act means MCL 333.27101 et 

seq, as amended and the regulations adopted pursuant to the act.  The 
definitions found in the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act are 
incorporated into this Ordinance for all purposes concerning Medical 
Marihuana licensing.” 
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3. Delete 6.11.3(h) Medical Marihuana Dispensary and (i) Medical Marihuana 
Cultivation Operation from 6.11 B-4 District Material Processing and 
Warehousing. 
 

4. Add the following to 6.11 B-4 District Material Processing and Warehousing as 
uses authorized by right in 6.11.2. 

 
a. Medical Marihuana Grower. 

 
b. Medical Marihuana Processor. 

 
c. Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter. 

 
d. Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center. 

 
e. Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility. 

 
5. Add the following to 6.6 Acme Township US-31 / M-72 Business District as uses 

authorized by right in 6.6.4. 
 

a. Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center.  By right in the C (Corridor-
Commercial) zone.  Include that no more than one (1) Provisioning Center 
may be licensed and operating at any given time. 

 
6. Add the following to 6.12 A-1 Agricultural District as uses authorized by right in 

6.12.2. 
 

a. Medical Marihuana Grower. By right, but that no more than five (5) 
Growers may be licensed and operating at any given time. 

 
b. Medical Marihuana Processor. By right, but that no more than five (5) 

Processors may be licensed and operating at any given time. 
 

 
7.  Delete 9.26 Medical Marihuana Dispensary and 9.27 Medical Marihuana 

Cultivation Operation. 
 

8. Add the following to Article VII. 
 

a. “7.11 MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES 
 
7.11.1 Statement of Intent: 
The purpose of a Medical Marihuana Facility is to allow for the uses set 
out in the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act. Acme Township 
desires to allow all legal businesses to operate in the Township, but 
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recognizes the need to zone for all uses to protect the health, safety, and 
welfare of the general public 
 
 
7.11.2 Specific Medical Marihuana Facilities Requirements: 

All Medical Marihuana Facilities must comply with the following: 
 

a. Possess a valid license from both Acme Township and the 
State of Michigan. 
 

b. A Medical Marihuana Facility shall not be located within a 
1,000 foot radius of any existing public or private 
elementary, vocational, or secondary school, or a public or 
private college, junior college, or university, or a library, or 
a playground or park, or a public or private youth 
recreation facility.   

 

1. For purposes of this section the term “library” means 
a library that is established by the state; a county, 
city, township, village, school district, or other local 
unit of government or authority or combination of 
local units of government and authorities; a 
community college district; a college or university; 
or any private library open to the public.  

 

2. For purposes of this section the term “playground” 
means any outdoor facility (including any parking 
lot appurtenant thereto) intended for recreation, open 
to the public, and with any portion thereof 
containing three or more separate apparatus intended 
for the recreation of children including, but not 
limited to, sliding boards, swing sets, and 
teeterboards.  

 

3. For purposes of this section the term “park” means 
any land or facility of any size or shape, including 
but not limited to road ends, and submerged lands, 
that are open to the public and used for recreation or 
held for future recreational use. For purposes of this 
section the term “park” shall not mean linear ways 
or multiuse paths. 
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4. For purposes of measuring the 1,000 foot radius in 
this section, the measurement shall be taken from the 
nearest property line of the existing public or private 
elementary, vocational, or secondary school, or 
public or private college, junior college, or 
university, library, or playground or park, or a public 
or private youth recreation facility to the nearest 
point on the building where the proposed Medical 
Marihuana Dispensary is proposed.”  
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GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
MASTER PLAN/ZONING REVIEW 

 
Pursuant to Section 307 of Public Act 110 of 2006, a township shall submit for review and 

recommendation the proposed zoning ordinance or zoning ordinance amendment to the county.  The 
county will have waived its right for review and recommendation of an ordinance if the 

recommendation of the county planning commission has not been received by the township within 30 
days from the date the proposed ordinance is received by the county. 

 
TOWNSHIP:  Acme    MASTER PLAN:  
AMENDMENT #: 045    ZONING ORDINANCE: 
DATE RECEIVED:  September 13, 2017 TEXT:   MAP:  
PUBLIC HEARING: September 11, 2017 MAP ATTACHED:  

PRELIMINARY REVIEW:    PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES:   
 

CHANGE:  Amendment 045 would make the necessary changes to allow for licensed medical 
marihuana facilities as allowed by a township police power ordinance. The amendment would 
allow the uses (grower, processer, transporter, safety compliance, and provisioning center) 
under Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act (PA 281 of 2016) as follows: 

• All licensed facilities in the B-4: Material Processing and Warehousing District, with no 
limit on the number of licenses 

• Five (5) growing and five (5) processing licenses in the A-1: Agricultural District 

• One (1) provisioning license in the C: Corridor Commercial District 
The amendment would remove the existing language related to medical marihuana 
dispensaries and cultivation operations that reflected previous medical marihuana legislation 
and replace it with the new language presented in the draft. The five uses would no longer 
require a special use permit, but rather would be allowed by right with a local license being 
issued by the Township. The amendment also adds conditions to the location of medical 
marihuana facility based on distances from parks, schools, libraries, and other similar uses 
which will be outlined in Article VII: Supplemental Regulations. The Acme Township Zoning 
Map has been included for reference, as well as the draft police power ordinance for medical 
marihuana facilities. 
 

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED TO TOWNSHIP BOARD: 
Motion by Timmins to send the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment 045 Medical 
Marihuana Facilities to the Grand Traverse County Planning Commission for review and 
recommend adoption to the Township Board. Second by Rosa.  Motion carried by a vote 6 
(Feringa, Balentine, VanHouten, Timmins, Rosa and White) in favor, Wentzloff recused.  
 

COUNTY PLANNING STAFF COMMENTS: 
Public Act 281 of 2016, Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, allows municipalities to 
choose whether to allow any of these marijuana facilities within their jurisdictions: medical 
marihuana growers, processors, provisioning centers, secure transporters, and safety 
compliance facilities. Communities that have decided to permit one or more of these facilities 
are establishing police power ordinances and amending their zoning ordinances. Other 
communities that have decided not to permit any of these facilities have been passing 
resolutions and making minor amendments to their zoning ordinances. It is important to note 
that activities permitted under the Initiated Law 1 of 2008, Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, are 
still allowed. 



Acme Township has decided to permit a certain number and type of facilities. A zoning 
ordinance amendment and police power licensing ordinance are enclosed. 
 
Based on review of the amendment and information provided by the Township, staff 
recommends that the County Planning Commission concur with the Township Planning 
Commission’s proposed action.  
 

COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  
At its meeting on September 19, 2017, the County Planning Commission took the following 
action: In accordance with the Zoning Enabling Act and having considered neighboring zoning 
and the County Master Plan, the County Planning Commission concurs with the Township 
Planning Commission’s proposed action and consider comments provided by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
COMMENTS FROM CPC ACTION: 
Minor text corrections were provided by the Planning Commission at the meeting. 
 
 

RETURNED TO TOWNSHIP (DATE/RECOMMENDATION): 
Emailed to the Acme Township Clerk, Planning Commission Chair, and Planning & Zoning 
Administrator on September 20, 2017. 
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ACME TOWNSHIP MEDICAL MARIHUANA LICENSING ORDINANCE 

 

 

1.  Title 
This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Acme Township Medical Marihuana Licensing Ordinance.  

 

2. Purpose 
The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate and license the conduct of activity pursuant to the Michigan 

Medical Marihuana Act, Public Act 1 of 2008 as amended, the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing 

Act, Public Act 281 of 2016 as amended, and the Marihuana Tracking Act, Public Act 282 of 2016 as 

amended (the Acts) in order to: 

A) Protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public. 

B) Establish a set of rules and regulations which are fair and equitable for those interested in 

establishing Medical Marihuana Facilities in compliance with the Acts: 

C) Provide reasonable regulation pursuant to the Acme Township general police power granted to 

townships by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and the Township Ordinances Act, MCL 41.181 

et seq. 

 

Acme Township does not intend that registration and regulation under this ordinance be constructed as a 

finding that such businesses and activities are legal under federal law. By requiring registration and 

compliance with requirements as provided in this ordinance, Acme Township intends to protect, to the 

extent possible, the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of and visitors to Acme Township 

from harm that may result from the activities of persons who unilaterally or on the advice of their own 

attorney determine that they may legally operate a business involved in the cultivation, possession, use, 

manufacture, distribution, transport, processing or dispensing of medical marihuana.  

 

Nothing in this ordinance is intended to grant, nor shall it be construed as granting, immunity from 

criminal prosecution, for cultivation, possession, use, manufacture, distribution, transport, processing or 

dispensing of medical marihuana not in strict compliance with the Acts. 

 

This ordinance permits authorization for certain activities based on the Acts. Nothing in this ordinance 

shall be construed as allowing persons to engage in conduct that endangers others or causes a public 

nuisance, or to allow use, cultivation, possession, use, manufacture, distribution, transport, processing or 

dispensing of medical marihuana not in strict accordance with the express authorization of the Act and 

this ordinance; and, nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to undermine or provide immunity from 

federal law as it may be enforced by the federal or state government relative to the cultivation, 

distribution, or use of marihuana. Thus, the authorization of activity, and the approval of a license under 

this ordinance shall not have the effect of superseding or nullifying federal law applicable to the 

cultivation, use, and possession of marihuana, and all applicants and grantees of licenses are on notice that 

they may be subject to prosecution and civil penalty, including forfeiture of property.  

 

 

3. Legal Basis 
This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the statutory authority granted by MCL 41.181 et seq authorizing 

the Acme Township to adopt licensing ordinances and regulations to secure the public health, safety and 

general welfare. 
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4. Definitions 

For purposes of this ordinance, terms and words defined by the Acts shall have the same meaning as 

provided those Acts. 

 

Additionally, certain terms and words used herein shall have the following meaning: 

A) Act means the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, Public Act 1 of 2008 as amended, the Medical 

Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, Public Act 281 of 2016, and the Marihuana Tracking Act, 

Public Act 282 of 2016, and all related Michigan Administrative Rules, as amended. 

B) Applicant means a person who applies for a license under this ordinance and includes an officer, 

director, and managerial employee of the applicant and a person who holds any direct or indirect 

ownership interest in the applicant. 

C) Licensee means a person holding a license from Acme Township r under this ordinance and also 

holding a state operating license. 

D) Medical Marihuana means marihuana grown, used, or transferred for “medical use” as defined by 

the Acts. 

E) Medical Marihuana Grower means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in Acme 

Township that cultivates, dries, trims, or cures and packages marihuana for sale to a processor or 

provisioning center. 

F) Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in 

Acme Township that purchases marihuana from a grower or processor and sells, supplies, or 

provides marihuana to registered qualifying patients. Provisioning center includes any commercial 

property where marihuana is sold at retail to registered qualifying patients or registered primary 

caregivers. A noncommercial location used by a primary caregiver to assist a qualifying patient 

connected to the caregiver through the department’s marihuana registration process in accordance 

with the Michigan medical marihuana act is not a provisioning center for purposes of this 

ordinance. 

G) Medical Marihuana Facility means a location at which a license holder is licensed to operate 

under this ordinance. 

H) Medical Marihuana Processor means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in this state 

that purchases marihuana from a grower and that extracts resin from the marihuana or creates a 

marihuana-infused product for sale and transfer in packaged form to a provisioning center. 

I) Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility means a licensee that is a commercial entity that 

receives marihuana from a marihuana facility or registered primary caregiver, tests it for 

contaminants and for tetrahydrocannabinol and other cannabinoids, returns the test results, and 

may return the marihuana to the marihuana facility. 

J) Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in 

this state that stores marihuana and transports marihuana between marihuana facilities for a fee. 

K) Person means an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, limited 

partnership, limited liability partnership, limited liability limited partnership, trust, or other legal 

entity. 

 

5. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Grower 

Medical Marihuana Grower shall comply at all times with the following: 
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1) A Medical Marihuana Grower shall comply at all times with the Acts and Administrative Rules, as 

they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Grower shall have at all times a valid license from the State Medical 

Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) No Distribution of Medical Marihuana to any Primary Caregiver or Qualifying Patient may take 

place at a Medical Marihuana Grower. 

4) A Medical Marihuana Grower’s may grow no more marihuana plants than allowed pursuant to its 

license from the State Medical Marihuana Licensing Board for one of the following classes: 

a. Class A – 500 marihuana plants 

b. Class B – 1,000 marihuana plants 

c. Class C -- 1,500 marihuana plants 

5) A Medical Marihuana Grower may only sell marihuana seeds or marihuana plants to a grower by 

means of a secure transporter pursuant to the Acts. 

6) A Medical Marihuana Grower may sell marihuana, other than seeds to a processor or provisioning 

center by means of a secure transporter pursuant to the Acts. 

7)  Until December 31, 2021, a Medical Marihuana Grower must have, or have as an active 

employee an individual who has, a minimum of 2 years’ experience as a registered primary 

caregiver.   

8) A Grower may not be a registered primary caregiver and may not employ a registered primary 

caregiver. 

9) All marihuana plants or products must be contained within the Medical Marihuana Grower in an 

enclosed, locked facility that restricts and prevents access by any persons other that those allowed 

and meets all state requirements.  

10) Any artificial lighting must be shielded to prevent glare and light trespass and must not be visible 

from neighboring properties, adjacent streets or public right of ways. 

11) All activities shall be conducted so as not to create or permit trespass of spillage of dust, glare, 

sound, noise, vibrations, fumes, odors, or light, onto neighboring properties, adjacent streets or 

public right of ways. 

12) All activities shall be conducted so as not to be visible in any way from neighboring properties, 

adjacent streets of public right of ways. 

 

6. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center 

A Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center shall comply at all times with the following: 

1) A Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center shall comply at all times with the Acts and 

Administrative Rules, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center shall have at all times a valid license from the State 

Medical Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Provisioning Center may only purchase or transfer medical marihuana from a grower or 

processor and may only sell or transfer medical marihuana to a qualifying patient or registered 

primary caregiver. 

4) A Provisioning Center may transfer medical marihuana to or from a safety compliance facility for 

testing. 

5) All transfers to or from a separate marihuana facility must be by means of a secure transporter. 

6) A Provisioning Center may only sell or transfer medical marihuana to a qualifying patient or 

primary caregiver after the medical marihuana has been tested and bears the label required for 

retail sale. 
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7) No use of medical marihuana shall be allowed at a Provisioning Center. 

8) A Provisioning Center shall not allow a physician to conduct a medical examination or issue a 

medical certification document on its premises for the purpose of obtaining a registry 

identification card. 

 

7. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Processor  

A Medical Marihuana Processor shall comply at all times with the following: 

1) A Medical Marihuana Processor shall comply at all times with the Acts and Administrative Rules, 

as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Processor shall have at all times a valid license from the State Medical 

Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Processor may only purchase marihuana from a grower and may only sell marihuana-infused 

products or marihuana to a Provisioning Center. 

4) A Processor may only transfer medical marihuana by means of a secure transporter. 

5) Until December 31, 2021, a Processor must have, or have as an active employee, an individual 

who has, a minimum of 2 years’ experience as a registered primary caregiver.   

6) A Processor may not be a registered primary caregiver and may not employ a registered primary 

caregiver. 

 

8. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter 

A Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter shall comply at all times with the following: 

1) A Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter shall comply at all times with the Acts and 

Administrative Rules, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter shall have at all times a valid license from the State 

Medical Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Secure Transporter may store and transport marihuana and money associated with the purchase 

or sale of marihuana between marihuana facilities for a fee upon request of a person with legal 

custody of that marihuana or money.   

4) A Secure Transporter may not transport to a registered qualifying patient or to a registered primary 

caregiver. 

5) No Secure Transporter or investor therein may have an interest in a Grower, Processor, 

Provisioning Center or Safety Compliance Facility. 

6) No Secure Transporter or investor therein may be a registered qualifying patient or a registered 

primary caregiver. 

7) A Secure Transporter is subject to administrative inspection by a law enforcement officer at any 

point during the transportation of marihuana to determine compliance with the act. 

 

9.  Regulations for Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility 

1) A Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility shall comply at all times with the Acts and 

Administrative Rules, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility shall have at all times a valid license from the 

State Medical Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Safety Compliance Facility may receive marihuana from, test marihuana for, and return 

marihuana to only a medical marihuana facility.   

4) A Safety Compliance Facility must be accredited or have a variance pursuant to the Acts. 
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5) No Safety Compliance Facility owner or investor may have an interest in a Grower, Secure 

Transporter, Processor, or Provisioning Center. 

6) A Safety Compliance Facility must have a secured laboratory space that cannot be accessed by the 

general public. 

 

10. License Required 

No Medical Marihuana Facility, whether proposed, or existing at time of enactment of this ordinance, 

shall be permitted within Acme Township unless such location shall have obtained a current License 

under this ordinance as follows: The exact location of a Facility used for the Medical Marihuana including 

the space within a building so used shall be clearly identified on the License; 

1) The License requirement applies to all Medical Marihuana Facilities that are proposed or existing 

on the effective date of this ordinance. 

2) Issuance of a License does not waive any other licensing and permitting requirement imposed by 

any other state or local law. 

3) A License shall be valid for the calendar year in which it is issued, unless revoked for violation(s), 

in which case it is considered to be null and void.   

4) No License is transferable or assignable to any other person or location 

 

11.  License Application  

Any License issued under this ordinance is specific to the licensed person and location. Any change in 

ownership in any manner and any change in location requires a new license. Applicants shall make 

application to the Zoning Administrator and applications shall include the following: 

1) The address and legal description of the premises which is to be used as a Medical Marihuana 

Facility. 

2) Describe the Facility, and all enclosed, locked areas within the Facility as required by Michigan 

law.  

3) If a Provisioning Center, describe all locations in the premises where the sale or transfer to a shall 

take place. 

4)  If a Grower, specify the Class under which the Grower seeks the license.  Include a statement 

attesting and consenting that all activities will be conducted so as not to create or permit trespass 

or spillage of dust, glare, sounds, noise, vibrations, fumes, odors, or light, onto neighboring 

properties, adjacent streets or public right of ways. 

5) Include a statement attesting and consenting that all artificial lighting must and will be shielded to 

prevent glare and light trespass and must not and will not be visible, from neighboring properties, 

adjacent streets or public right of ways. 

6) The name and address of all owners of the real property where the Medical Marihuana Facility is 

located, including a statement by each owner attesting to their knowledge, understanding, and 

approval of such activity upon their property. 

7) Name, address, and other contact information of all Applicants as defined above. A statement 

attesting whether an Applicant has been indicted for, charged with, arrested for, or convicted of, 

pled guilty or nolo contendere to, forfeited bail concerning any criminal offense under the laws of 

any jurisdiction, either felony or controlled substance related misdemeanor, not including traffic 

violations, regardless of whether the offense has been reversed on appeal or otherwise, including 

the date, the name and location of the court, arresting agency, and prosecuting agency, the case 

caption, the docket number, the offense, the disposition, and the location and length of 

incarceration. 
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8) Documentation demonstrating that the proposed Medical Marihuana Facility meets the 

requirements of all other local, state and federal ordinances and codes, including those for Metro 

Emergency Services and Grand Traverse County. 

9) Payment of a non-refundable License fee, which shall be determined by resolution of the Acme 

Township Board.  

 

12.  License Standards 

The standards for approval of all Medical Marihuana Facilities are as follows: 

1) The Facility complies with zoning. 

2)  A Medical Marihuana Grower’s Facility shall occur inside of an enclosed, locked facility within 

the confines of a building, and such activities shall occur only in locations not visible to the public 

and adjoining uses. 

3) The Application meets all requirements found in this Licensing Ordinance. 

4) An Applicant shall meet all requirements found in the Acts, including issuance of a State license. 

5) The Applicant has signed and sworn that the Applicant has not knowingly submitted an 

Application containing false information.  

 

13. Renewal or Amendment to License 

The same procedures for application for and issuance of a new License shall apply to renewal, or 

amendment, of an existing License, subject also to the following: 

1) To renew an existing License, the Licensee shall submit an application with full supporting 

documentation, in the same manner and degree as is required to apply for a new License, no 

sooner than ninety (90) days before the expiration date and no later than sixty (60) days before the 

expiration date. 

2) An amended application shall be submitted when there is a change in any information the 

applicant was required to provide in the most recent application on file. 

3) An application to change the location of an existing License shall require a new application, with 

full supporting documentation, must meet all requirements, and shall be processed in the same 

manner as provided for the issuance of a new License.  

4) The Applicant or existing Licensee has used the property or land in accordance with any prior 

approved application for that property. 

 

14. License Revocation 

1) A License issued under this ordinance shall be revoked for any of the following violations: 

a. Any person required to be named on the application for the License is convicted of or 

found responsible for violation of any provision of this ordinance; 

b. The application contains any misrepresentation or omission of any material fact, or false or 

misleading information, or the applicant has provided Acme Township with any other false 

or misleading information; 

c. Marihuana is transferred or otherwise Distributed on the premises in violation of this 

ordinance or any other applicable state of local law, rule or regulation; 

d. The Facility is operated or is operating in violation of the specifications of the License, or 

any additional applicable conditions or approvals from Acme Township, Grand Traverse 

County, or the State of Michigan. 

 

2) The procedure for revocation shall be as follows: 
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a. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a notice to the Licensee, in writing through certified 

mail, that the Township intends to revoke the License. 

b. The Licensee may request a hearing before the Township Board to show cause as to why 

the License should not be revoked within fourteen (14) days of service of the notice.   

c. If a hearing is timely requested, then the Zoning Administrator shall inform the Licensee, 

and Township Board of the time and place of the hearing.   

d. The Licensee may present evidence and reasons arguing why the License should not be 

revoked.  The Township Board shall review and either revoke the License or allow the 

License to continue. 

 

15. Revocation Not Exclusive Penalty 

Nothing in this ordinance shall be deemed to prohibit Acme Township from imposing other penalties 

authorized by this code or other ordinances, including filing a public nuisance action or any other legal 

action in a court of competent jurisdiction.  

 

16. Civil Infraction 

Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to 

be responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute which shall be punishable 

by a civil fine for each violation in accordance with the schedule set forth herein, along with costs which 

may include all expenses, direct or indirect, which the Township incurs in connection with the municipal 

civil infraction. A violator of this ordinance shall also be subject to such additional sanctions and judicial 

orders as are authorized under Michigan law. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a 

separate violation of this ordinance. The Acme Township Zoning Administrator may issue appearance 

ticket citations for violations of this ordinance. The provisions of this ordinance may also be enforced by 

suit for injunctive relief.  

 

17. Civil Fines for Municipal Infractions 

Civil fines for municipal civil infractions under this ordinance shall be assessed in accordance with the 

following schedule: 

         Fine and Suspension 

1st violation within a 3-year period     $ 500.00 

2nd violation within a 3-year period     $1000.00   

3rd violation within a 3-year period     $2000.00  

 

18. Severability 

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, sentence, word, 

section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by any court of competent 

jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of this ordinance other than said part or portion thereof. 
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To: Acme Township Board of Trustees  

From: Shawn Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

CC: Jeff Jocks, Counsel 

Date: September 25, 2017 

Re:  Short-Term Rental Ordinance (v5) 
              
 
After the comments and discussions made at the last Board meeting, and a follow-up meeting with 
Jeff Jocks and Jay Zollinger, the draft short-term rental ordinance has been modified and enclosed 
(v5) in this memo.   The intent and purpose of each article as summarized in my July 25, 2017 memo 
(for the August Board meeting) remain the same. Below is a list of items that have been amended in 
this most recent draft version 
 

• Section 2.1(h) was added to state that rental permit numbers must be including on all 
advertising posts. 

• Section 2.14 was added to require that all standards related to fire safety are met. 
• Section 3.1 was added to state that tourist homes shall be allowed in all zoning districts. The 

Board may want to consider limiting the operation of tourist homes to single family 
dwellings, as is proposed with vacation rentals in Section 4.1. All subsequent Sections in 
Article 3 have been renumbered accordingly. 

• Section 3.4(d) was modified to establish a limit of fifty (50) tourist home permits will be 
issued in the Township.  

• Section 3.4(e) was modified to reflect the permit renewal system based on a limited number 
of tourist home permits. The language reflects what is stated in Section 4.3(e) related to 
vacation homes. 

• Section 4.1 was added to limit the location of vacation home rentals to the agricultural 
district, the commercial districts, and the residential districts on lots that have a minimum 
size of five (5) acres. Furthermore, the Section states that vacation homes shall only be 
allowed in the single family dwellings. All subsequent Sections in Article 4 have been 
renumbered accordingly.  

• Section 4.3(d) was modified to establish a limit of fifty (50) vacation home permits issued in 
the Township. 

• Section 5.2(a)(1)(iv) changed “Fourth Violation” to “Subsequent Violations” 
• Section 5.2(a)(2)(iii) changed “Third Violation” to “Subsequent Violations” 

 
Additional considerations will need to be made regarding the permit fee for both tourist homes and 
vacation homes, and what information should be included on the application form. I will attend the 
October Board meeting to answer any questions you may have.  
 
 
 
sjw  

MEMORANDUM 
Planning and Zoning 

6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 
Phone: (231) 938-1350   Fax: (231) 938-1510   Web: www.acmetownship.org 
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TOWNSHIP OF ACME 1 
GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 2 

 3 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL ORDINANCE 4 

ORDINANCE NO: 2017-01 5 
 6 

ARTICLE 1: OVERVIEW 7 

 8 

Section 1.1: Title 9 

This Ordinance shall be known as the Acme Township Short-Term Rental Ordinance, referenced within as 10 
“Ordinance”. 11 

 12 

Section 1.2:  Findings 13 

The Acme Township Board of Trustees declares the following findings:  14 

a. The Township staff, elected and appointed officials have received complaints involving excess 15 
noise, litter, disorderly conduct, overcrowding, traffic, congestion, parking, and safety associated 16 
with short-term rentals. 17 

b. The transitory nature of occupants of short-term rentals makes continued enforcement and 18 
administration of existing ordinances against the occupants difficult. 19 

c. Short-term rentals provide a community benefit by contributing to a variety of lodging facilities 20 
for guests to utilize, supporting the local economy by increasing the number of visitors to the area, 21 
and assisting owners of short-term rentals by providing revenue which may be used for 22 
maintenance upgrades and deferred costs.  23 

d. The Township wishes to preserve and maintain the residential character of the community and 24 
quality of life for all residents. 25 

e. The provisions of this Ordinance are necessary to prevent the continued burden placed upon 26 
county and township services and impacts on residents posed by short-term rentals. 27 

 28 

Section 1.3:  Purpose 29 

This Ordinance is intended to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of all the 30 
citizens of Acme Township by requiring the registration and permitting of short-term renting of single-31 
family and duplex dwelling units. 32 

 33 

Section 1.4:  Applicability 34 

All requirements, regulations and standards imposed by this Ordinance are intended to apply in addition 35 
to any other applicable requirements, regulations and standards imposed elsewhere in other ordinances 36 
of the Township, including the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance. Further, this Ordinance does not affect 37 
additional requirements placed on use of property (or a portion thereof) imposed by deeds, associations 38 
or rental agreements. 39 
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Section 1.5:  Definitions 1 

Bedroom: A separate room with a door, closet, and window that is used or intended to be used 2 
specifically for sleeping purposes.  A bedroom must be a habitable space not be less than seventy 3 
(70) square feet, not less than seven (7) feet in one dimension, not located in an attic or basement 4 
without egress meeting standards in applicable building, residential and fire codes, and not a room 5 
by design intended to serve another purpose such as a kitchen, dining area, den, family rooms or 6 
living rooms.   7 

Dwelling Unit: A building or portion thereof designed exclusively for residential occupancy by one 8 
family, and having cooking facilities. 9 

Dwelling, Duplex: A single building with two dwelling units designed for or occupied exclusively by 10 
two families living independent of each other. 11 

Dwelling, Single-Family: A detached dwelling unit designed for the exclusive occupancy by a single 12 
family. 13 

Extenuating Circumstances: Conditions under which a violation of this Ordinance has occurred that 14 
may include a) committed by a non-renter and the renter(s) attempted to prevent or halt the 15 
violation, b) resulted from an act of nature, c) other circumstances that the property owner or local 16 
agent could not reasonably anticipate and prevent, and could not reasonably control.  17 

Good Visitor Guidelines: A document prepared by the Township Zoning Administrator that includes:  18 

1. A summary of the following Acme Township Ordinances and all applicable penalties:  19 

a. Consumer Fireworks Ordinance [2016-01] 20 

b. Fire Prevention Ordinance [2015-01] 21 

c. Refuse Collection Ordinance [2011-01]  22 

d. Junk Ordinance [2005-04] 23 

e. Noise Ordinance [2005-03]  24 

f. Trespass Ordinance [87-2] 25 

2. A reminder that the short-term rental may be operating in a residential neighborhood and 26 
that the neighbors may not be vacationing. 27 

3. A reminder that the short-term rental may be operating in an agricultural district and that 28 
necessary agricultural activities may take place that are protected under the Michigan Right 29 
to Farm Act (Public Act 93 of the Public Acts of 1981)  30 

4. A statement informing the occupant(s) that neighboring property owners may contact the 31 
local agent, sheriff’s department, Township, or Township designee to report any issues 32 
relating to the property.  33 

Local Agent: An individual designated to oversee the short-term rental of a dwelling unit in 34 
accordance with this Ordinance. The local agent shall respond to calls from renters, concerned 35 
citizens, and representatives of the Township, live or maintain a place of business within thirty (30) 36 
miles of the dwelling unit, be available twenty-four (24) hours a day while the short-term rental 37 
property is occupied, and respond within sixty (60) minutes to any issues that may arise. A property 38 
owner who meets these criteria may be the local agent.  39 
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Occupant: Any individual living in, sleeping in, or having possession of a dwelling unit, or portion 1 
thereof pursuant to a rental agreement. This does not include children under the age of five (5) or 2 
guests who are visiting between the hours of 8:00 am and 11:00 pm. 3 

Owner: The person or entity that holds legal or equitable title to the property (or portion thereof) 4 
used as a short-term rental.  5 

Parking Space: An improved, designated area on the property where a short-term rental operates 6 
that is legally available for the occupants to park motorized vehicles and trailers. This may include 7 
garages, carports, parking bays and driveways. This does not include yards and street right-of-ways. 8 

Short-Term Rental: The commercial use of renting a dwelling unit, or portion thereof, for a period of 9 
time less than thirty-one (31) consecutive calendar days.  This does not include approved bed and 10 
breakfast establishments, hotels/motels, tenant housing, or campgrounds.  11 

Special Event: Outdoor parties, lawn parties, weddings, family reunions, bachelor/bachelorette 12 
parties, or other similar gatherings that exceed the maximum number of occupants allowed.  13 

Tourist Home: A short-term rental operation in which a portion of a dwelling unit is rented out where 14 
the owner of the property resides full-time in the dwelling unit and is primarily present at the time 15 
of occupation.   16 

Vacation Home: A short-term rental operation in which the entire dwelling unit is rented out without 17 
the property owner residing at the dwelling unit at the time of occupation.   18 

 19 

Section 1.6:  Severability 20 

If any section, provision, or clause of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or 21 
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining portions or application of this 22 
Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid portion or application. 23 

 24 

 25 

ARTICLE 2: GENERAL STANDARDS 26 

The following standards shall apply to all short-term rentals: 27 

 28 

Section 2.1:  Permit 29 

All short-term rentals shall be required to register with, and be permitted by the Township. Permits shall:  30 

a. Be valid for one calendar year, 31 

b. Be required for each short-term rental unit,  32 

c. Be issued prior to advertising a short-term rental, 33 

d. Not transfer with the sale of the property, or be transferred from one property to another. 34 

e. Be displayed on the front door, or in a prominent location on the façade or nearby window not 35 
more than five (5) feet from the front door, measured from the edge of the door frame, 36 

f. Display the maximum number of occupants allowed,  37 
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g. Display the contact information for the local agent and Township, or Township designee. 1 

h. The short-term rental permit number shall be posted and clearly evident on any and all 2 
advertisements related to the short-term rental of a property. 3 

 4 

Section 2.2:  Exceptions and Exemptions 5 

A dwelling unit does not need a short-term rental permit as required in this Ordinance when the 6 
occupancy of the dwelling unit occurs under the following circumstances: 7 

a. Family occupancy. Any member of a family (and that family member’s guests) may occupy a 8 
dwelling as long as any other member of that family is the owner of the dwelling or dwelling unit. 9 
Family occupancy also exempts guest houses or similarly separate dwelling units located on the 10 
same premises as the owner's domicile, when occupied by family guests, exchange students, 11 
visiting clergy, medical caregivers, and child care givers, without compensation to the owner. 12 

b. House-sitting. During the temporary absence of the owner and owner's family the owner may 13 
permit non-owner occupancy of the premises, without compensation to the owner, without a 14 
short-term rental permit.  15 

c. Dwelling sales. Occupancy by a prior owner after the sale of a dwelling under a rental agreement. 16 

d.  Estate representative. Occupancy by a personal representative, trustee, or guardian of the estate 17 
and his family, with or without compensation.  18 

e. Limited Duration – Any dwelling unit that is rented on a short-term basis for fourteen (14) or less 19 
days per calendar year.  20 

 21 

Section 2.3:  Local Agent 22 

Each owner of a short-term rental shall designate a local agent meeting the criteria as defined in this 23 
Ordinance who has access to and authority to assume management of the short-term rental and take 24 
remedial measures.   25 

 26 

Section 2.4: Good Visitor Guidelines:  27 

A copy of the Good Visitor Guidelines established by the Township shall be provided to all occupants for 28 
review and remain on premises. 29 

 30 

Section 2.5:  Refuse and Recyclables  31 

The storage and disposal of all refuse and recyclables shall meet the following:  32 

a. All refuse and recyclables shall be stored in a container with a tight-fitting lid approved by the 33 
waste hauler.  34 

b. Refuse and recyclable containers shall be placed in front of the premise for pick up only on the 35 
day designated by the waste hauler.   36 

 37 

 38 
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Section 2.6:  Pets 1 

All pets shall be confined on the property or on a leash at all times.  Pets that cause frequent or long 2 
continued noise that disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity shall be found in violation 3 
of this ordinance. 4 

 5 

Section 2.7:  Wastewater  6 

The owner shall maintain a properly functioning septic system per the Acme Township Uniform Septage 7 
Control Ordinance (2004-2), or sewer connection per the Grand Traverse County Public Works 8 
Department Uniform Sewer Use Ordinance (1994, as amended). 9 

 10 

Section 2.8:  Parking 11 

All parking by the occupants and guests of a short-term rental shall only park in designated parking spaces 12 
as defined by this Ordinance.  13 

 14 

Section 2.9:  Fireworks 15 

The discharge of consumer fireworks is prohibited except on the day before, the day of, and the day after 16 
a National Holiday between the hours of 8:00 am and 1:00 am. Furthermore, the use of untethered sky 17 
lanterns shall be prohibited in Acme Township. 18 

 19 

Section 2.10:  Noise 20 

No person within the Township shall cause a noise or disturbance, which is defined as sound created by 21 
human activity with or without the use of any device, which by reason of its volume, intensity, location, 22 
or time of day impairs the health, welfare, or peace of another person of normal human sensibilities. This 23 
includes, but is not limited to, the following prohibited acts:  24 

a. The playing of any radio, television, phonograph, or other sound reproduction device, or musical 25 
instrument in such a manner or at such a volume as to be sufficiently audible to unreasonably 26 
annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of persons in the vicinity.  27 

b. The keeping of any animal or bird which, by causing frequent or long continued noise, shall 28 
unreasonably disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity.  29 

c. The use of any motor vehicle, including motorcycles, in such a manner as to create an 30 
unreasonably disturbing noise, including but not limited to, the screeching of tires and the 31 
discharge into the open air of exhaust from the engine without a sufficient muffler.  32 

d. Shouting or other raucous or boisterous behavior for an unreasonable length of time. 33 

 34 

Section 2.11:  Signage 35 

Signage advertising the existence of a short-term rental is prohibited.  36 

 37 

 38 
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Section 2.12: Events 1 

Special events are not permitted. 2 

 3 

Section 2.13:  Recreational Vehicles 4 

Recreational vehicles shall not be used on the property by occupants or the property owner while a short-5 
term rental is being occupied.   6 

 7 

Section 2.14: Fire Safety 8 

All short-term rental operations shall meet the necessary safety standards established by Grand Traverse 9 
Metro Fire Department, including but not limited to smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors and 10 
fire extinguishers.  11 

 12 

 13 

ARTICLE 3: TOURIST HOME STANDARDS 14 

In addition to the General Standards in Article 2, the following standards shall apply to all tourist home 15 
short-term rentals: 16 

 17 

Section 3.1: Allowable Locations 18 

Tourist homes shall be permitted in all zoning districts. 19 

  20 

Section 3.2:  Maximum Occupancy 21 

The maximum occupancy of any tourist home shall be based on the number of bedrooms, whereas: 22 

a. A maximum of two (2) occupants per bedroom shall be allowed, 23 

b. A maximum of three (3) bedrooms shall be rented to occupants of a tourist home.  24 

The property owner shall inform the Township of any renovations or additions to the tourist home that 25 
will result in an increase in the maximum occupancy. 26 

 27 

Section 3.3:  Owner Occupancy 28 

The owner of the tourist home shall have their legal residence established at the location of the operation, 29 
and be living in the dwelling unit and present overnight at the time occupants are staying on the property.   30 

 31 

Section 3.4:  Application 32 

a. Responsibility – It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a tourist home to register the 33 
operation and obtain a permit from the Township.  34 

b. Application – The owner shall truthfully provide and certify as true the following on a form 35 
prepared and supplied by the Township: 36 
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1. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the owner of the tourist home. 1 

2. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the designated local agent. 2 

3. The number of bedrooms in the tourist home intended to be used by occupants. 3 

4. A sketch of designated parking spaces.   4 

5. An affidavit signed by the owner acknowledging the provisions of this Ordinance, and all 5 
applicable local and state laws.  6 

c. Fee – An application for a tourist home permit under this Ordinance shall be accompanied by a 7 
fee in the amount established by resolution of the Acme Township Board.  There shall be no 8 
proration of fees.  Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the Township Zoning 9 
Administrator.   10 

d. Number of Permits – The number of tourist home permits issued annually by the Township 11 
through application shall not exceed fifty (50).  Permittees that have a valid permit and are in 12 
good standing with the Township shall have first priority in receiving a permit for the following 13 
calendar year.  The remaining balance of permits may be issued to applicants who have submitted 14 
a complete application.  If the number of applications, including renewal applications, exceeds  15 
fifty (50), then the Township will conduct a lottery to determine which of the new applicants shall 16 
receive a permit.    17 

e. Renewal – All tourist home permits shall expire on December 31st of the calendar year they are 18 
issued.  The owner of a permitted tourist home may reapply for the next calendar year at any 19 
point between October 1st and October 31st. All renewal permits shall be issued by November 15th. 20 
The number of permittees that have not submitted an application for renewal by October 31st 21 
shall have their permit added to the balance of permits available to new applicants and may apply 22 
as a new applicant.  23 

 24 

 25 

ARTICLE 4: VACATION HOME STANDARDS 26 

In addition to the General Standards in Article 2, the following standards shall apply to all vacation home 27 
short-term rentals: 28 

 29 

Section 4.1: Allowable Locations 30 

Vacation homes shall be allowed only in single family dwellings in the agricultural zoning district, 31 
commercial zoning districts, and residential districts provided the residential parcel is a minimum of five 32 
(5) acres. 33 

 34 

Section 4.2:  Maximum Occupancy  35 

The maximum allowed occupancy of a vacation home shall not exceed the lesser of: 36 

a. Two (2) occupants per bedroom, or 37 

b. For parcels under ten (10) acres in size the occupancy shall not exceed ten (10) occupants, or 38 

c. For parcels of ten (10) acres or more the occupancy shall not exceed fourteen (14) occupants.   39 
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The property owner shall inform the Township of any renovations or additions to the vacation home that 1 
will result in an increased in the maximum occupancy. 2 

 3 

Section 4.3: Application 4 

a. Responsibility – It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a vacation home to register the 5 
operation and obtain a permit from the Township.  6 

b. Application – The owner shall truthfully provide and certify as true the following on a form 7 
prepared and supplied by the Township: 8 

1. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the owner of the vacation home. 9 

2. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the designated local agent. 10 

3. The number of bedrooms in the vacation home intended to be used by occupants. 11 

4. A description of the property that states the number of acres. 12 

5. A sketch of designated parking spaces.   13 

6. An affidavit signed by the owner acknowledging the provisions of this Ordinance, and all 14 
applicable local and state laws.  15 

c. Fee – An application for a vacation home permit under this Ordinance shall be accompanied by a 16 
fee in the amount established by resolution of the Acme Township Board.  There shall be no 17 
proration of fees.  Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the Township Zoning 18 
Administrator.   19 

d. Number of Permits – The number of vacation home permits issued annually by the Township 20 
through application shall not exceed fifty (50).  Permittees that have a valid permit and are in 21 
good standing with the Township shall have first priority in receiving a permit for the following 22 
calendar year.  The remaining balance of permits may be issued to applicants who have submitted 23 
a complete application.  If the number of applications, including renewal applications, exceeds  24 
fifty (50), then the Township will conduct a lottery to determine which of the new applicants shall 25 
receive a permit.    26 

e. Renewal – All vacation home permits shall expire on December 31st of the calendar year they are 27 
issued.  The owner of a permitted vacation home may reapply for the next calendar year at any 28 
point between October 1st and October 31st. All renewal permits shall be issued by November 15th. 29 
The number of permittees that have not submitted an application for renewal by October 31st 30 
shall have their permit added to the balance of permits available to new applicants and may apply 31 
as a new applicant.  32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 
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ARTICLE 5: VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 1 

 2 

Section 5.1:  Violations 3 

a. Violations – Any violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, or any other applicable local, state, 4 
or federal ordinance shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance. Each day a violation continues 5 
shall constitute a separate violation. 6 

b. Nuisance Per Se – A violation of this Ordinance shall be a nuisance per se.  The Township shall 7 
have the right to commence a municipal civil action to enforce compliance with this Ordinance. 8 

c. Administration – The Acme Township Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue all permits under 9 
this Ordinance and is also authorized to issue civil infraction violations notices and/or civil 10 
infraction citations for violations of this Ordinance.  11 

   12 

Section 5.2: Penalties 13 

a. Penalties – the following penalties shall apply for violating this Ordinance: 14 

1. Short-Term Rental Without a Permit 15 

i. First Violation – The first violation in a calendar year shall result in a Notice of 16 
Violation delivered to the property owner through certified mail. 17 

ii. Second Violation – The second violation in the same calendar year shall result in 18 
a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $750. 19 

iii. Third Violation – The third violation in the same calendar year shall result in a 20 
municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $1,500. 21 

iv. Subsequent Violations – Subsequent violations in the same calendar year shall 22 
result in municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $5,000 and/or 90 days in jail. 23 

2. All Other Violations 24 

i. First Violation – The first violation in a calendar year shall result in a Notice of 25 
Violation delivered to the property owner through certified mail. 26 

ii. Second Violation – The second violation in the same calendar year shall result in 27 
a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $500. 28 

iii. Subsequent Violations – Subsequent violations in the same calendar year shall 29 
result in a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $1,000. 30 

 31 

b. Revocation – The Township may revoke a short-term rental permit for any dwelling unit for the 32 
reasons below and through the subsequent procedure: 33 

1. Requirements for Revocation – A short-term rental permit may be revoked if at least three 34 
(3) separate violation incidents, occurring of three (3) separate days, within a calendar 35 
year.   36 
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2. Revocation Procedure – Upon a determination by the Zoning Administrator that the short-1 
term rental permit of a dwelling is subject to revocation, the following procedure shall be 2 
in effect: 3 

i. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a notice to the property owner and local 4 
agent, in writing through certified mail, that the Township intends to revoke the 5 
short-term rental permit. 6 

ii. The property owner or local agent may request a hearing before the Township 7 
Board to show cause as to why the short-term rental permit should not be 8 
revoked within fourteen (14) days of service of the notice.   9 

iii. If a hearing is timely requested, then the Zoning Administrator shall inform the 10 
property owner and/or local agent, and Township Board of the time and place of 11 
the hearing.   12 

iv. The property owner and/or local agent may present evidence at the hearing that 13 
the violations of this Ordinance were due to extenuating circumstances. If the 14 
Township Board finds the violations to be due to extenuating circumstances, then 15 
they may elect to waive the revocation.  Otherwise, the revocation of the short-16 
term rental permit shall become effective. 17 

3. Duration – Upon revocation of a short-term rental permit, a property owner may not 18 
reapply for a new short-term rental permit for the dwelling at that address, or any 19 
additional dwellings in Acme Township, for a period of thirty six (36) months.  20 

4. Subsequent Revocations – Any property owner who has had a short-term rental permit 21 
revoked twice for the same short-term rental shall be permanently prohibited from 22 
operating a short-term rental at that location.  Furthermore, the property owner shall be 23 
prohibited from applying for any additional, new short-term rentals in the Township.  If 24 
the property owner has other short-term rentals permitted in good standing in the 25 
Township at the time of the prohibition, then the property owner shall be allowed to 26 
reapply for a permit for those existing short-term rentals. 27 
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