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     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, September 6, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, G.LaPointe, P. Scott, D.White, J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: None 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

            

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
           Zollinger stated  Pete Correia, Peninsula Township Supervisor, passed away September 5, 2016, after 

             a struggle with cancer. 

.                      

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger asked to add two items to New Business #6 Discussion on 401 plan for the Township and #7 Bayside 

Park. 

 

Motion by White, seconded by Aukerman to approve the agenda with the addition of two items under New 

Business #6 Discussion on 401 plan for the Township and #7 Bayside Park  Motion carried by unanimous 

vote. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES 08/09/16 

 

Motion byLaPointe, seconded by Dye to approve the 08/09/16 Board minutes as presented. 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

                   

D.     INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

     

  E.      REPORTS:  

1. Clerk – Dye 

Dye commented that our annual audit was recently completed. A report will be given at the December 

Board meeting. 

2. Parks – Henkel monthly update Received and filed, Progress report #1 to Great Lakes Fishery Trust provided 

by Trustee, Aukerman. Received and filed. 

Zollinger reviewed the maintenance recommendations to get through the Winter.  Henkle is planning on 

retiring on September 28, 2016. Some of the recommendations are to  have TNT our present contractor who 

does mowing at Bayside Park to mow both cemeteries this fall, do fall cleanup in both cemeteries and also do 

the snow removal for 2016/17 snow season.  Metro fire will pick up the snow removal at the station and all 

water points. LaMott, our summer parks help will work additional hours getting the township ready for 

winter.  We thank Tom Henkle for all the years of service to Acme Township and Parks maintenance.  We 

wish him well in his retirement. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by LaPointe to accept the maintenance recommendations as presented. 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

             3.    Legal Counsel – Received and filed 

4. Sherriff –  Zollinger introduced the new community police officer, Brian Potter. 

5. County - Received and filed 

6. Roads – Marc McKeller – No report 

 

F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None 
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        hBoard f disssion             will te one Resoluti later on the agenda. 

             

 G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the a 

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  

Draft unapproved meeting minutes 

1.     Planning Commission 08/08/16 

2.     Parks and Trail 08/12/16 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          a.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $3,044.77 and Current to be approved of $97,324.17 

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

  H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

             LaPointe requested the Treasurer’s report to be removed. 

 

             Motion by Jenema, seconded by White to approve the Consent Calendar with the removal of the 

             Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

                           

             LaPointe asked about the $20,401/PA 48 Twp Imp (SAD).  Jenema stated that a previous Board had set the 

             monies aside for Special Assessment District (SAD).  This fund was used in the Holiday Hills SAD. It will no 

             longer be listed on the Treasurer’s Addendum report. 

 

             Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Zollinger to strike this information from the Treasurer’s report. Motion 

             carried by unanimous vote. 

 

             Motion by LaPointe, seconded by White to approve the Treasurer’s report with the removal of the $20,401 

             SAD.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

                              

I.    CORRESPONDENCE: None 

  

J.     PUBLIC HEARING: Metro Fire 2017 Budget and Resolution  
             Robin Ehardt was present from Metro Fire to address any questions or issues on the Metro Fire budget. 

 

             Public Comment opened at 7:55 pm/Closed at 7:56 pm with no comments being made. 

               

             Board discussion followed. 

 

              Motion by Jenema, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2016-34 Establishing Emergency 

              Services Special Assessment Levy for 2016 as presented with .15 tenths of mills paid from General Fund 

              and due in May of 2017 with 2.20 mills leveled on Tax base. Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

     

K.    NEW BUSINESS: 

1.  DPW 2017 Acme budget discussion 

The DPW, upon recommendation of its staff and Finance committee submitted the proposal for the 2017 

Budget for the administration, operation and maintenance of the Acme Township Sewer System. Discussion 

followed. 

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by White to approve the 2017 Sewer Budget as presented.   Motion 

carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
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2.     Resolution R-2016-35 Establishing the Monarch Butterfly as the State insect 

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema to approve Resolution R-2016-35 establishing the Monarch 

Butterfly as the State insect.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

3.      Minor change to a plat – Zollinger 

Zollinger stated that a property owner will be asking the Board to approve a minor change to a plat.  There is a 

portion of Lot 5 of Northpointe subdivision that would be added to Lot 9 of Weathering Heights subdivision 

and a portion of Lot 9 of Weathering Heights subdivision that would be added to Lot 5 of Northpointe.  A 

survey was provided to the Board. 

 

Motion by Scott, seconded by White, to approve the adjustment of the lot lines in the Northpointe and 

Weathering Heights subdivisions as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

4.       Bayside Park Bunker hill parking recommendation from Parks & Trails committee 

 The committee  is recommending that in 2017 and forward only car parking will be allowed.  No trailers. 

 

  Motion  by LaPointe, seconded by White to provide the provisions to inforce no trailer parking at the 

  Bunker Hill boat launch.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

5.       Continuing discussion from August Board meeting regarding township cemeteries 

 Dye stated that the Township has the capacity to expand our cemeteries.   

 

Motion by Scott, seconded by LaPointe, to amend the Township Cemetery Ordinance to allow non-   

residents to  purchase plots for $600.00 at Acme or Yuba cemeteries.  Motion carried by unanimous 

vote. 

 

6.       Resolution for implement of Acme retirement benefit plan to Burham & Flower/ Nationwide financial 

Dye stated in a memo that our current Third Party administrator is Lovasco.  It has been a challenge to work    

with them regarding work flow and plan management.  Zollinger and Dye have met with three firms.  It is  

recommended to pursue Burnham & Flower. 

 

Motion by Scott, seconded by Jenema to approve Resolution R-2016-36 for implement of Acme 

retirement benefit plan to Nationwide Financial serviced by Burham & Flower.  Motion carried by 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

7.        Bayside Park cost update for Fall 2016 - Jenema 

  Jenema provided a Bayside Park cost update for 2016. Discussion followed. It was approved to do option #6 

  with Supervisor, Zollinger, being able to spend up to $64,920.00. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by Dye, to approve Option #6 in the proposed Bayside Park update.    

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

   

                        

    L.     OLD BUSINESS:   

1.   MDOT response to a left turn on US-31 and M-72 

                       In a memo from MDOT on a recently completed left turn phasing evaluation for the intersection of US-31  

                       and M-72 as requested by the Acme Township Board earlier this year the results of the evaluation indicate 

                       the criteria for left turn phasing is not met.  At this time MDOT will be changing some of the pavement 

                       markings at the intersection  in hopes of enhancing the left turn movement. 

                      

2.   Update of grant status, 2%, DNR Trust fund application 2016 

Zollinger commented that the Township did not receive any funding in the June 2016 2% Tribal cycle.     

Also we are still waiting for reimbursement from the DNR Waterways grant. 
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3.   Resolution on paving Yuba road/Acme Twp portion 

                        

                       Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to entered into the agreement with Road Commission to  

                       fund construction cost of paving Yuba Road.  Motion carried by unanimously roll call vote. 

 

                       Motion by Scott, seconded by White to approve Resolution R-2016-37 moving funds from PA48 

                       Metro Road funds 101 to Sayler Park Boat launch 401.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote, 

                 

4.   Resolution on monies being loan to 401 capital fund until DNR waterways grants rebates are 

         received in Township. 

  

Motion by Dye, seconded by Jenema to approve Resolution R-2016-38 providing a loan from 101    

Fund to 401 Fund to help cash flow until reimbursements are received from the Waterways grants. 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 

               PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: 

               Trustee, Aukerman, began a discussion on having a “Honor System” at the new Sayler Park Boat launch.  A 

               honesty box would be posted for a possible $5.00 donation.  Discussion followed.  Aukerman will do some more 

               research and come back to the Board at a later date. 

         

               ADJOURN AT  9:45 pm 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

- 

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, September 6, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

C.       APPROVAL OF  BOARD MINUTES 08/09/16 

 

D.         INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

E.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks – Zollinger 

               c,    Legal Counsel – J. Jocks 

               d.    Sheriff – Brian Potter 

               e.    County -Carol Crawford 

               f.     Roads - Marc Mc Keller 

 

F.     SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

        together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

        discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.   Treasurer’s Report  

b.   Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet  

c.   Metro Fire newsletter 

d.   Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                        1.    Planning Commission 08/08/16 

                        2.    Parks & Trails 08/12/16 

               2.     APPROVAL: 

1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $3,044.77  and Current to be approved of  

 $97,324.17 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        

3.        



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 

I. CORRESPONDENCE:  

          

J.          PUBLIC HEARING: Metro Fire 2017 Budget and Resolution 

 

K. NEW BUSINESS: 

             1.       DPW 2017 Acme Budget discussion  

             2.       Resolution R-2016- Establishing the Monarch Butterfly as the State Insect   

             3.       Minor change to a plat – Zollinger 

 4.       Bayside Park Bunker hill Parking recommendation from Parks &Trails committee. 

             5.       Continuing discussion from August Board meeting regarding township cemeteries 

 

L.         OLD BUSINESS: 

1. MDOT response to a left turn on US-31 and M-72 

2.          Update of grant status, 2%, DNR Trust fund application 2016 

3.  Resolution on Paving Yuba Road ,Acme TWP portion. 

4. Resolution on moneys for 401 capital fund, until DNR Waterways grants rebates are 

received in Township 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, August 9, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, G.LaPointe, P. Scott, J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: D. White 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

            

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
           Jim Redman, 4656 Arthur Ct, President of the Sweetwater Evening Garden Club, stated that there will be a 

           Blue Star Memorial dedication on Saturday, October 22, 2016, at 2:00 pm.  This is a tribute to the Armed Forces. 

           Redman thanked Zollinger for the help in preparing to do this. 

 

            C. Abernethy, 4313 Westridge Dr, expressed appreciation for the newly expanded Bunker Hill boat launch but 

            stated she was concerned about the safety of the boat trailers getting in and out.  Jet skiers not always courteous of 

            others. 

 

             M. Gill, 4313 Westridge Dr, read a letter into the record which is attached to the minutes. 

                      

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger asked to ask to Old Business #2 Repaving of Yuba Road 

 

Motion by Aukerman, seconded by Jenema to approve the agenda with the addition to Old Business.  

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES 07/05/16 

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Dye to approve the 07/05/16 Board minutes as presented. 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

                   

D.     INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

     

  E.      REPORTS:  

1. Clerk – Dye 

Dye stated that recent primary election was down in voter turnout.  The annual township audit will begin 

Monday, August 15, 2016.  

2.    Parks – Henkel   Received and filed 

       Zollinger stated that Henkel will be retiring at the end of September.  Board will look into options for 

       replacing Henkel. 

             3.    Legal Counsel – Received and filed 

4. Sherriff –  Received and filed 

5. County – Carol Crawford – Received and filed 

6. Roads – Marc McKeller – No report 

 

F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS:  

1.     Metro Fire proposed 2017 budget timeline – Parker 

                        Parker presented the Metro 2017 to the Board. It is proposed to be 2.35 mils for Metro Fire. A public 

                        hearing and final approval will be in September. 
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2.     Acme Trails presentation – Kushman/Winter 

          Presentation is attached to the minutes 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

               G.Hermach , 4154 Williamston Ct, would like to see the completion of the gap in the Tart Trails.  Bike riding 

               on Bunker Hill east of David St is not safe. There are not any shoulders, the road is in terrible condition and the 

               posted speed limit is 55 mph.  Hermach would also like to see signs directing to the Meijer center. 

 

               L. Goldstien/J. Heiam, 3947 Havenhill Lane, offered endorsement and support of the proposed Acme connector 

               trail.                    

 

               J. Heffner, 4050 Bayberry Ln, asked when the tunnel from the Resort will be functional. 

 

               Public comment closed at 8:13 pm 

                

               Zollinger returned to the Board for discussion. Board will vote on Resolutions later on the agenda, to support  

               Acme Tart Trails connector and Tart Trail to Charlevoix. to the Board for discussion 

             ard will vote on the Resolutions later on the agenda. 

             

 G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the a 

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  

Draft unapproved meeting minutes 

1.     Planning Commission 07/15/16 

2.     Parks and Trail 07/15/16 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          a.          Accounts Payable Prepaid of $7,491.57 and Current to be approved of $242,998.75 

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

  H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

             Dye asked for the Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure and Balance reports to be removed.   

             

            Motion by Jenema, seconded by  Scott to approve the Consent calendar as presented with the removal of 

            the Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure and Balance sheets report.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

             Dye wanted the Board to be aware that some items that appear on the reports this evening may change with the 

             Audit scheduled to begin on August 15, 2016.   

 

            Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema to approve the Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure and Balance sheets 

            As presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
                       

I.    CORRESPONDENCE: 

1.   Email dated 08/01/16 from Teri Gustafson regarding Tart Trails  

2.   Email dated 08/03/16 from Ann DeVogel regarding Tart Trails 

3.   Email dated 08/03/16 from John Robert Williams regarding Tart Trails 

4.   Email dated 08/03/16 from Mike Dyemo regarding Tart Trails 

5.   Email dated 08/03/16 from Jennifer Jones regarding Tart Trails 

6.   Emails received after posting of agenda and packet 

  

J.     PUBLIC HEARING: Food trucks police power ordinance 

            Winter stated that Ordinance 2016-02 establishes a police power ordinance regulating mobile food vending 
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            (i.e. food trucks) in the Township.  The Board received the draft language at the June 7, 2016 meeting and were 

            asked to send any comments or concerns to Winter, for which none were received.  At the July 5, 2016, Board 

            meeting it was requested a proposed fee amount to accompany the application and permit.  Based on a review of  

            jurisdictions in the region that allow food trucks, it is proposed that the annual fee be set at $400.00 for a calendar 

           year, or what is remaining of one with no proration. 

 

           Motion by Aukerman, seconded by Scott to adopt Ordinance 2016-02 regulating mobile food vending in 

           Acme Township and to modify the Acme Township Fee Schedule with the addition of a $400.00 mobile 

           vending permit fee, valid for one calendar year with no proration.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

K.    NEW BUSINESS: 

1.  Resolution supporting development of Acme connector trail 

 

                          Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2016-30 supporting the 

                          development of the Acme connector Trail.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

                        

2.  Resolution supporting development of  Traverse City to Charlevoix trails 

 

                          Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to approve Resolution R-2016-31 supporting the 

                          development of the Traverse City to Charlevoix trail connecting the Tart Trail in Acme Township 

                          to the lake trail in the City of Charlevoix. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

3. Review of draft Zoning Ordinance amendment 039-Site Plan review-Winter 

Board presented with a memo in the proposed language for Zoning Ordinance Amendment 039 – Site Plan 

Review.  This amendment would replace the current Site Plan review guidelines listed under Article VIII 

of the Zoning Ordinance.  Discussion 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by LaPointe to adopt Amendment 039 to the Acme Township Zoning 

Ordinance with changes to Article VIII Site Plan Review as presented.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

4. Pre- approval of Boat Launch Invoices Molon-Supervisor 

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Scott to authorize Zollinger to pay for preapproved boat launch 

invoices for Molon when presented.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

   5.           Resolution to support Acme TWP New Community /Town hall directions 

                 At the July Board, Trustee LaPointe, expressed concerns for the need for better facilities to conduct 

                 Township business.  It was discussed the need to form a citizens group to do the proper investigation and 

                 financial support to investigate options. 

 

                 Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Scott to approve Resolution R-2016-32 supporting the formation 

                 of  a committee and to provide for up to $30,000 to investigate options which the Board can 

                 consider.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.       

                                

            6.         Resolution for financial budget balance-Zollinger  

                         

                        Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2016-33 supporting various 

                        fund moves adjustment for Sayler Park boat launch 101 to 401 and Water engineering study 101. 

                        Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

7.      Appointment to Parks & Trails committee Recommendation-Supervisor 

           In a memo to the Board, Zollinger, recommended Barbara Heflin to replace John DeMarsh to the Parks 

           and Trails committee. 
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           Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema to approve supervisor’s recommendation of Barb 

           Heflin to the Parks and Trails.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

8.     Approval of street names for GTTC-Supervisor 

                       Zollinger stated that a request for road names of “Purewater Drive” and “Springwater Place” by the Village 

                       at Grand Traverse, LLC was presented to County Equalization on 7/25/16 and were approved.  We are now 

                       looking for approval from the Township Board. 

                     

                      Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Dye to approve of the street names for the Village of Grand 

                      Traverse, LLC as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

    9.       Approval of wage increase for S. Winter/meeting performance standards-Zollinger 

              A twelve month performance review was completed on Winter.  A summary of his performance was put 

              together along with comments provided, showing he exceeded expectations.  Based on this rating it is  

                      recommended a wage increase of $2,500.00 annually, retro to one year starting date of July 6, 2015 and a 

                      performance review 6 months from now. 

 

              Motion by Jenema, seconded by Aukerman to approve pay increase recommendation for twelve  

              months.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

                    

    L.     OLD BUSINESS:   

              1.        Discussion on tall grass weeds commercial/residential areas 

                         Winter stated that the topic of creating a tall grass/weed ordinance has resurfaced this year. A draft 

                         Ordinance regulating tall grass/weed was initiated in 2014 by a Board member and the former Zoning 

                         Administrator, but never gained much traction.  Discussion followed with the Board wanting Winter 

                         to look at commercial properties but not residential. 

 

              2.       Discussion on Yuba road paving in support of Sayler Park boat launch project 

                         Zollinger commented that with the construction of the Sayler boat launch Yuba road has suffered a lot 

                         of damage as a result.  We need to repave when boat launch is completed up to Grand Traverse Road 

                         Commission standards that have been provided.  Board instructed Zollinger to  get one or two bids and  

                         bring to the next meeting. 

 

               PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: 

 

        J. Heffner, 4050 Bayberry Lane thanked the Board for the support of the Tart Trails. 

 

        Trustee, LaPointe, expressed some concerns with cemeteries and that our income does not cover all the 

        expenses. 

  

               ADJOURN AT 9:25 pm 

  



 
 
 
 
To: Acme Township Board of Trustees 
 
From: Tom Henkel, Facilities & Parks Manager 
 
Date: 8/31/2016 
 
Re: Monthly Update: August  
 

 
The Following is a summary of key activities underway. 
 

Parks: 
Trimmed trails YCNA 
Brush pick up. 
Closed YCNA US 31n access due to autumn olive chipping operations. 
Automated locks failed again at Bayside, 2 weeks to get service. Repairs 
have been completed. 
Preparing beds for new garden at Bayside Park. Recycling soil from 
parking lot beds. 
Mowing at Sayler. 
Graded roads at Sayler Park.    
Cemeteries: 
Watering commenced in Acme cemetery middle of July, Yuba about the 
fifth of August. 
Obtained 11 yards top soil for cemeteries, for use and small reserves. 
Applied top soil to graves at Yuba Cemetery and seeded. 
Mowing & trimming. 
Buildings/Grounds: 
Set up for carpet cleaning at Town Hall on the 24th. 
Equipment/Fixtures: 
Had the mower onboard blade changing jack collapse, while I was raising 
the mower. It fell about 6 inches, glad I was not under it. I straightened the 



bracket out, repaired it. Reported what I consider to be a poor design to the 
dealership for what it was worth. 
Had valve stems replaced on the tractor and tires reloaded, the stems were 
dry rotted. 
Replaced fan motor/blades ay Sayler Bath.   
 
Surface Water Quality Testing: 
Not done completed, equipment not compatible with Windows 10. Advised 
Jay. There was a patch I installed to get it to work with Windows 7 not so 
far for 10. 
 
Beach Water Quality Testing: 
Ongoing only one advisory this season so far. 
 
Invasive Species: 
Nothing to report.  
 
Planning: 
My last day 9/28/2016 
 
General Activities: 
Compiling instructions on some operations, for after my retirement.  
 Bye Bye!  
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If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

                        
 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 7:01pm 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PC Members Present:  D. Rosa, D. White, S. Feringa (Vice Chair) 
T.Forgette (Secretary) 

PC Members Absent/Excused: J. Jessup, K. Wentzloff, M. Timmins  

Staff Present: S. Winter, Zoning Administrator; J. Jocks, Legal Counsel 
 
A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 7:02pm 

Pat Buck, 7369 Deepwater Pt Rd.  Spoke regarding the recent problems with weekly rentals. The area is zoned R-

1 but the rentals bringing in multiple families; some not related at all.  Wishes to see them banned 
 
Irene/John Stuart, 7402 Deepwater Pt. Rd.  Echoed sentiments above regarding weekly rentals.  Encountering 

numerous issues with multiple people, noise all night to early in the morning, concerned about security.  Not a 

welcome addition to the neighborhood. 
 
Wallace/Sonya Olson, 7373 Deepwater Pt. Rd. Lived here for 48 years, with the last couple issues have grown with 

weekly rentals.  Up all hours of the night.  Security concerns. Explained situation from past where police needed to 

call in backup to breakup a party.  Expressed that these are not your neighbors who you get to know over time.  You 

never know who is going to be moving next to you week after week. 
 
Joel Safronoff, 7206 Peaceful Valley Rd.  Spoke to weekly rental issues. 40 year resident.  Observes garbage being 

left out, up to 8 cars parked at a time, needing to pick up shoreline after guests leave since they don’t. 
 
Public Comment closed @ 7:11pm. 

 
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
Motion by White, support by Rosa, to approve the agenda with removal of the PC Elections due to the number of 

absentee members.  Motion passed. 
 
C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 
D. CONSENT CALENDAR:  
Motion by Rosa, support by White, to approve the consent calendar adding the date to the Board Minutes.  Motion 

passed. 
1. RECEIVE AND FILE 

a. Approved Township Board Minutes 7/15/16  

2. ACTION: 
a. Approve Draft Planning Commission Minutes 06/13/16  

b. Approve Draft Planning Commission Minutes 07/11/16 

 
E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

August 8th, 2016 7:00 p.m. 
 



DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

 
F. CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. County Planning Awards - Winter provided nomination form for annual County award nominations 

2. Nathan Moore RE South Bates Rd - Winter summarized email correspondence from Mr. Moore 

detailing issues he wished to have addressed related to S. Bates Road.  The Township Supervisor 

and Jim Cook from the road commission made a visit to the location to observe the behavior of 

road users as well as the road condition. A detailed response from the Grand Traverse Road 

Commission was submitted and a subsequent response from Mr. Moore. Winter indicated the area 

is zoned Agriculture and the road has an unposted 55 mph zone.  Believes most concerns are road 

commission related 

3. Crystal Yarlott RE Airbnb - Winter summarized a letter in favor of short-term rentals using the 

model of room rentals. His interpretation is the Airbnb model where one rents out a room in their 

home is not allowed in Acme Township based on our definition of “Family” in the Zoning 

Ordinance.  

 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS: None 

 
H. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 037 – Planned Development - Winter noted changes made by 

Counsel to address concerns GT County cited in their review regarding the specified wetland 

percentage that may prevent sensitive lands from being protected.  Motion made by Forgette to 

table action on this until next month due to the number of absent commissioners. Support by White.  

Motion passed.   

2. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 041 – Special Uses 

a. Article V – Regulated Uses - Last month Winter asked PC members to review the land use 

and base zoning table list to see if any uses needed to be added or removed.  He and PC 

members reviewed the list and discussed.  Suggested changes discussed were;  removing 

Clinics from the listed Clinics and Kennels (animal care facilities) in the Commercial zone 

since it is already listed under Veterinary Hospitals/Clinics use; possibly removing Golf 

Course and Drive-In Theatres designation as they could be covered by a PD (golf course) 

or outdated (drive-in); providing a definition clarification of the Computer Operations land 

use under Commercial; possible removal of the land use symbol “A” and change to “P” 

since it deals with accessory structures; possible addition of home satellite dishes to Radio 

and Television Antennas; possibly review the allowance of cell towers as potential use in 

agriculture district.  A discussion on Lumber and Planing Mills and Sawmills led to 

possibility of listing them as separate uses.  Winter suggest reviewing the identified land 

use district for Microbrewery, Small Distillery, and Small Winery and possibly adding to 

B-4 to account for scale and/or allow in other districts.  He sees the conservation and 

preservation development uses being incorporated into the PD ordinance we are looking to 

adopt.  Winter asked counsel if we needed further delineation of a manufactured home and 

mobile home. He also wondered if Boat Houses were even allowed anymore.  Winter 

questioned whether the limitation of guest houses to the residential zones only and thought 

the agriculture zone may need to be looked at.  This may require further discussion among 

the PC and Counsel.  He encouraged the PC to review the list further.   

b. Article IX – Special Uses - Winter briefly summarized. Changes made to help read better 

and incorporated changes from May 9 meeting.  A number of outdated uses removed as 

well as quite a few different variations of a Planned Development with the intent that the 

adoption of Zoning Ordinance Amendment 037 will address in a more flexible manner.  

Other changes were made to clarify and strengthen the Basis for Determination. He asked 
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PC about Gasoline Service Stations (9.3) since they also may be covered by Form Base 

Code since they are only allowed in the commercial district.  A discussion on the use of 

the term “some historical or architectural significance” as a means of determination for a 

Bed and Breakfast suggested that it may be vague and need to follow set standards for the 

PC to make a determination. Feringa thought it should stay as is for now.  A question from 

PC on definition of Independent Housing Facilities was explained by Counsel.  Winter 

asked PC to further review  

 

 
I. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Short-Term Rentals - Winter briefly described the current problems being recently encountered 

from what appears to be an increase in short-term rentals in residential districts; specifically in the 

area of Deepwater Point.  Many more complaints from current residents from activities such as 

loud music, excessive drinking, littering, partying, etc.. Though historically short-term rentals have 

been occurring for decades without many issues, he no longer believes that to be the case based on 

complaints this year.  He is also fielding a higher number of inquires as to whether people are 

allowed to rent out their homes which indicates a high demand.  He feels the unregulated use of 

short-term rentals is creating a nuisance in communities where they exist that may jeopardize the 

health, safety and welfare of those communities.  Currently the township does not have a 

prohibition on short-term rentals or an established ordinance. Airbnb, where one rents out room or 

portions of one’s home, is not allowed based on the Township definition of “Family” in the zoning 

ordinance per counsel.  He explained other jurisdictions have started cracking down on short-term 

rentals which may be driving demand in this area.  He suggested three options for consideration, 

1) complete prohibition; 2) continue as is, in an unregulated manner, or 3) allow short-term rentals 

in  a regulated manner.  Winter went through how this may be regulated and a discussion occurred 

with PC members. Most believing option 2 is not an option as they agreed this is a problem that 

needs to be addressed.  Rosa suggested we talk to these property owners to get a feel about regulated 

use.  White suggested looking at Milton Township and Winter suggested looking at Torch Lake 

Township as well.  Forgette brought up the scenario where the option chosen may affect a 

landowner who has a neighboring property being used as a short term rental.  Feringa suggested 

we look at this closely and we need this written in a strong enforceable manner.  He also indicated 

that this type of use may have associated environmental and/or infrastructure impact on water and 

sewer. Winter and Counsel to review other ordinances in the area and get more information together 

for the PC with respect to how to deal with enforcement.  

2. Planning Commission Elections - Removed from agenda 

3. Zoning Ordinance Review Subcommittee - Winter discussed the possibility of setting up a review 

committee.  PC discussed. Worked well for form based code and other items in the past.  May need 

to look at budget.  Winter will get back with PC chair and planner to get more information on what 

this might look like.   

  
J. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS 
Public comment period started at 8:46pm 
Sonya Olson, Feels that even if you license the homes, it does not protect homes from issues and their home’s value.  

Do not feel like they can enjoy the home they own.  Everyone else enjoys the property, however, they cannot.  

Paying lots of money to rent and they feel they can do as they please. Up all hours of night.  This week, the tenant 

(s) brought five dogs. 
 
John Stuart, 7402 Deepwater Pt. - Asked why we have three different residential zones for a reason if you're not 

going to enforce it. Winter indicated he will discuss with Counsel to gather baseline information so we can look to 

address. 
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Joel/Deb Safronoff - Brought recent example of a safety concerns.  We are off water but neighboring property 

burning with fire ring. Winter indicated Metro fire is responsible for enforcing regulation.  Feels now we have to 

police everything since your neighbor resident changes each and every week. 
 
Pat Buck - Doesn’t believes that near him there has never been one “family” using the short-term rentals. Currently 

going on their 7th group of renters for the summer. 
 
Irene Stuart - It is like the absentee landlord.  They do not feel the affect of the activity.  Out of sight, out of mind.  

We get stuck getting dealing with all of the issues. 
 
Wally Olson - The use of a fee or reduction of homestead exemption really will not be effective.  The landowner 

will just increase the rental price.  Whatever money lose they will recoup. 
 
Winter recommended to those present that while the PC takes the time to review, continue to report violations of 

existing ordinances (garbage, open fire, trespass, noise, etc) to the township and law enforcement.  PC is taking 

concerns seriously; it just take some time to work out our next steps with regulations. 
 
Closed at 8:56pm. 
 

1. Zoning Administrator Report – Shawn Winter went over the current ZA report.  Had our first 

outside sale event. Site plan review ordinance goes to County Planning in Aug.  Mobile vending 

and site plan review amendment goes to the board this week.  Chase Bank and the Town Center 

interest for a possible special meeting this month for a preliminary review. 

2. Planning Consultant Report – none 

3. Township Board Report – White indicated the ZA report covered it. Advised the Autumn Olive 

thorns could be a problem. 

4. Parks & Trails Committee Report –  Winter summarized recent TART trail activity; two projects 

looking for support.  Yuba Creek  has had recent activities of autumn olive removal provided by 

the Ruffed Grouse Society.  Conservancy is also going to hand treat as a follow-up soon.  Big visual 

change and encouraged everyone to check it out.  

 
ADJOURN: 
 Motion by Forgette to adjourn; support by White.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:01pm                                            
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ROLL CALL: 
Committee: X Feringa X Heffner X Heflin E Jenema 
 X LaPointe X Timmins X Wentzloff   

Advisory: X Heinert X Kushman     

Staff: E Henkel X Winter     
 

A. PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion Feringa, Seconded by Timmins: Motion to approve the agenda 

with the addition of Jim Redman under reports 1.   
 Motion Carries 
 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 
 

D. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 

E. ACTION:  
1. Approve Draft Minutes of: 

a. Parks & Trail Meetings Minutes 07/15/2016   Motion:  Motion to approve minutes 

from 7/15/2016 Lapointe Seconded by Heffner.  
 Motion carries 

 

F. REPORTS (if applicable) 
  

1. James Redman – Garden club- Blue star highway sign is being installed at Bayside park. They 

will be setting up two, 10x10 tents, 100 chairs and a couple port-a-potties.  List of those invited; 

Michigan Garden club dignitaries, all the Veterans groups in the Traverse City area, Honor guard, 

State and local government representatives.   
The sign will be about 7 ft. tall and 3ft. Tall. 
Klaus mentioned wanting to check to make sure it met MDOT’s clear view road standards. 

2. Township Board -  LaPointe reported on the boards approval of the internal trail system and 

Concept of the regional trail from Traverse City to Charlevoix, passing through Acme. 

3. TART – Kushman – Thanked the committee and the Board for their support of trails. 
Discussed the tunnel under M-72 connecting the Grand Traverse Resort and GTTC 

properties. Feringa talked about the work being done on grading issues on the south side.  

The GTB is looking at short and long term trail goals, eventually getting the trail to the resort 

entrance. Will be seeking community input when design starts on the sidewalk system along 

72. 
4. Autumn Olive - LaPointe – Discussed the success of what was accomplished at the beginning 

of August. Meeting on 8/15/16 to discuss long term maintenance plan with the conservancy and 

Agricultural landowners.  The project was over budget from the $3000 the park and recreation 

committee originally asked for.  
5. Sayler Park Boat Launch – Klaus, Boat launch is on track with being complete by fall fishing 

season.  
 

ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

August 12th, 2016 10:00 a.m. 
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G. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Identifying Next Steps for Trail Development-  

 Darryl Nelson called wants to try to work with the township about trails going through the property 

he owns at the corner of Bunker Hill and US 31.  Can’t allow boat parking in his lot due to how the 

lot is divided between the businesses on the property. 
  
 John DeMarsh recommends that Acme work with Samaritas (formally Hope Village) as well as the 

Lutheran Church, Feast of Victory, to obtain a letter of commitment from each and thEn easements as soon as an 

exact trail route is known. 
 
Kushman- believes that the next step is getting letters of commitment for easements from businesses that the trail 

will cross their properties.  Actual easements will be obtained after engineered plans are nailed down.   Shawn 

Winter will be working with Kris to get the letters of commitment needed.  
After letters of commitment are obtained the committee and TART will work on getting funding for detailed 

engineering.  
Discussed why putting a trail over a gas line easement is not a good idea, if maintenance is done on the line it is 

not the companies responsibility to repair the trail.  
  

2. Preliminary Review of Bayside Park Phase I Bid Numbers-  Because the committee met a 

week early not all the bid were turned in as of 8/12.  Klaus believes the bids are on track to fit 

within the budget set by the board for phase 1.5.  We will set a new meeting date to go over the 

bids. 
 

H. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Bayside Park Design Elements Looked over pricing options A & B  
Looked at the retaining wall to decide to keep the stone option or go with concrete turn down. 

By keeping the concrete turn down the township could choose to add the stone at a later date, 

but wouldn’t be able to easily add the concrete turn down at later date.  Committee members 

were in favor of  keeping the concrete turn down and adding the stone to a later phase if 

funds were available.  

a. Character Family Selection – furniture, lights- showed us a natural metal structure. 

Committee liked the selections. 
b. Decorative Pavement Options discussed using stamped concrete in the bench areas to 

shave money on bricks/pavers.   
Klaus thought that construction on phase 1.5 would take between 3-4 weeks, that a 5 week 

window should be enough for completion of the project.  

2. Shore Beach Lane Connectivity – Shawn talked to County rd. commission and sent over plans 

for them to look at.  They will be move involved as the project moves forward.  
3. South Bayside Park – Discussed if boats and trailers would be allowed at South Bayside in the 

future.  
 Motion by Feringa, seconded by Heffner: Motion to not allow trailer parking at South Bayside 

park.   
 Motion carries 
 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT none 
 

ADJOURN: Motion by Timmins, seconded by Heffner.  Motion to adjourn 
motion carries.  
                                             

















































ACME TOWNSHIP, GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES RESOLUTION #R-2016- 

ESTABLISHING THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY AS THE STATE INSECT 
 
 
 

September 6, 2016 
 

  At a regular meeting of the ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES held 
on September 6, 2016, the ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES, on a Motion made 
by,_____________ and seconded____________, passed the following Resolution by a vote 
of ____   in favor and____  opposed: 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Michigan is one of three states that does not have an official state 
insect; 
 

WHEREAS, the Monarch Butterfly is a native to Michigan; 
 
WHEREAS, the Monarch Butterfly is widely recognized throughout the State of 

Michigan; 
 
WHEREAS, the Monarch, as a pollinator, plays a critical role in the reproduction of 

plants;  
 

 WHEREAS, the Monarch’s migration lures many tourists annually to the shores of 
the Great Lakes; 
 
            WHEREAS, the Monarch’s life cycle is symbolic for Michigan: Through hard work 
and determination, beauty emerges; 
 
             WHEREAS, conservation efforts are underway across the State of Michigan to 
protect the Monarch butterfly and by designating the Monarch as Michigan’s official State 
Insect, thoses efforts will be strengthened: 
               
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Acme Township Board of Trustees 
supports the designation and adoption of the Monarch butterfly as Michigan Michigan’s 
official State Insect.  
 
 
 
 
____________________         _________________ 

J. Zollinger, Supervisor                                                C. Dye, Clerk   
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