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     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, January 5, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, G. LaPointe, P. Scott, D. White, J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: None 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

                     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES 

1.      Draft unapproved minutes 12/01/15 

2.      Draft unapproved Special Board meeting 12/07/15 

 

                          Motion by Dye, seconded by Aukerman to approve the 12/01/15 and 12/07/15 Board minutes as 

                          presented.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

D.       INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

E.       REPORTS: Received and filed 

1. Eagle Scout project 

2. Parks – Henkel 

3. Legal Counsel – Jocks 

4. Sherriff 

5. County 

6. Roads 

   

  F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None 
 

 G.         CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the a 

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  

c. Metro Newletter 

d. North Flight 

e. Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

                                       1.      Planning Commission 12/14/15 

                                       2.      Parks & Trails meeting 11/20/15 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          a.          Accounts Payable Prepaid of $58,803.51 and Current to be approved of $44,861.52 

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 
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  H.      ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

             

             Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to approve the consent calendar as presented.  Motion carried by 

             unanimous roll call vote.    

                          

I. CORRESPONDENCE:  Received and filed 

1.    Email dated 12/17/15 from Angie Lucas, Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 

Regarding “Autumn Olive recap” 

                

   J.        PUBLIC HEARING: None 

                        

   K. NEW BUSINESS: 

             1.        Adoption of Zoning Ordinance 036 Medical Marihuana 

 

                        Motion by White, seconded by Jenema to approve the amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 036 

                        Medical  Marihuana as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

2.    Police Power Ordinances – Tent Sales and Food Trucks 

   Winter stated that he has received correspondence related to operating tent sales and food trucks in Acme 

   Township.  Currently neither of these uses are regulated in any way.  It was determined at the December 

   Planning Commission meeting that the most appropriate form of regulation would be through Police 

   Power Ordinances, which would need to be implemented at the Board level.  The Planning Commission is 

   willing to work on the draft language, if supported by the Board. 

 

   Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott, to support the Planning Commission working on the draft 

   language for Tent Sales and Food Trucks.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

3.     Resolution to balance Budget, Septage fund to Parks fund 

 

     Motion by Scott, seconded by Jenema, to approve Resolution R-2016-1 to approve fund moves from 

     101 Septage to 208 Parks fund.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

4.      Zoning Administrator pay recommendation 

 

                          Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to approve an increase by $1500 annually for the 

                          Zoning Administrator position.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

5.       Resolution to amend Acme Township Consumer Fireworks ordinance 

 

                           Motion by Scott, seconded by LaPointe to approve Resolution R-2016-2 Amending the Acme 

                           Township Consumer Fireworks Ordinance.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

 

6.       Parks and Recreation directions and recommended changes 

      Zollinger read the memo regarding committee changes for our Parks and Recreation.  Three steps were 

      presented, first to decommission our present Parks and Recreation committee, secondly Acme needs to 

      charter the present Parks & Trail committee and appoint a chairperson for six months and thirdly to create 

      a Parks and Cemetery maintenance group made up of a Trustee, member of the Parks & Trail and the 

      Township Supervisor. 

 

      Motion by Scott, seconded by Aukerman, to decommission present Parks and Recreation  

      committee, appoint Jenema to chair the new Parks & Trail committee for six months and 

      appoint LaPointe to serve on the Parks & Cemetery maintenance group.  Motion carried by 

      unanimous vote. 
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  L.        OLD BUSINESS:  Received and file 

1.        Sayler Park Update 

Aukerman informed the Board all contract issues with the Grant for $77,698.00 from the Great Lakes 

Fishery Trust have been cleared, and paper work also agreed to by the DNR on use of the launch site. The 

resolution R-2016-3 covers all requirements of the Grant with the GLFT and we will process all paper 

work required by 1/15/2016 if the Resolution is passed.  
                         
                        Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2016-3 supporting 
                        acceptance of Great Lakes Fishery Trust Grant for Sayler Park Boat launch.  Motion carried by 
                        unanimous roll call vote. 

 

2.    Single Hauler contract status 

   Zollinger referred to the September 1, 2015, Board meeting when American Waste proposed a contract 

   renewal  under the same basic terms of the current contract. Competitors were at the meeting and  

   requested that Acme set the waste contract for RFP.  However, American Waste’s pre-existing proposal put 

   it in a potentially vulnerable position for the RFP because all other bidders now know its proposal. 

 

   Motion by Jenema, seconded by LaPointe, to renew the waste contract for two years with American 

   Waste.  Motion carried by a roll vote of 6 (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, LaPointe, Scott, Zollinger) in  

   favor and 1 (White) opposing. 

 

           

               PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

  Jenema presented a draft “Project Agreement” between Acme Township; Traverse Area Recreation & 

                          Transportation, Inc. (Tart) and the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy for Board review at the 

             February 1, 2016, meeting. This supports the work to be done by the New Parks & Trails committee         

  supporting the North End Bayside Park Improvements. 

. 

 

               ADJOURN AT 8:50 am 

 

  



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, January 5, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

 B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

C.        APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 

a.     Draft unapproved minutes 12/01/15  

b.     Draft unapproved Special Board 12/07/15 

 

D.         INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

E.     REPORTS 

a.     Eagle Scout project 

b.     Parks – T. Henkel 

c.     Legal Counsel – J. Jocks 

d.     Sheriff 

e.     County 

 

F.     SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS 

 

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

        together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

        discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet  

c. Metro Newsletter 

d. North Flight 

e.  Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

1. Planning Commission 12/14/15 

2. Parks & Trails meeting 11/20/15 

2. APPROVAL: 

a. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $58,803.51 and Current to be approved of  $44,861.52 

(Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

 H. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

I. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        

3.        

 

J. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: 

 

K. CORRESPONDENCE: 

             1. Email dated 12/17/15 from Angie Lucas, Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 

                          regarding “Autumn Olive recap” 

            

L.          PUBLIC HEARING:  

 

M. NEW BUSINESS: 

 1.       Adoption of Zoning Ordinance 036 Medical Marihuana 

             2.             Police Power Ordinances – Tent Sales and Food Trucks 

3.       Resolution to balance Budget, Septage fund to Parks Fund 

4.       Zoning Administrator Pay recommendation 

5.        Resolution to Amend Acme Twp. Consumer Fireworks ordinance 

6.        Parks and Recreation directions, and recommended changes  

 

N.      OLD BUSINESS: 

           1.        Sayler Park update 

 2.       Single Hauler contract status 

  

 

 PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, December 1, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  at 7:00 p.m. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, G. LaPointe, P. Scott, D. White, J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: None 

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

                     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Grand Traverse Road Commissioner, Marc Keller, expressed appreciation of the nomination of Jim Johnson 

by Acme Township for Distinguished Service at the annual County Planning awards banquet. Keller reviewed 

2015 projects of the Road Commission. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

We will be adding the yearly Audit report under Reports #6, under New Business # 3 Blue Star Memorial Sign 

and bank accounts # 4. 

 

Motion by White, seconded by Dye to approve the agenda with the three additions of yearly Audit report 

under Reports #6, under New Business # 3 Blue Star Memorial Sign and bank accounts # 4. Motion 

carried by unanimous vote. 

 

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES 

1.      Draft unapproved minutes 11/10/15 

 

                          Motion by White, seconded by Aukerman to approve the 11/10/15 Board minutes as presented. 

                          Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

D.       INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

E.       REPORTS: Received and File 

              1.        Parks - Henkel    

        2.        Legal Counsel – J. Jocks 

        3.        Sherriff 

        4.        County 

 

        5.        Audit 

                   Joe Verlin from Gabridge & Company, PLC, presented the preliminary audit report to the Board.  The 

              report must be finalized by December 31 to meet state requirements.  Internal controls and compliance 

              with laws and regulations were examined and there were no discrepancies  to report.  All Budget- 

              Department funds were in balance-budget to actuals. Overall the auditors have issued an  

             “unqualified” rating, the highest possible audit rating. 

 

                    Motion by Scott, seconded by Jenema to approve the 2014-15 Audit has presented. Motion 

                    carried by unanimous vote. 

 

        6.        Bayside Trails and Parks  

                   Jenema reviewed the summary of the Parks and Trails committee update provided in the packet. 

                   Discussion was held about the sequence of activities we need to undertake to get Bayside park 

                   Improvements in 2016. We need grants written, preliminary engineering and pricing for estimates on  
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                    work to be accomplished.  Based on the sequence of work activities and the possible grants we could 

                    apply for the following motions were made. 

 

                     Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to authorize using up to $6,000 from the present 

                     Engineering  budget to hire Gosling Czubuk to do the engineering required to support grant 

                     writing for the DNR  Trust fund, and needs required for the Phrase I and II grants.  Motion 

                     carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

                                 

                      Motion by Scott, seconded by LaPointe to move $29,000 out of Septage plant committed fund 

                      to the Parks fund 208 to pay for grant writing by Gosling Czubak up to $4,000 and $25,000 to 

                      use to get additional work completed in calendar year 2016 at Bayside park.  Motion carried by 

                      unanimous roll call vote. 

 

     Discussion about the Parks Advisory being called Parks and Trails. 

 

  F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: None 
 

 G.         CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the a 

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. UClerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet  

c. Position Statement on Consumer Fireworks 

d. Teen Homelessness Flyer 

e. Draft Unapproved Meeting Minutes: 

                                       1.      Planning Commission 11/09/15 

                                       2.      Parks & Trails meeting 11/06/15 

             2.         APPROVAL:  

                          a.          Accounts Payable Prepaid of $6,216.18 and Current to be approved of  $60,589.71 

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

                 

  H.      ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

             

             Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to approve the consent calendar as presented.  Motion carried by 

             unanimous roll call vote.    

                          

I. CORRESPONDENCE:  Received and filed 

1.       State of Michigan Notice of Hearing Consumers Energy Company 

                

   J.        PUBLIC HEARING: None 

                        

   K. NEW BUSINESS: 

             1.        Resolutions: 

                        1.     Adoption of 2016 Board meeting Schedule 

 

                                Motion by Scott, seconded by Jenema to approve Resolution 2015- #44 adopting the 2016 Acme 

                                Board of Township meeting schedule as presented.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

                          

          2.      Sewer Billing Changes  

 

                                 Motion by Scott, seconded by LaPoine to approve Resolution 2015-#45 changing the 

                                 Township Sewer Ordinance #75-2, Section 4 billing intervals to read as follows, monthly, by- 

                                 monthly or at least quarterly.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
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                         3.      Supporting naming the Traverse City Veterans Administration Clinic 

 

                                  Motion by Scott, seconded by Aukerman to adopt Resolution 2015-46 supporting naming 

                                  the Traverse City Veterans Administration Clinic after Demas T. Craw.  Motion carried 

                                  unanunously. 

                            

             4.     Budget Amendments 

 

                     Motion by Dye, seconded by LaPointe to approve Resolution 2015-47 approving various 

                     fund moves adjustments.  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

2. Township Business hours - Treasurer 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to approve Resolution 2015-48 changing the Acme Township 

office days and hours of operation to Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. beginning on 1/1/2016 

thru 06/30/16 with a review of the hours and a final resolution at the 06/07/2016 Board meeting. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Blue Star Memorial Sign 

 

                      Motion by Scott, seconded by Jenema to approve the placement of the Blue Star Memorial sign at the 

                      entrance driveway by the old Hoxsie house by the Acme Township Sweetwater Evening Garden Club 

                      as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.  Bank accounts 

                      Jenema reviewed the bank credits we get to off set the cost of direct deposit for employees that began in 

                      September.  Jenema will return to the Board with additional information after another month or two of doing 

                      this. 

                                                    

  L.        OLD BUSINESS:  Received and file 

1.        Sayler Park Update 
                        Aukerman updated the Board on status of Acme's Great Lakes Fishery Trust grant application and steps 
                        she will be taking before the Board's January meeting.  All were supportive. 

 

2.        Autumn Olive Update  
           

               PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: None 

 

 

               ADJOURN AT 10:15 am 
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c      

 

 

 

 

 

ACME TOWNSHIP  SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

Monday, December 7, 2015, 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AT 8:01 a.m. 

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema G. LaPointe,  J. Zollinger 

  Members excused:     P. Scott, D. White  

  Staff present:              N. Edwardson, Recording Secretary 

                     

A.  LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

                  

B.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Jenema, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

              

C.   INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

               

  D.    NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Resolution for Budget change for DPW Budget 
 
             Motion by LaPointe, seconded by Aukerman to approve Resolution R-2015-49 for additional 
             WWTP treatment costs, membrane purchase and installation project.  Motion carried by 
             unanimous vote of those present. 
 
 
2.          Resolution for changing Acme Township DPW Budget 

 
 
                          Motion by Dye, Seconded by LaPointe to approve Resolution R-2015-50 approving fund moves 
                          to bring the 2015-16 budget in balance. Motion carried by unanimous vote of those present. 
 
 

              

              

Adjourned at 8:10 am       

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

To: Acme Township Board of Trustees 
 
From: Tom Henkel, Facilities & Parks Manager 
 
Date: 12/21/2015 
 
Re: Monthly Update 
 

 
The Following is a summary of key activities underway. 
 

Parks: 
Bayside/Shoreline 
Installed two more life ring stations along Shoreline Park. We now have a 
total of five, Bunker Hill landing, south of marina, north of the marina, 
Bayside Park and Sayler Park. 
Changed all Life Ring Station to winter message. 
Still working on Beach Locater System.  
Sayler Park 
Opened fence up to gain access up for clearing new ramp area. 
Boat parking lot area looks like it is cleared for construction, Stump and 
slash still has to go. The same for the ramp area.  
Contractor is cutting “Widow Makers on the rest of that parcel. 
Reconstruction of #2 shelter can proceed ASAP. 
Went out for more bids on swing set replacement.  
I have been dragging and filling stump holes inside the fenced area trying 
to smooth it out. Hydro seed in spring possibly as one idea.  
YCNA 
Boy scouts have done there test plot on autumn olive. 
Seems like it was a light year for hunting. 
DNA 
Parking bunks still need to go back in the ground and chips spread.   



Cemeteries: 
If it dries out, fall cleanup will recommence. 
Acme Cemetery, paved drive something hit the fence and bent it.    
Buildings/Grounds: 
Major parts on hand for hall dumpster screen. Waiting for dry day. 
Equipment/Fixtures: 
Purchased a new large battery powered drill motor, since it didn’t cost that 
much more than the battery for the 27 year old one. Christmas time has 
always seemed to be when the best deals can be had on power tools, I’ve 
found.   
New shop replacement shed should be arriving in time for Christmas, so 
they tell me. Ho! Ho! 
Surface Water Quality Testing: 
Completed for Dec. 
Beach Water Quality Testing: 
Seasonal 
Invasive Species: 
Seasonal 
Planning: 
Attended Parks & Trails meetings as they occur. 
Per Jay obtained a price for irrigating a new garden club area in Bayside 
Park.  
General Activities: 
Attended Town Board Meetings. 
I have been tapped by the Great Lake Water Safety Consortium to join. 
As a member of Northwestern Water Safety Network, I thought it made 
sense to be part of a statewide group for Standardization, Scale and 
Horsepower. We have the meetings online with an Uber conference hook 
up. The drowning casualties are coming down the last couple years, but 50 
souls still drown so far in 2015 in the Great Lakes. 
Working on my lists of things to do, and taking vacation time as the weather 
permits. 
Happy New Year! 
Thanks, TKH 
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County Staff Report 
December 2015 

 
 
 
Strategic Goals 
1. Maintain financial strength and stability 
2. Strengthen and expand the County’s use of technology 
3. Address infrastructure needs 
4. Continue community engagement and access to information 
5. Ensure that County is viewed as a fair and equitable employer 
6. Expand the capabilities of the Board of Commissioners 
7. Advance the health and quality of life of the region 
8. Protect and preserve County’s water resources, forests, natural areas and scenic beauty 

 
Central Dispatch/911 (7) 

➢ Installation of the new Next Generation 911 telephone and logging recorder systems is 
complete.  Training has been conducted and the decommission of the old system is 
underway.   
 

➢ Peninsula Fiber Network is installing new fiber connections to the dispatch center which 
will provide the routing mechanism for the NG911 circuits to be deployed in the spring.  

 
➢ Work continues toward the move to the MPSCS 800MHz radio system.  We are 

conducting regular meetings with Motorola and the MPSCS to keep the project moving 
smoothly.  Radio programing designs are still underway by individual public safety 
agencies, a new microwave radio link is scheduled to be installed soon, and 
preparations for the back room equipment continue.   

 
GIS (4) 

➢ Received formal agreement letters from 100% of 2016 ortho­imagery participating 
members. 
 

➢ Continuing with overhaul of addressing procedures and digitalization. (see November) 
 

➢ Resolved (most) anomalies with mapping software. Beginning production of Garfield  
tax map “proofs”. 

 
➢ Continuing to train Kyle in tax certification, address assignment, road naming and other 

routine GIS functions. 
 

➢ Re­creating web based and dynamic mapping functions to allow real­time viewing of new 
address assignments This benefits Road Commision, Construction Codes, Soils and 
other Grand Traverse County Departments as well as several private agencies. 

   
Health Department (7,8) 
ADMINISTRATION and FINANCE DIVISION 
➢ Finalizing FY 2016 budget and grants from MDHHS. 
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➢ Finalized intra­governmental agreement for sharing of Public Health Emergency 

Preparedness staff. 
 
➢ Began the regional community health needs assessment planning and presentations to the 

Grand Traverse Community Collaborative. 
 
➢ Managing another vaccine preventable community outbreak in schools­ varicella. 
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER DIVISION 
➢ Cindy Geiser, has joined the medical examiner (ME) team as an on­call only forensic 

investigator. She will assist the ME office to cover vacation of the senior forensic investigator 
or if there is a mass casualty event. 

 
➢ Met with ME, new Benzie County Administrator and EMS Director on ME related topics and 

to provide background for administrator. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH and ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION 
➢ Northern Michigan Water Safety Network Meeting​­ This collaborative group of 

agencies met on November 12th to discuss future goals to promote water safety in 
our region.  Discussion included winter water safety reminders for the proper use 
of the 45 beach rescue stations which were installed by our group this year. The 
stations are equipped with reversible signage for summer and winter water safety 
information.  The group also discussed the promotion of a challenge to hotels and 
businesses along West and East Grand Traverse Bays to purchase additional 
beach rescue stations to place on their property. As orders are received, the 
additional beach rescue stations will be constructed over the winter months and will be 
available for spring installation.  The cost per station is $250. Questions can be directed to: 
eh@grandtraverse.org​. 

  
➢ Presentation to Davenport University Nursing Students​­ An Environmental Health staff 

member was a guest speaker for Davenport University Nursing Students on November 10th 
at the Boardman Lake Campus of the NMC University Center.  Students were given a 
presentation on Environmental Health programs and our role in protecting the public through 
education and enforcement of local ordinances and state/federal laws. 

 
➢ Bat Exposures Down in 2015​­ Animal Control data showed that bat exposures for 2015 were 

down almost 50% with 16 reported cases of exposures to bats as compared to 30 for 2014. 
The reduction may be attributed to our Environmental Health staff working with Interlochen 
Arts Academy officials to “bat­proof” many of their old cabins.  In previous years, bat 
exposures to campers were more common because of construction deficiencies in the 
cabins allowing for easy access by bats. 

 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
DIVISION 
➢ Emergency Management ­  

o Completed a Threats & Risks Assessment of NMC campus as well as designed and 
will be moderating a table top exercise with their Board of Directors on December 4.  

 

mailto:eh@grandtraverse.org
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o Completed an After Action Report process with MSP Emergency Management and 

Leelanau Co officials to close out the August 2 Wind Storm Disaster. 
 
o Assisting local municipalities with adopting the county’s Natural Hazard Mitigation 

Plan. To date, city of Traverse City, East Bay Twp, Acme Twp, and Blair Twp have 
officially adopted. Peninsula Twp is forthcoming in December. 

 
➢ Emergency Preparedness    

o The Northern Michigan Public Health Emergency Preparedness Regional Team 
Intergovernmental Agreement was  finalized and presented to the Grand Traverse 
County Board of Commissioners for final approval.  Approval was received.   

 
o Final planning and coordination meetings to the NM PHEP Regional Team were 

conducted to ready the launch of phase 1 of the operation which is set to begin 
December 1st, 2015.  

 
o A Capability Assessment of all PHEP operations in the region was composed and 

ready to be completed and evaluated as well as additional PHEP administrative 
duties required for the Dec 1st launch.  

 
o GTCHD Emergency Preparedness was present at the Benzie Leelanau Board of 

Health Meeting to provide representation to the NM PHEP Regional Team as the 
IGA went before their board for approval.  Approval was received.  

 
COMMUNITY HEALTH DIVISION 
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PROGRAMS​:   
➢ Communicable Disease Program​­ We are currently responding to a community chicken pox 

outbreak, which started in November.  In addition, we followed up on 65 reportable 
communicable diseases in November.   

 
➢ Reproductive Health​ – We provided Reproductive Health Services to 133 men and women 

in November. 
 
➢ Adolescent Clinics​­ We welcomed a new On Call Nurse Practitioner ­ Annelle Kaspor to the 

Adolescent Health Clinics. Annelle has a background in Family Practice, Public Health, and 
Hospice. Currently she is orienting with other NP staff to assist us with covering both 
planned and unplanned medical leaves.  

 
 
MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH PROGRAMS​: 
➢ Maternal Infant Health Program (MIHP)​­We are awaiting results from our Cycle 5 review 

which was conducted October 22­23, 2015.  The MIHP clinician consultation pilot program 
with the Michigan Child Collaborative Care Program (MC3) is due to start in December. 
This professional collaboration is aimed at providing maternal, child, and adolescent 
psychiatry support to primary care physicians in Michigan who are managing patients with 
mild to moderate behavioral health problems.  The University of Michigan program offers 
guidance on diagnosis and psychopharmacology as well as suggestions on psychotherapy 
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interventions.  Our MIHP clinicians will benefit from monthly phone consultation with Dr. 
Maria Muzik to best address the unmet needs in our population served. 

 
➢ Healthy Futures/Maternal Child Health​­ We finalized an improved referral process with a 

new form implemented for community mental health referrals to Northern Lakes CMH to 
assure access for eligible clients.  We met with Northern Michigan Diabetes Initiative 
Steering Committee members, our Northern Michigan Regional Perinatal Initiative team, our 
regional maternal infant health program quality improvement committee, and our regional 
Maternal Smoking Cessation workgroup to continue ongoing collaborative efforts for the 
improvement in health and access for vulnerable infants, pregnant women and families. 
Grand Traverse County Health Department submitted our annual plan for the local maternal 
child grant which supports our Healthy Futures phone contact and home visiting program 
offered to every mom and baby delivered at Munson Medical Center. 

 
➢ Children’s Special Health Care Services​­Completed and submitted fiscal year end report to 

the State, highlighted successes include serving over 290 children and families, 
strengthening positive working relationships and collaboration with Michigan Health Plans in 
our region, and continuing to provide social work services to several of our case 
management clients; highlighted challenges include the travel assistance process for our 
clients traveling downstate for medical appointments, the loss of families due to an 
increasing cost sharing for CSHCS participation, access to affordable durable medical 
equipment, and access to private duty nursing services in our region.   

   
➢ Immunizations​­ Immunization clinic staff have been gradually shifting gears as demand for 

walk­in flu vaccinations begins to decrease, and we remain prepared for any requests for 
varicella vaccination as the chicken pox outbreak evolves.  Over this past month we are 
welcoming Courtney Guy, office specialist who is training to work the immunization reception 
desk and Rebecca Russell, RN BSN who will also be orienting to immunization clinic as well 
as WIC.   

 
➢ Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)​­ We welcomed two new employees this past month to 

the WIC team, Sarah Vanderkleed, part­time Breast Feeding Peer Counselor, and Rebecca 
Russell, RN BSN as a WIC Competent Professional Authority (CPA).  Both are attending the 
Breastfeeding Basics course in Lansing on December 1­2, 2015.  Staff have been working 
through the new challenges to assure clients receive timely benefits as a result of the State 
WIC program implementing a MI­WIC software update over this past month.  Project Fresh 
2015 issued 100% of coupon books worth $3250 of which clients spent over 65% in local 
markets on fresh fruits and vegetables. 

 
➢ Hearing & Vision​­School schedules for hearing and vision continue to be busy, completing 

over 1400 hearing screenings in the month of October.  Thus far this year, we have 
screened over 1000 preschoolers for hearing and over 1300 preschoolers for vision.  Over 
600 children have been referred for follow­up with physicians based on our screening results 
this year. 

 
Human Resources (5)  

➢ Currently recruiting for 8 positions County­wide with a total 108 requisitions posted 
County­wide for the year. Last year this month we were at 89 requisitions. 
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➢ Open enrollment ended.  Meetings for the active employees and retirees were held. 

Deadline was December 1, 2015. 
 
Information Technology (2) 

➢ IT upgraded the City utilities software provided by Sunguard HTE on the iSeries and 
Naviline (graphical interface) servers over the weekend of November 14​th​. 

 
➢ Randy Filkins, IT Telecommunications, configured the County phone system to integrate 

with the new 911 phone system for internal and non­emergency calls. IT also assisted 
with the installation of a Firewall to allow remote vendor support of the 911 phone 
system and is working with a 911 contractor to install additional fiber into the 
Governmental Center to support the Next Generation 911 system. 

 
➢ Software modifications are being implemented within the payroll system that is shared 

with the City to support Affordable Care Act reporting requirements and W2 changes. 
 

➢ The dynamic IP addressing (DHCP) service has been successfully migrated from the 
iSeries system to two virtual Windows servers that provide failover protection if one 
server is down. DHCP provides IP addresses to most computers on the County/City 
network. There was no disruption in service during the transition. 

 
MSUE (7, 8) 

➢ MSU Extension Grand Traverse County is proud to serve as an organization host and 
planning partner for the ​Farms, Food and Health Conference​ on January 29 at the 
Grand Traverse Resort. Farms, Food & Health brings together health practitioners, 
employers, hospital and school foodservice directors, educators, farmers, and others 
interested in connecting the dots between health care, wellness, and locally grown food. 
Additional details on this learning and networking opportunity are available at 
http://www.groundworkcenter.org/events/farms­food­health/farms­food­health.html 

 
➢ MSU Extension Grand Traverse County serves a local service site for ​FoodCorps​. 

FoodCorps is a nationwide team of AmeriCorps leaders who collaborate with 
communities to make schools a healthier place for kids to eat, learn and grow. Extension 
Educator, Sarah Eichberger provides leadership and supervision to MSU Extension 
service member Mikaela Taylor. Mikaela, who along with Stephanie Cumper, hosted by 
the Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities, have been busy building partnerships 
with food service workers, farmers, school administrators, teachers, parents and 
community members. They are using a team approach to support farm­to­school 
programming in Grand Traverse and Benzie counties. Since their arrival in September, 
service members have provided classroom education to over 200 youth in Traverse 
Heights and Interlochen elementary schools. Over 300 students in both Traverse 
Heights and Interlochen have participated in local food taste tests. Learn more about 
FoodCorps Traverse City​ ​at ​http://traversecity.blog.foodcorps.org/​.  

 
➢ Safe Kids North Shore Coordinator Jennifer Ritter serves as co­chair of the Northwest 

Michigan Water Safety Network, which met on Nov. 12 to discuss water safety goals for 

 

http://www.groundworkcenter.org/events/farms-food-health/farms-food-health.html
http://traversecity.blog.foodcorps.org/
http://traversecity.blog.foodcorps.org/
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winter and beyond.  Signs on rescue stations that were installed on area beaches earlier 
this year will be reversed to display winter water safety information.  Rescue stations are 
being offered to area beachfront hotels for purchase to increase water safety awareness 
throughout the region. 

 
➢ The MSU Extension and AgBioResearch online survey is still open to Michigan residents 

to provide input on their needs and priorities. The survey is part of a statewide process to 
determine where to focus research and outreach in the future. To participate, access the 
survey from the front page of​ ​msue.msu.edu​ or by visiting ​msue.msu.edu/focus​.  
 

Parks and Recreation (7) 
➢ An increase in use has been noted at several county parks this fall.  Facilities 

reservations and general public traffic are up at Twin Lakes and Civic Center parks. 
Civic Center Park already has received numerous inquiries regarding 2016 availability of 
its facilities, and several organizations have made reservations to use the grounds and 
facilities for the coming year.  To make a facilities or grounds reservation at the Civic 
Center, call 231­922­4818.  Most weekends between now and the end of 2015 are 
booked at Gilbert Lodge at Twin Lakes Park for holiday parties and meetings.   Several 
weekdays are available, so book soon for your holiday celebration or end­of­year 
meeting.  Facilities at Twin Lakes Park also are booking fast for 2016, and very few full 
weekends are available.  Twin Lakes Park is a popular destination for weddings, camps, 
and special events.  To make a reservation for the dormitory, lodge, or pavilion at Twin 
Lakes Park, call 231­922­4817. 

 
➢ Following nearly eight months of meetings and negotiations between Grand Traverse 

Bay YMCA and Grand Traverse County Parks and Recreation, on Tuesday, November 
24, County Commissioners gave their final approval of Parks and Recreation’s request 
to enter into an agreement with the Y to take over Easling Pool operations at the 
county’s Civic Center Park in early January 2016, following a vote of approval by the Y’s 
Board of Directors on November 20.  It is expected that the pool will reopen under the 
Y’s management by mid­January 2016. 

 
Planning and Development (1, 3, 4, 7, 8) 

➢ The County Land Bank Authority approved a purchase option agreement with a 
developer interested in the 70­acre tax­foreclosed parcel at the corner of US­31 and 
Rennie School Road. The Land Bank and Blair Township are working to have the parcel 
developed and placed back on the tax rolls. With the agreement, the developer can 
conduct due diligence activities and create a development plan for the site. 

 
➢ With the recent announcement of a proposed Costco store at the Cherry Capital Airport, 

staff convened a meeting of planners from Traverse City, Garfield Township, East Bay 
Township, County Road Commission and Airport staff to coordinate planning and 
development efforts along the South Airport Road corridor from Garfield Road to Three 
Mile Road. 

 
➢ The 30th Annual Awards were presented by the County Planning Commission and the 

Grand Traverse County Chapter of the Michigan Townships Association on Thursday, 
November 5. This time­honored celebration recognizes individuals, plans, and 

 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://msue.msu.edu/focus
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developments that enhance the communities in the County. The 2015 Frank Purvis 
Stewardship Award recipient is Sarna Salzman, Executive Director, SEEDS, Traverse 
City. The 2015 Roger Williams Planner Award recipient is Brian VanDenBrand, Deputy 
Planner, Garfield Charter Township. Placemaking Awards were given to the Fife Lake 
Loop Trail, Fife Lake Township and Village; the Bayfront Trail Extension, City of Traverse 
City; and, the Perry Hannah Plaza, City of Traverse City. Outstanding Development 
Awards were bestowed to Cordia at Grand Traverse Commons, City of Traverse City and 
US­31 N Reconstruction by Team Elmer’s, East Bay Township. 

 
Prosecuting Attorney (7) 

➢ As the County’s Chief Law Enforcement Officer, the Prosecuting Attorney is responsible 
for the prosecution of crimes including juvenile, misdemeanor and felony offenses, 
protection of abused and neglected children, and establishment of child support for needy 
children. For the month of November, we engaged in the following: 

  
o   Authorized 199 misdemeanor warrants 
o   Authorized 28 felony warrants 
o   Authorized 22 juvenile petitions 
o   Initiated 4 neglect/abuse case 
o   Handled the following matters in Family/Probate Court: 

o 15 paternity/child support cases filed 
o 5 allegedly mentally ill cases 
o Obtained 12 judgments of child support 

  
➢ Civil Counsel 

Contract Drafting and Review ​­​ ​As the County’s civil counsel, we assist various County 
departments in reviewing and drafting contracts and other agreements. Our involvement 
ranges from reviewing a contract and approving it “as to form,” to negotiating the terms 
and conditions of the contract with the other party. For the month of November, we 
reviewed seven contracts for the following departments: 

 
o   Health Department: six 
o   Parks and Recreation: one 

  
➢ FOIA Coordination​ ­ In 1997, the County Board of Commissioners designated the 

Prosecuting Attorney as the FOIA coordinator for Grand Traverse County. As the 
coordinator, we ensure that the various county departments are complying with 
Michigan’s FOIA law including determining whether the requested information should be 
exempt from disclosure. For the month of November, we reviewed eleven requests, and 
provided advice and consultation to the following departments: 

 
o   Construction Codes: five 
o   Clerk: one 
o   Human Resources: one 
o   Sheriff: one 
o   Prosecutor: two 
o   Central Dispatch: one 
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➢ Board of Commissioners/Staff Questions​ ­ Part of our duties as Civil Counsel involves 
answering questions and/or preparing opinion memoranda for the Board of 
Commissioners and County staff related to a wide variety of issues, ranging from 
compliance with state and federal statutes to advising on exposure to liability. For the 
month of November, we answered questions/prepared memos for the Board of 
Commissioners and various departments including: 

 
o  Health 
o  Clerk 
o  Parks and Recreation 
o  Administration 

 
➢ Ordinance Drafting​ ­ As you know, under MCL 46.11, a county board of commissioners 

has the authority to adopt ordinances related to county affairs. One of our responsibilities 
is to prepare, amend or repeal ordinances when requested by the Board of 
Commissioners. For November, we did not prepare any ordinances. 

 
➢ Litigation​ ­ We represent the County in civil actions filed in the Grand Traverse County 

District and Circuit Courts as well as the Federal District Courts. For the month of 
November, we represented the County in the following cases: 

  
o        ​Grand Traverse County v. Eric Abramczyk et al. ​In November, we filed 9 

separate inmate reimbursement lawsuits seeking $15,768.99 in total. As with the other 
lawsuits, we will seek to obtain multiple default judgments against those Defendants who 
fail to answer the complaints, and consent judgments for those Defendants who are 
willing to pay the outstanding debt. 

 
o        ​In re Duck Lake. ​We filed the petition to determine the lake level for Duck 

Lake with the Circuit Court on October 6​th​.  By filing the petition on behalf of the Board of 
Commissioners, we are requesting the​ ​Court hold a hearing to reaffirm the normal lake 
level of Duck Lake at 837.3 feet, the lake level set by the Circuit Court at a hearing held 
in 1959, and to set a winter lake level at 836.8 feet so as to prevent erosion damage, 
minimize potential flooding, and control certain aquatic weeds. Finally, the petition 
requests that the Circuit Court confirm the special assessment district boundaries within 
60 days following the hearing. The hearing is scheduled for December 14, 2015 at 2:30 
p.m. 

  
➢  ​Board of Commissioners’ Meetings​ ­ We attend every Board meeting, committee 

meeting and any special meetings. For the month of November, Chris Forsyth attended 
the public health and safety committee meeting and the ways and means committee 
meeting. Bob Cooney attended the resource management and administration committee 
meeting, and the regular board meeting. Chris also attended the November Regular 
Parks and Recreation Commission meeting. 

 
Resource Recovery (8)  

➢  Resource Recovery staff are currently processing 2016 hauler license applications for all local 
waste, recycling and yard waste haulers. In order to be in compliance with Grand Traverse 
County Ordinance #17, anyone collecting, transporting, delivering, or disposing of solid waste, 
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yard waste or recyclable materials generated by another person within Grand Traverse County 
must obtain a hauler license. 

 
➢ In November, RecycleSmart staff participated in a guided brainstorming session to generate 

ideas for doubling the state’s recycling rate and move towards the launch of a statewide 
competition aimed at boosting waste diversion. The event was organized by the Michigan 
Recycling Coalition (MRC) and Consumers Energy and included 75 recycling stakeholders 
from private businesses, municipalities, haulers and other industry professionals. 

 

























































































 Trip List - Dispatch (Short) 
 Company IS NORTH FLIGHT INC; AND Trip Date IS BETWEEN 11/01/2015 AND 11/30/2015; AND Response Zone IS ACME TWSP-28; AND No Group; AND No Group; AND No 

 
Run #  or 

Trip # TripDate Veh/Unit Time Call Type Customer Name PickUp Location DropOff Location 
 

* Shaded records indicate that trip has been cancelled RescueNet™ Reporting 
 
\\NFH-PINPNT\RESCUENET\REPORTS32\GENERAL\TRIP RELATED\LISTS\DSTSHORT.RPT 
Printed on 12/9/2015,  8:39:12  Page 1 
 

NORTH FLIGHT INC 
 
Dispatched  
 
   
 18817 11/1/2015 NF 11: NF  00:13:29 Prehospital <Unknown> 3495 HOLIDAY RD  

 11 
   
 18878 11/2/2015 NF 17: NF  02:41:06 Prehospital  3281 GREENWOOD DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

 17 
   
 18966 11/2/2015 NF 8: NF 8 13:46:10 Prehospital CANCEL, PREHOSPITAL 6730 YUBA RD  

   
 19123 11/4/2015 NF 8: NF 8 09:33:27 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE 1123 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19193 11/5/2015 NF 8: NF 8 13:04:55 Prehospital  4173 HOLIDAY RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19286 11/7/2015 NF 8: NF 8 14:08:37 Prehospital  4900 M 72  E NEW MEIJERS STORE MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19338 11/8/2015 NF 8: NF 8 15:22:58 Prehospital  5076 S LAUTNER RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19407 11/9/2015 NF 8: NF 8 20:22:21 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19409 11/9/2015 NF 8: NF 8 22:00:55 Prehospital  3491 HOLIDAY RD APT 102  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19441 11/10/2015 NF 8: NF 8 19:05:46 Community Benefit FIRE, STANDBYBATES RD & BRACKETT RD  

   
 19442 11/10/2015 NF 8: NF 8 19:10:19 Prehospital  8641 US 31 N HWY  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19497 11/12/2015 NF 10: NF  03:07:39 Prehospital  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT 1262 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 
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 19616 11/13/2015 NF 8: NF 8 08:50:13 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE 316 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19638 11/13/2015 NF 8: NF 8 10:03:15 Prehospital  8641 US 31 N HWY  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19673 11/13/2015 NF 8: NF 8 14:03:27 Community Benefit SERVICE, OTHER7407 US 31 N  

   
 19747 11/14/2015 NF 8: NF 8 22:58:07 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE 1101 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19832 11/16/2015 NF 8: NF 8 11:46:20 Prehospital  3451 HOLIDAY RD 7  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 19900 11/17/2015 NF 8: NF 8 09:32:27 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE 203 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20044 11/19/2015 NF 8: NF 8 19:10:01 Community Benefit FIRE, STANDBY4399 GROUND PINE TRL  

   
 20088 11/20/2015 NF 9: NF 9 23:53:03 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 
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 20095 11/21/2015 NF 9: NF 9 06:35:09 Prehospital  3327 SCENIC HILLS DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20150 11/22/2015 NF 8: NF 8 15:46:46 Prehospital  4444 EAGLECREST DR  

   
 20246 11/24/2015 NF 8: NF 8 09:25:23 Prehospital  3950 SHORE RD  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20333 11/25/2015 NF 8: NF 8 11:58:38 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE RM 107 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20349 11/25/2015 NF 9: NF 9 13:10:58 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE  

   
 20390 11/26/2015 NF 8: NF 8 07:01:37 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE 1105 MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20403 11/26/2015 NF 8: NF 8 21:52:54 Prehospital  3055 HOLIDAY DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20462 11/28/2015 NF 8: NF 8 07:49:03 Prehospital  4316 W TIMBERWOOD DR  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20486 11/28/2015 NF 8: NF 8 22:17:15 Prehospital  HOPE VILLAGE  MUNSON MEDICAL CENTER ER 

   
 20559 11/30/2015 NF 8: NF 8 16:33:27 Prehospital CANCEL, PREHOSPITAL 6265 ARNOLD RD  
 

Total Calls Dispatched: 30 Total Transports: 22 
 
 
 
Total Calls for NORTH FLIGHT INC: 30 Total Transports: 22 
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CALL TO ORDER : 7:01pm 
 

ROLL CALL: 

PC Members Present:  D. Rosa, D. White, S. Feringa, K. Wentzloff, M. Timmins, T. Forgette, B. Balentine, and 

J. Jessup. 

PC Members Absent: J. DeMarsh  

Staff Present: S. Winter, Zoning Administrator; J. Iacoangeli, Township Planner; J. Jocks, Counsel 

 
 

A. LIMTIED PUBLIC COMMENT: Start Time; 7:02pm 

 

Andy Andres, 1107 Barlow St.  Want to find out more about M-72 and PUD ordinance. Andres Trust has 40 

acres. 

 

B. Kelley, Ridgecrest Road. Spoke to the Gokey Apartment agenda item. He is concerned with proximity to creek 

and 50 foot buffer designation. He did not find stormwater detail sheets or the runoff volume calculations and 

they are an important component of the process and the planning commission meeting packet for public to review 

at the meeting.  Liked use of basins under parking lot but did not see a survey on soil types and specifically 

problem types. Thought perk tests should be required.  He is concerned about lack of detail of existing vegetation 

and saving of it to act as a natural buffer.  Due to sensitivity of site, an environmental assessment should be 

required before project approval.  

 

Closed at 7:06pm 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 

Motion by Timmins to approve the agenda with the change of moving the order of items I and H with New 

Business being first on the agenda. Support by Forgette. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None noted. 
 

D. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

S. Winter asked to remove Planning Commission Minutes from 11/09/15. 

 

Motion made by Timmins to approve consent calendar with removal of Planning Commission minutes of 

11/09/15. Support by Balentine.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

1. RECEIVE AND FILE 
a. Approved Minutes of: 

i. Township Board Minutes 11/10/15 

ii. Parks and Trails Committee Minutes 11/06/15 

2. ACTION: 
a. Approve Draft Minutes of: 

i. Planning Commission Minutes 11/09/15 

b. Adopt 2016 Meeting Schedules for: 
i. Planning Commission 

ii. Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

E. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR:  
1. _Planning Commission Minutes 11/09/2015  ______ 

ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

December 14, 2015 7:00 p.m. 
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2. ___________________________________________ 

 

S. Winter suggested a change in the minutes at the end of the public comment (front page) regarding the conversation 

exchange between he and Mr. Mattson and the Acme Plaza.  At the end of the paragraph, Winter would like to add verbiage, 

Winter recommended that tenants discontinue displaying merchandise until clarification and options can be provided.  Mr. 

Mattson agreed. 

 

Motion made by Timmins to approve the Planning Commission minutes of 11/09/15 with the added language change at the 

end of public comment, “Winter recommended that tenants discontinue displaying merchandise until clarification and options 

can be provided.  Mr. Mattson agreed”; support by White.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 

F. CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. Planning and Zoning News, Vol. 34 No. 1, November 2015 
 

G. PUBLIC HEARINGS: none 
 

H. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. PUD/SUP 2015-04 Minor Amendment with Site Plan Review – LochenHeath Golf Cottage 

S. Winter provided a summary of the review for the above site plan.   

 The Applicant wishes to convert an existing two-story single family structure into a golf course 

cottage for members and their guests.  The building was formerly used as an administrative/sales 

office 

 The attached site plan review details the minimal structural changes needed to convert the building 

into a six bedroom, six and a half bathroom cottage.  The maximum number of guests that could be 

accommodated is 14, but a more typical number is eight, primarily on the weekends between April 

and October.  Most food preparation and consumption will occur at the golf club’s restaurant.   

 Minimal impact is expected from this project.  The majority of guests will already be visiting the 

club to golf, there will be no new entrances (existing entrance off interior road), or signage along 

US-31. 

 The applicant’s proposal provides a use for currently vacant building that fits the nature and 

character of the existing golf course use.  Providing onsite lodging options appears to be a growing 

trend in the golf industry. 
Little land disturbance as there is an existing building and water and sewer present. Planning commission members’ 

discussion included concern over short-term rentals.  Being a commercial use, the issues may not apply to this development.  

Applicant representative indicated the purpose of the use is for building their memberships.  Units will be located about 400 

yards from clubhouse.  Wentzloff indicated the maximum number accommodated would be 16 based on the number of 

double beds.  S. Winter has spoken to the applicant that some updates to site plan need to be done. 

 

 Motion by Timmins to approve PUD/SUP 2015-04 Minor Amendment with Site Plan Review for the 

LochenHeath Golf Cottage subject to completion, submission and approval by the Zoning 

Administrator or Planner of the following: 

1. Updated site plan to include: 

 Removal of dumpster 

 The location and species of two trees (canopy or evergreen) and 10 small shrubs 

along the US-31 right-of-way between the existing beech trees where the driveway is 

to be removed (§7.5.6(e)) 

 Correction of the compass arrow direction 

 Stamped/sealed by engineer 

 Date of final revision 

2. The final approved set of site plan drawings to be signed by the Chairperson of the Acme 

Township Planning Commission and the Applicant, or their designated representative. 

 

Support by Rosa.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

2. 2015-06 Site Plan Review – Gokey Apartments 

 

John Iacoangeli provided summary of proposal and site plan review.   
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 The Applicant is proposing to build a multifamily housing development at the end of Holt Rd.  The 

development will occur in two phases, with Phase I being reviewed at this time.   

 This use is allowed by right in the Mixed Housing Neighborhood (MHN) district. 

 

The property location is bordered by Acme Creek to the north and zoning requirements require a 50’ buffer.  Site plans 

indicate very little disturbance to existing vegetation. Development complies with all aspects of code with respect to density.  

Outstanding issues at time of review have been addressed.  Interesting part of the project is the use of low impact design for 

stormwater which does not direct it towards the creek but rather to underground stormwater system under the parking lots.  

Design criteria meets all specifications with the exception of a missing infiltration tests that the township engineer has 

requested to assure stormwater percolates fast enough.  The County Soil Erosion-Sedimentation Control Report indicated the 

soils are of types that allow for excellent drainage and low erosion potential. GT Metro Fire noted that since the development 

is not served by public water, a 24 hour monitoring system will be required. The applicant indicated that these were to be 

done.  

 

Discussions occurred to address public comment.  Applicant went over project plan and phasing with planning commission. 

Edge of creek was closely checked and verified for the application. Applicant has done hand borings to confirm soils.  An 

infiltration test is yet to be done per Applicant.  Should the infiltration testing are unsatisfactory, applicant will return to 

review further options.  Stormwater designed for back to back 100-year storms.  Additional discussions with applicant and 

commission members included stormwater controls to protect the creek during construction, tenants’ change of use of buffer 

zone to be limited, new parking code requirement, infiltration tests, apartment construction type and materials, and moving of 

dumpster.  Buffer zone of 50’ is nearly flat and then a steep slope to creek that is not accessible or walkable.  This is the 

purpose of the second silt fence. Project would not have been able to be done under old code.  Natural buffer will remain. 

Tenants will not be allowed to have pets. Tenants will not be doing their own outdoor maintenance. Applicant is requesting 

approval for both phases with the second phase to be built in future and subject to review process at that time. 

 

  Motion by Timmins  to approve the site plan submitted by Todd Gokey for the 

construction of 24 townhome apartments to be built in two phases located on 2.17 acres 

with the following stipulations: 

1) The approved site plan consists of Sheets 1 through 5 with a date to be written in the 

lower right corner under the sheet title (i.e. C1.1) by the Chairperson of the Planning 

Commission. 

a) Sheet C0 – General Information Plan 

b) Sheet C1.1 – Demolition Plan 

c) Sheet C1.2 – Site and Dimension Plan 

d) Sheet C1.3 – Utility Plan 

e) Sheet C1.4 – Grading, Drainage & Soil Erosion Plan 

2) The approved site plan package is signed by the Chairperson of the Planning Commission 

and the Applicant, or their representative. 

3) The southern edge of the parking lot will not include a curb and shall be used for snow 

storage. 

4) All recommendations from the Township Engineer regarding stormwater management 

shall be instituted and comply with Section 6.6.6.5. 

5) Parking lot light poles shall not exceed the height of the roof (not the peak or main 

entrance structure) and shall be in conformance with Section 6.6.6.3. 

6) Because the development is residential-only and not a mixed use project the height of 

first floor does not need to comply with Section 6.6.5.2 – First Floor Ceiling Height. 

7) A final landscape plan that complies with Section 7.5.6 Landscaping shall be submitted 

and approved by Beckett & Raeder prior to issuance of a Land Us Permit. 

8) All agency permits must be provided to the Township prior to the issuance of the Land 

Use Permit. 

9) All comments from review agencies are required to be addressed and included in the final 

plans. 

Support by Forgette.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

3. Planning Commission Agenda Format – S. Winter provided a draft sample of agenda format.  Primarily to 

move some of the presenters to more of the front of the meeting and the general housekeeping to the end of 

meeting.  J. Jocks suggest we look at township policies and procedures.  Wentzloff suggests removing the 

consent calendar to expedite, but a motion would be required for each of the Receive and File items and 
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Action items.  Wentzloff would also like the addition of the 3 minute limit requirement for public 

comment.  Andy Andres look at the TC Commission requirements.  Summarize same issue in one 

comment. 

 

 

I. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Amendment 036: Medical Marihuana Dispensaries and Cultivation Operations 

Legal counsel provided clarification of his disagreement with the County’s position on this ordinance. J. Jocks 

provided explanation and feels we should move ahead with approval of ordinance. He feels the county is 

misunderstanding the township ordinance.  County disagrees with J.Jocks interpretation. Dispensaries are not 

illegal unless operated illegally. Further discussion occurred with respect to who can go into grow stations to meet 

law requirements.  

 

Motion by Timmins to recommend approval by the Township Board for the adoption of Amendment 036 – 

Medical Marihuana Dispensaries and Cultivation Operations in the B-4 Material Processing and Warehousing 

District 

 

Support by Rosa.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Planned Unit Development (PUD) Ordinance 

John Iacoangeli provided a history of the ordinance.  Adopted by board previously around 2002 but was rejected 

by a referendum vote.  The ordinance up for review now, is nearly the same one.  Suggested changes to the draft 

ordinance language were included.  Per the Planning Commission’s request, S. Winter provided a report that was 

included in the packet that provides examples of developments created using PUD’s throughout the area.  Also 

included in the report were a number of illustrative examples from the book “Rural by Design”, written by 

Randall Arendt.  Benefits of PUD are: 

 PUD’s provide developers with more flexibility in the development of their land that may 

otherwise be prohibited through traditional zoning practices. 

 Allows for a mix of uses, densities, parcel sizes, open space preservation, etc. within a 

single development  

 Comprehensive planning of the development at a holistic level provides a better balance of 

land uses, economic feasibility and environmental protection  

 Streamlines the development process by overcoming the need to constantly amend SUP’s 

and/or seek zoning ordinance amendments/variances 

A local case of PUD in action is the re-development of the old Norris Elementary site.  John Iacoangeli 

discussed how this could also work within the agriculture community.  A discussion occurred with 

examples of how it might work with recent projects.  A PUD cannot be used to circumvent zoning. John 

Iacoangeli wanted to know whether to keep agriculture zone in or out.  Mr. White thought we should keep 

it in but thought that all PDR already have the restriction.  But there are some agriculture properties that 

are not in the PDRs that they may want to use the option.  Any PUD still has to conform to the master 

plan.  PC members thought PUD was good idea as an additional option and provides flexibility.  K. 

Wentzloff wanted to note that Scheffer Farms is not what we are looking for.  We want to keep 

conservation in big chunks as opposed to fragmented.  John I. referred to Figure 17-9 of Rural by Design 

as a better example. John I. likes to refer to these as Planned Development (PD) because we don’t have a 

minimum acreage requirement.  S. Winter referenced conversation with developer that a PD requires 

them to put the best plan forward right up front.  It gets recorded in the land record.  K. Wentloff would 

like for the proposed ordinance be reviewed to make sure we note all of things the township emphasizes 

in site reviews such as stormwater, native plantings, etc. 

 

Motion by White to set a public hearing for the Planned Unit Development (PUD) draft amendment to the 

Acme Township Zoning Ordinance at the January 11, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting.  Support by 

Feringa. Motion carried unanimously. 
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3. Tent Sale Ordinance – S Winter provided a synopsis with things to consider 

Not a lot of consistency with respect to these requests and should there even be a standard.  Winter 

wanted to know if this was to be a police power ordinance or zoning ordinance. 
 

Jocks indicated that we have to look at each property restrictions; don't want to do parking lot tents as a 

zoning ordinance.  Better suited to be treated as a special event.  John I. suggested talking to building 

code people as there are some safety issues and concerns related to public tents. J. Jocks suggested go to 

township board and approach them about special events ordinance. 

 

S. Winter asked about food trucks as a police power ordinance.   John I recommended making it a police 

power ordinance so that they have to pull permit so that it makes it an administrative function only; no PC 

ordinance. 
 

 

 

J. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS 

9:05pm Public comment - closed at 9:05 

 

1. Zoning Administrator update on projects – S. Winter provided a summary report. 

 Land Use Permits – 2 issued since the November 9th PC Meeting 

 New Home – 1 

 Accessory/Addition – 1 

 Sign Permits – 2 

 Next Month: 

 Bravo Zulu SUP Major Amendment (potentially) 

o Addition of a restaurant, changing use to a brew pub 

o Will require a public hearing 

 

2. Planning Consultant 

3. PC Education, etc.:  New township meeting schedules released.  M. Timmins updated PC on park 

and trail committee.  Park shoreline and trail committee looking to connect the three points.  

Engineering is getting off the ground.  Wentzloff attending Acme to Charlevoix trail meeting.  

Feels it is very nicely done and comprehensive.  Brief discussion on closing gap in the trail and 

preliminary engineering needs. 

 

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn Timmins; support Balentine.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Shawn Winter

From: Angie Lucas <alucas@gtrlc.org>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Shawn Winter; Jacob Bournay; Gordie Lapointe
Cc: David Foote; Jon Throop
Subject: Autumn olive recap

Hi Shawn, Gordie, Doug, and Jake~ 
 
It was nice to see you all!  Here are my notes/next steps from our meeting this morning~please let me 
know if any changes needed--otherwise, looking forward to moving forward!  :)  Angie 
 
Jake and Americorp crew:  
1.   Between January 12th-February 12th:  Jake and the crew ill map the autumn olive as large 
polygons (scattered shrubs can get individual points) using GTRLC mapping equipment (Ipads).   By 
mapping out the infestation, the township can use that information to prioritize efforts on areas over 
the long-term.     
Suggestion:  Since wildlife and birding are important goals on the property, while Jake and crew do 
the mapping, they will also make note if any Autumn olive is being utilized for bird nests--this will be 
good to know in general as info for the public or other users.  
Note:  we did notice a few bird nests on our walk today, but the few we saw were only in the native 
Dogwood shrubs--therefore, recommend flagging these shrubs and avoiding if mowing during nesting 
season (early May to July 15th).  Also, since these native shrubs seem (at first glance) to be providing 
better nest sites, I recommend avoiding them whenever possible. 
Note:  bird boxes:  there are many bird boxes on the property and those should be moved or flagged 
before equipment comes in (Jake/Shawn work together on this step) 
2.  Jake will then report back to Shawn on recommendations, and GTRLC can commit one week of 
crew time on prioritized areas.  Acme Twp will cover cost for herbicide.  Jake will give Shawn the info 
on recommended herbicide to order (at that time, depending on how much is needed). 
3.  Jake and Shawn will discuss potential volunteer activities in relation to the proposed cut/stump 
treatments as well (and enlist interested Boy Scout troop leaders--it will be important to keep them 
involved as much as possible since their help will be invaluable with piling brush, cutting stems, etc.) 
 
--Jake will also check and see if the brush-hog at Maple Bay is an option to use at Yuba in the future 
for maintenance mowing 
 
Additional Suggestion:  Jake-- reach out to Ken Engle to see if he is still interested in the project, as he 
offered in the past to allow the Twp to use his equipment at a reasonable acreage rate (his mower is 
like the RGS but smaller--so may be good for tight spots--maybe in the trail area?) 
 
Shawn:   
--will schedule the Ruffed Grouse Society equipment to chop up the autumn olive on the 14 acres for 
whenever works for the RGS to come in 2016 
--will reach out to the tribe on autumn olive equipment to see if they are interested in splitting some 
of the cost 
--after assessing the autumn olive efforts in 2016/17, Shawn and Jake will look at which areas make 
sense for possible tree plantings of white pines.   Note:  white pine is a good fast-growing species that 
does well at Yuba, and is a good early successional species to shade out the ground, while also giving 
cover to shady species like Maples to grow in eventually.  If future plantings occur in the future, using 
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white pine is a good idea and local conservation agencies frequently have reduced rates, etc (like 
Conservation Resource Alliance and Conservation Districts). 
--will write up a permission slip for GTRLC to do herbicide/cut-stump work on the natural area. 
 
Group: agreed that long-term maintenance is critical, so at some point after the active removal is 
done, next steps for maintenance will need to be developed.   
 --Also, due to extensive seed bank and root system of autumn olive, replanting with grasses is not 
recommended at this time, and the area will be allowed to re-vegetate naturally.    
Suggestion: There is a lot of native milkweed in the upper shelf already, and moving seeds to 
disturbed areas may help establish some good milkweed spots (milkweed is the key plant for Monarch 
butterflies) 
 
--Hunter considerations:  Shawn will post temporary info signs at entrances that the work will be 
done--this will help educate all or most of the users of the natural area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  

 

Angie Lucas 
Senior Land Steward 
  
email: alucas@gtrlc.org 
web: www.gtrlc.org  
telephone:231.929.7911 
3860 N. Long Lake Rd, St D 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
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To: Acme Township Board  

From: Shawn Winter, Zoning Administrator 

CC: Jeff Jocks 

Date: December 22, 2015 

Re:  Zoning Ordinance 036 – Medical Marihuana 
              
 
The Acme Township Planning Commission voted unanimously at their regular meeting held 
December 14, 2015 to recommend approval by the Township Board for the adoption of 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment 036 – Medical Marihuana Dispensaries and Cultivation 
Operations in the B-4 Material Processing and Warehousing District.  A public meeting was 
held for Amendment 036 at the October 12, 2015 Planning Commission meeting, followed 
by a review from the Grand Traverse County Planning Commission at their October 20, 2015 
meeting. 
 
To briefly summarize, due to the newly acquired park properties that require a 1000 foot 
buffer, there is no place in the Township where a medical marihuana dispensary can exist.  
Furthermore, medical marihuana cultivation was a prohibited use.  In order to prevent 
exclusionary zoning, the Planning Commission has been exploring medical marihuana 
dispensaries and cultivation operations, as allowed under the Michigan Medical Marihuana 
Act (MMMA), in the B-4 Material Processing and Warehousing District.  Highlights of the 
proposed change include: 
 

 Allows for medical marihuana dispensaries and cultivation operations in the B-4 
Material Processing and Warehousing District through a Special Use Permit. 

 Reduces the buffer between dispensaries and/or cultivation operations from 1000 
to 500 feet.   

 Reduces hours of operation from 7:00 am – 10:00 pm to 8:00 am – 8:00 pm. 
 Adds public and private youth recreation facilities to 1000 foot buffered uses. 
 Adds “medical marihuana cultivation operation” as a new definition. 
 Makes minor text adjustments. 

 
A copy of the complete set of text changes proposed to the Zoning Ordinance through this 
amendment has been attached. 
  

MEMORANDUM 
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AMENDMENT TO ACME TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 036 – MEDICAL MARIHUANA DISPENSARIES AND CULTIVATION OPERATIONS 

§§ 3.2, 6.11.3, 9.26, 9.27 

 

 The Acme Township Planning Commission has reviewed and considered changes to §§ 3.2, 6.11.3, 

9.26 and the addition of § 9.27 pursuant to the following: 

 

 WHEREAS the Township adopted § 3.2 on November 18, 2008, § 6.11.3 on May 13, 2014, and § 

9.26 on August 2, 2011 

 

 WHEREAS the implementation of § 9.26 has revealed that certain sections of §§ 3.2, 6.11.3 and 

9.26 should be revised to better meet the Township’s zoning goals. 

 

 WHEREAS activities associated with Medical Marihuana, as allowed under the Michigan Medical 

Marihuana Act, require amendment in order to meet those goals. 

 

 Now therefore, the following changes shall be made to §§ 3.2, 6.11.3, 9.26 and the addition of § 

9.27 of the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance: 

 

1. § 3.2 DEFINITIONS will be amended to include the following: 

 

“Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation: A use where Medical Marihuana is grown by a 

Primary Caregiver to be provided to Qualifying Patients under his/her care.  The maximum number 

of plants that shall be allowed on a single parcel used as a Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation 

is sixty (60), unless the Primary Caregiver operating the Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation 

is also a Qualifying Patient, in which case the maximum number of plants allowed on the parcel 

shall be seventy two (72).” 

 

2. § 6.11.3 USES AUTHORIZED BY SPECIAL PERMIT will be amended to add the following uses:  

 

“h.  Medical Marihuana Dispensary” 

 

“g. Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation” 

 

3. § 9.26.2 REQUIRED STANDARDS will be amended as follows: 

 

§ 9.26.2(a) will replace the word “marihuana” with “Medical Marihuana” and will read as: 

 

“a.  The acquisition, possession, delivery or transfer of Medical Marihuana or paraphernalia 

shall comply at all times with the Medical Marihuana Act and the General Rules of the 

Michigan Department of Community Health, as amended.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(c) will be amended to change the hours prohibiting operation from “10:00 pm to 7:00 am” to “8:00  
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pm to 8:00 am” and will read as: 

 

“ c.  A Medical Marihuana Dispensary shall not operate between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 

8:00 a.m.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(d) will be removed in its entirety and all subsequent subsections of § 9.26.2 will be renumbered   

accordingly: 

 

d. No Medical Marihuana Cultivation shall occur on the parcel. 

 

§ 9.26.2(e) will add the language “who is under the age of eighteen (18)” and will read as: 

 

“d. Except for parents or guardians of a Qualifying Patient who is under the age of eighteen 

(18) and the Owner or staff of the facility, persons other than a Qualifying Patient or 

Primary Caregiver shall not be permitted within the facility when Medical Marihuana is 

being transferred.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(j) will be amended to change the distance between Medical Marihuana Dispensaries from “1,000”  

feet to “500” feet and language will be added to include “Medical Marihuana Cultivation 

Operation” and will read as: 

 

“i. A Medical Marihuana Dispensary shall not be located within a 500 foot radius of another 

existing Medical Marihuana Dispensary or Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(j)(1) will be amended to change the explanation on measuring distances between Medical 

Marihuana Dispensaries from “1,000” feet to “500” feet and language will be added to include 

“Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operations” and will read as: 

 

“1.  For purposes of measuring the 500 foot radius in this section, the measurement shall be 

taken from the nearest point on the building where the existing Medical Marihuana 

Dispensary or Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation exists to the nearest point on 

the building where the proposed Medical Marihuana Dispensary is proposed.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(j)(2) will be added to allow exception to the distance between a Medical Marihuana Dispensary 

and a Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation when they have been approved to operate on the 

same parcel and will read as: 

 

“2.  Exception shall be made when the operator of a Medical Marihuana Dispensary is also 

approved to operate a Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation on the same parcel as 

granted through a Special Use Permit.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(k) will add language to include “public or private youth recreational facility” and will read as: 

 

“j. A Medical Marihuana Dispensary shall not be located within a 1,000 foot radius of any 

existing public or private elementary, vocational, or secondary school, or a public or private 

college, junior college, or university, or a library, or a playground or park, or a public or 

private youth recreational facility.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(k)(4) will add language to include “public or private youth recreational facility” and will read as: 

 

“4.  For purposes of measuring the 1,000 foot radius in this section, the measurement shall be 

taken from the nearest property line of the existing public or private elementary, vocational, 



 
or secondary school, or public or private college, junior college, or university, library, or 

playground or park, or a public or private youth recreational facility to the nearest point 

on the building where the proposed Medical Marihuana Dispensary is proposed.” 

 

§ 9.26.2(k) will be added that expressly prohibits all activities associated with a Medical Marihuana 

Cultivation Operation unless approved through a Special Use Permit and will read as: 

 

“k. The planting, growing, harvesting, processing and packaging of Medical Marihuana shall 

not be allowed on the parcel unless approved through a Special Use Permit and pursuant 

to Section 9.1 and Section 9.27.” 

     

4. § 9.27 MEDICAL MARIHUANA CULTIVATION OPERATION will be added to regulate the  

planting, growing, harvesting, processing, packaging and storage of Medical Marihuana as defined 

under Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation in § 3.2 under a Special Use Permit, and will read 

as: 

 

“9.27 MEDICAL MARIHUANA CULTIVATION OPERATION 

 

9.27.1 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

 

The purpose of a Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation is to allow an establishment or 

place of business to undertake the following “Medical uses” of Medical Marihuana on the 

property: planting, growing, harvesting, processing, packaging or storing of Medical 

Marihuana to treat or alleviate a registered Qualifying Patient’s debilitating medical 

conditions or symptoms associated with the debilitating medical condition under the 

Medical Marihuana Act.  Acme Township desires to allow all legal businesses to operate 

in the Township, but recognizes the need to zone for all uses to protect the health, safety 

and welfare of the general public.  A Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation must 

satisfy the general standards of Section 9.1, the specific requirements of this Section, and 

all other requirements of the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance.   

 

9.27.2 REQUIRED STANDARDS 

 

a. The planting, growing, harvesting, processing, packaging or storing of Medical 

Marihuana shall comply at all times with the Medical Marihuana Act and the 

General Rules of the Michigan Department of Community Health. 

 

b. The cultivation of Medical Marihuana shall be only allowed by a Primary 

Caregiver for the Qualifying Patients registered under their care. 

 

c. Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operations shall be limited to growing a maximum 

of sixty (60) Medical Marihuana plants for Qualifying Patients.  The maximum 

number of Medical Marihuana plants shall increase to seventy two (72) if the 

Primary Caregiver operating the Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation is also 

a Qualifying Patient.  

 

d. Except for the Owner of the property, persons other than the Primary Caregiver 

shall not be permitted within the Operation when Medical Marihuana is being 

cultivated, harvested, processed, packaged or stored.  

 

e. No person under the age of eighteen (18) shall be permitted into a Medical 

Marihuana Cultivation Operation at any time 



 
 

f. A Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation shall not be owned or operated by, or 

employ, a person that has been convicted of a felony involving controlled 

substances. 

 

g. No use by way of smoking, ingestion, consumption, or any other method of taking 

Medical Marihuana into the body shall occur at a Medical Marihuana Cultivation 

Operation. 

 

h. No more than one (1) Primary Caregiver shall operate a Medical Marihuana 

Cultivation Operation on any one (1) parcel. 

 

i. The cultivation of Medical Marihuana shall only be permitted inside a structure 

not visible from the outside that shall be at all times secured and locked, and shall 

be accessible only by the Primary Caregiver and Owner of the property. 

  

j. Lighting utilized for cultivating Medical Marihuana shall not be visible from the 

exterior of the building.   

 

k. No equipment or process shall be used in which creates noise, dust, vibration, 

glare, fumes, odors or electrical interference detectable to the normal senses 

beyond the parcel boundary. 

 

l. A waste disposal plan shall be included with all applications for an operation 

detailing plans for chemical disposal and plans for Medical Marihuana plant 

disposal. Under no instance shall the incineration of Medical Marihuana plants or 

plant materials be allowed on the parcel.  

 

m. A Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation shall be considered an industrial or 

manufacturing use for purposes of determining Off-Street Parking and Loading 

requirements under the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

n. A Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation shall not be located within a 500 foot 

radius of another existing Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation or Medical 

Marihuana Dispensary. 

 

1. For purposes of measuring the 500 foot radius in this section, the 

measurement shall be taken from the nearest point on the building where 

the existing Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation or Medical 

Marihuana Dispensary exists to the nearest point on the building where the 

proposed Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation is proposed 

 

2. Exception shall be made when the operator of a Medical Marihuana 

Cultivation Operation is also approved to operate a Medical Marihuana 

Dispensary on the same parcel as granted through a Special Use Permit.  

 

o. A Medical Marihuana Cultivation Operation shall not be located within a 1,000 

foot radius of any existing public or private elementary, vocational, or secondary 

school, or a public or private college, junior college, or university, or a library, or 

a playground or park, or a public or private youth recreational facility. 

 



 
1. For purposes of this section the term “library” means a library that is 

established by the state; a county, city township, village, school district, or 

other local unit of government or authority or combination of local units 

of government and authorities; a community college district; a college or 

university; or any private library open to the public. 

 

2. For purposes of this section the term “playground” means any outdoor 

facility (including any parking lot appurtenant thereto) intended for 

recreation, open to the public, and with any portion thereof containing 

three or more separate apparatus intended for the recreation of children 

including, but not limited to, sliding boards, swing set, and teeterboards. 

 

3. For purposes of this section the term “park” means any land or facility of 

any size or shape, including but not limited to linear ways, road ends, and 

submerged lands, that are open to the public and used for recreation or 

held for future recreational use. 

 

4. For purposes of measuring the 1,000 foot radius in this section, the 

measurement shall be taken from the nearest property line of the existing 

public or private elementary, vocational, or secondary school, or public 

park or private college, junior college, or university, or a library, or a 

playground or park, or a public or private youth recreational facility to the 

nearest point on the building where the proposed Medical Marihuana 

Cultivation Operation is proposed. 

 

p. The acquisition, possession, delivery or transfer of Medical Marihuana of 

paraphernalia shall not be allowed on the parcel unless approved through a Special 

Use Permit and pursuant to Section 9.1 and Section 9.26.” 
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